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 Occurs between the transition and secondary theme  

 Functions neither as continuation of TR or onset of S 

 May or may not occur in later rotations 

 Not a necessary part of the exposition (“extrinsic”) 

 Generic Term (“dog” not “Welsh corgi”) 

 Term implies no specific internal structure 

 Encompasses a variety of potential current terminology 

 
Example 0: Characteristics of an Extrinsic Phrase 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Example 1: Modally-Contrasting Extrinsic Phrase (EP) in Sonata Form 

  

SECTION: P  TR  ’  EP  S / [C] 

KEY:  I              v        V    V 

Ends I:HC 
or V:HC 

Ends v/V (V:HC 
or dominant 
arrival) 

V:PAC 
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Example 2: Boccherini’s String Trio in A Major, G. 79, ii, mm. 12–19  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Example 3: Boccherini, G. 79, Primary and Secondary Themes (Excerpts) 
 

Primary Theme, mm. 1–4  

Secondary Theme, mm. 18–20  

’ 
V:HC Extrinsic phrase (E minor) 

V:HC S-Theme (E major) 
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Example 4: Haydn, String Quartet in E-flat Major, op. 1, no. 2, v 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Example 5: Haydn, op. 1, no. 2, v, Motivic Relations between Sections 

End of  TR Extrinsic Phrase (B-flat Minor) 

Secondary Theme (B-flat Major) 

Primary Theme 

Transition 

Secondary Theme 
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Example 6: Sonata Form Exposition, Heinrich Christoph Koch 

 
 
 

 
 

Example 7: Koch’s Exposition with Potential Equivalents 
  

GAB - I QAB - I SAB - V QAB - V 

Abbreviations 
  

GAB – X Grundabsatz  in key “X”, ending on the tonic of X 
QAB – X  Quintabsatz in key “X”, ending on the dominant of X 
SAB – X  Schlußabsatz in key “X”, ending with a PAC in X 
ABH. Abhang  

ABH.  

ENDINGS:                    I      V/I      V/V         V        
V 

GAB - I QAB - I SAB - V QAB - V ABH.  

             I      V/I      V/V         V        V 
Koch:  

P TR S (Part 2) S (Part 1) C  

Option 1,  
Longer TR: 

P TR (Part 1) S  TR (Part 2) C  

Option 2,  
Longer S: 

P TR S  EP C  Option 3,  
Added EP: 

             I      V/I      V/V         V        V 

             I      V/I      V/V         V        V 

             I      V/I      V/v         V        V 
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Example 8: A Trimodular Block 
 
 

 

Selected Bibliography 
 

 Caplin, William E. Classical Form: A Theory of Formal Functions for the Instrumental 
Music of Haydn, Mozart, and Beethoven. New York: Oxford University Press, 1998.  

 Churgin, Bathia. “Francesco Galeazzi's Description (1796) of Sonata Form.”  
Journal of the American Musicological Society 21, 2 (Summer 1968): 181 - 199. 

 Hepokoski, James and Warren Darcy. Elements of Sonata Theory: Norms, Types, and 
Deformations in the Late-Eighteenth-Century Sonata. New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2006. 

 Hunt, Graham. “The Three-Key Trimodular Block and Its Classical Precedents: 
Sonata Expositions of Schubert and Brahms.” Intégral 23 (2009): 65 – 119. 

 Koch, Heinrich Christoph. Introductory Essay on Composition: The Mechanical Rules of 
Melody, Sections 3 and 4. Translated by Nancy Kovaleff Baker. New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 1983. 

 Longyear, Rey M.  “The Minor Mode in Eighteenth-Century Sonata Form.”  
Journal of Music Theory, 15, 1-2 (Spring-Winter 1971): 182 – 229. 

 Richards, Mark. “Sonata Form and the Problem of Second-Theme Beginnings.” 
Music Analysis 32, 1 (2013): 3 – 45. 

 Rosen, Charles. Sonata Forms. New York: W.W. Norton, 1980. 

 Sutcliffe, W. Dean.  “Archaic Visitations in Boccherini’s Op. 32.”  In Boccherini 
Studies I, edited by Christian Speck, 245 – 276.  Bologna, Italy: Ut Orpheus, 
2007.  

 

TR TM
2

 TM
3

 TM
1

 
’ ’ 

SECOND MC 

EFFECT 

C / 

EEC 
FIRST MC 

 EFFECT 

Problematic 
/Becomes 
Problematic Return of  TR 

Characteristics; Ends with 
second caesura effect 

Leads to PAC in 
secondary key 


