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PROGRAMME

06.04.2026

10:00-10:30	 Welcome and Opening Remarks by Kyle Longworth (Leiden 
		  University) and Katarína Mokránová (Leiden University)

Panel 1 ____ Change and Continuity (I)		          Chair: Aila Santi
 
10:30–11:15	 Katarína Mokránová (Leiden University) ‘Making space for early 
	 	 Islamic burials: The case of Aswan, Egypt.
11:15–12:00	 Robert Mahler (Centrum Archeologii Śródziemnomorskiej 
		  Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego) ‘The early Islamic cemetery at Kom 	 	
	 	 el-Dikka: A witness of change in medieval Alexandria’

12:00–13:30	 Lunch

Panel 2 ____ Change and Continuity (II) 		  Chair: Kate Pukhovaia

13:30–14:15	 Finn Lindo-Dunn (Leiden University) ‘The tomb disturbed: 
	 	 Encountering prophetic funerary landscapes in classical Arabic 
	 	 geographical works’
14:15–15:00	 Petra Sijpesteijn (Leiden University) ‘Trees and tombs: Protection 	 	
	 	 or prototype’

15:00–	 Tour of early medieval Cairo (speakers only)



07.04.2026

Panel 3 ____ Memory and the Dead (I) 	   Chair: Katarína Mokránová

10:30–11:15	 Amélie Chekroun (Centre national de la recherche scientifique - 	
		  CNRS) ‘An island for a grave: The case of Saʿd ad-Dīn, last sultan of 
	 	 Awfāt’ (presented by Simon Dorso)
11:15–12:00	 Wafya Hamouda (Tanta University) ‘Women’s burial wills in Egyptian 	
	 	 sharia court records: A novice perspective’

12:00-13:30	 Lunch	

Panel 4 ____ Memory and the Dead (II) 		  Chair: Petra Sijpesteijn

13:30–14:15	 Stephennie Mulder (University of Texas at Austin) ‘Light upon light: 	
	 	 Polyvalent iconographies at three medieval Syrian shrines’
14:15–15:00	 Aila Santi (Leiden University) ‘Contested burials, intangible bodies: 
	 	 Materiality and the making of sacred topography in early Shiʿism (8th–	
	 	 10th Century CE)’

15:00-16:00	 Coffee and Tea Break 	

		  → Transport from NVIC to IFAO - see the last page for more 
		  information

18:00–19:30	 Keynote at IFAO Institut français d’archéologie orientale: Abbès 		
		  Zouache (IFAO), Ahmed al-Shoky (IFAO & Ain Shams University), 
		  Anna Lagaron (IFAO)
		  ‘The Cairo Islamic tombstones project: Presentation and reflections’

19:30 –	 IFAO Dinner Reception 	



08.04.2026

Panel 6 ____ Splendour and Modesty (I) 	        Chair: Kyle Longworth

10:00–10:45	 Kate Pukhovaia (Utrecht University, Leiden University) ‘Sayyid 
	 	 burials in late medieval and early modern Zaydi Yemen (1300-1500)’ 
10:45–11:30	 Simon Dorso (Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne) ‘Commoners 
	 	 or sultans: Burying and commemorating the dead in medieval Islamic 	 	
	 	 Ethiopia (10th-16th century CE)’
11:30–12:00	 Asmae El Kacimi  (I​nstitut National des Sciences de l’Archéologie 	
		  et du Patrimoine - INSAP Morocco) ‘A new archaeo-funerary 
	 	 landscape in the caravan city of Sijilmassa (Morocco)’

12:00–13:30	 Lunch

Panel 7 ____ Splendour and Modesty (II) 	   Chair: Finn Lindo-Dunn

13:30–14:15	 Fanny Bessard (University of Oxford) ‘Interring inequalities: Burial 	
	 	 practices in 10th-century Baghdad’
14:15–15:00	 Kyle Longworth (Leiden University) ‘No one should pray over him 	 	
	 	 who desires the caliphate”: The Ritual, Politics, and Rivalry of burying 
	 	 the Abbāsid Caliph al-Maṇsūr (d.775/158)’

15:00–15:45	 Coffee and Tea Break 	
15:45–16:45	 Panel Discussion
16:45–17:00	 Final Conference Remarks

17:00– 18:30	[ free time ]

18:30 –	 Dinner Reception at the Embassy of the Netherlands



Additional information

Transport:

All speakers are responsible for their own transport to the main venue of 
the conference - NVIC (Nederlands-Vlaams Instituut in Cairo/ The Nether-
lands-Flemish Institute in Cairo)

07.04.2026 - Transport from NVIC to IFAO
 	 - taxi (please reserve at least 30min for transport - traffic can be 
	 unpredictable)
	 - metro takes ca. 35min. Please take the metro GL3 from Safaa Hegazy to 	
	 Nasser, then Change to M1 Helwan to Saad Zaghoul stop. IFAO is located 	
	 a short 10min walk from the Safaa Hegazy metro stop.

08.04.2026 - Dinner Reception at the Embassy of the Netherlands 
	 - the embassy is located a short walk away from NVIC (18 Hassan Sabry 
	 St, Al Gabalayah, Zamalek, Cairo Governorate 11211, Egypt)

Meals: 

All meals served during the coffee break and lunch will be vegetarian. If you 
have any specific dietary requirements or allergies, please inform the conference 
organizers, and we will do our best to accommodate your needs. Please note 
that the dinner will not be provided on the first evening of the conference.



We would like to sincerely thank the following 
organisations for their generous support of 

this conference, either by providing venues or 
through financial contributions.
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