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The Covenant Breakers 

 

The LORD said to me, “From the north disaster will be poured out on all who live in the land. I am about 

to summon all the peoples of the northern kingdoms,” declares the LORD. “Their kings will come and set 

up their thrones in the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem; they will come against all her surrounding 

walls and against all the towns of Judah. I will pronounce my judgments on my people because of their 

wickedness in forsaking me, in burning incense to other gods and in worshiping what their hands have 

made.1 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

Hear the word of the Lord, you descendants of Jacob, all you clans of Israel. This is what the Lord says: 

“What fault did your ancestors find in me, that they strayed so far from me? They followed worthless idols 

and became worthless themselves.2 

I brought you into a fertile land to eat its fruit and rich produce. But you came and defiled my land and 

made my inheritance detestable. The priests did not ask, ‘Where is the Lord?’ Those who deal with the 

law did not know me; the leaders rebelled against me. The prophets prophesied by Baal, following 

worthless idols.3 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

Cross over to the coasts of Cyprus and look, send to Kedar and observe closely; see if there has ever 

been anything like this: Has a nation ever changed its gods? (Yet they are not gods at all.) But my people 

have exchanged their glorious God for worthless idols.4 

 

 
1 Jeremiah 1:14-16 
2 Jeremiah 2:4-5 
3 Jeremiah 2:7-8 
4 Jeremiah 2:10-11 



#Covenant_Breakers 

3 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

Be appalled at this, you heavens, and shudder with great horror,” declares the Lord. “My people have committed two 

sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot 

hold water.5 

 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

“I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me; I was found by those who did not seek me. To a nation 

that did not call on my name, I said, ‘Here am I, here am I.’ All day long I have held out my hands to an 

obstinate people, who walk in ways not good, pursuing their own imaginations—a people who continually 

provoke me to my very face, offering sacrifices in gardens and burning incense on altars of brick; who sit 

among the graves and spend their nights keeping secret vigil; who eat the flesh of pigs, and whose pots 

hold broth of impure meat; who say, ‘Keep away; don’t come near me, for I am too sacred for you!’ Such 

people are smoke in my nostrils, a fire that keeps burning all day.6 

 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

“See, it stands written before me: I will not keep silent but will pay back in full; I will pay it back into their 

laps—both your sins and the sins of your ancestors,” says the Lord. “Because they burned sacrifices on 

the mountains and defied me on the hills, I will measure into their laps the full payment for their former 

deeds.”7 

 

 

 
5 Jeremiah 2:12-13 
6 lsaiah 65: 1-5 
7 lsaiah 65: 6-7 
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“But as for you who forsake the Lord and forget my holy mountain, who spread a table for Fortune and fill 

bowls of mixed wine for Destiny, I will destine you for the sword, and all of you will fall in the slaughter; for 

I called but you did not answer, I spoke but you did not listen. You did evil in my sight and chose what 

displeases me.” Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says: “My servants will eat, but you will go 

hungry; my servants will drink, but you will go thirsty; my servants will rejoice, but you will be put to shame. 

My servants will sing out of the joy of their hearts, but you will cry out from anguish of heart and wail in 

brokenness of spirit. You will leave your name for my chosen ones to use in their curses; the Sovereign 

Lord will put you to death, but to his servants he will give another name.8 

 

 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

This is what the Lord says: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where is the house you 

will build for me? Where will my resting place be? Has not my hand made all these things, and so they 

came into being?”  

“These are the ones I look on with favor: those who are humble and contrite in spirit, and who tremble at 

my word. But whoever sacrifices a bull is like one who kills a person, and whoever offers a lamb is like 

one who breaks a dog’s neck; whoever makes a grain offering is like one who presents pig’s blood, and 

whoever burns memorial incense is like one who worships an idol. They have chosen their own ways, and 

they delight in their abominations; so I also will choose harsh treatment for them and will bring on them 

what they dread. For when I called, no one answered, when I spoke, no one listened. They did evil in my 

sight and chose what displeases me.”9 

 

 

 

 

 
8 lsaiah 65: 11-15 
9 lsaiah 66: 1-4 
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The fortified city stands desolate, an abandoned settlement, forsaken like the wilderness; there the calves 

graze, there they lie down; they strip its branches bare. When its twigs are dry, they are broken off and 

women come and make fires with them. For this is a people without understanding; so their Maker has 

no compassion on them, and their Creator shows them no favor.10 

 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

In that day the glory of Jacob will fade; the fat of his body will waste away. It will be as when reapers 

harvest the standing grain, gathering the grain in their arms—as when someone gleans heads of grain in 

the Valley of Rephaim. Yet some gleanings will remain, as when an olive tree is beaten, leaving two or 

three olives on the topmost branches, four or five on the fruitful boughs,”11 

 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

You have forgotten God your Savior; you have not remembered the Rock, your fortress. Therefore, though 

you set out the finest plants and plant imported vines, though on the day you set them out, you make 

them grow, and on the morning when you plant them, you bring them to bud, yet the harvest will be as 

nothing in the day of disease and incurable pain.12 

 

 

 

 
10 lsaiah 27: 10-11 
11 lsaiah 17: 4-6 
12 lsaiah 17: 4-6 
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He said, “Surely they are my people, children who will be true to me”; and so he became their Savior. In 

all their distress he too was distressed, and the angel of his presence saved them. In his love and mercy 

he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. Yet they rebelled and grieved 

his Holy Spirit. So he turned and became their enemy and he himself fought against them.13 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

(O! God)You come to the help of those who gladly do right, who remember your ways. But when we 

continued to sin against them, you were angry. How then can we be saved? All of us have become like 

one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the 

wind our sins sweep us away. No one calls on your name or strives to lay hold of you; for you have hidden 

your face from us and have given us over to  our sins.14 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here 

am I. Send me!” He said, “Go and tell this people: “ ‘Be ever hearing, but never understanding; be ever 

seeing, but never perceiving.’ Make the heart of this people calloused; make their ears dull and close 

their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts, 

and turn and be healed.” Then I said, “For how long, Lord?” And he answered: “Until the cities lie ruined 

and without inhabitant, until the houses are left deserted and the fields ruined and ravaged, until the 

Lord has sent everyone far away and the land is utterly forsaken. And though a tenth remains in the land, 

it will again be laid waste. But as the terebinth and oak leave stumps when they are cut down, so the holy 

seed will be the stump in the land.”15 

 

 
13 lsaiah 63: 8-10 
14 lsaiah 64: 5-7 
15 lsaiah 6: 8-13 
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The Lord spoke to me again: “Because this people has rejected the gently flowing waters of Shiloah and 

rejoices over Rezin and the son of Remaliah, therefore the Lord is about to bring against them the mighty 

floodwaters of the Euphrates—the king of Assyria with all his pomp. It will overflow all its channels, run 

over all its banks and sweep on into Judah, swirling over it, passing through it and reaching up to the 

neck. Its outspread wings will cover the breadth of your land, Immanuel !”16 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

This is what the Lord says to me with his strong hand upon me, warning me not to follow the way of this 

people: “Do not call conspiracy everything this people calls a conspiracy; do not fear what they fear, and 

do not dread it. The Lord Almighty is the one you are to regard as holy, he is the one you are to fear, he is 

the one you are to dread. He will be a holy place; for both Israel and Judah he will be a stone that causes 

people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall. And for the people of Jerusalem he will be a trap and 

a snare. Many of them will stumble; they will fall and be broken, they will be snared and captured.”17 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

Isaiah 9: 8-10 The Lord has sent a message against Jacob; it will fall on Israel. All the people will know 

it— Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria— who say with pride and arrogance of heart, “The bricks have 

fallen down, but we will rebuild with dressed stone; the fig trees have been felled, but we will replace 

them with cedars.” 

Isaiah 9: 11-12 But the Lord has strengthened Rezin’s foes against them and has spurred their enemies 

on. Arameans from the east and Philistines from the west have devoured Israel with open mouth. Yet for 

all this, his anger is not turned away, his hand is still upraised.18 

 

 

 
16 lsaiah 8: 5-8 
17 lsaiah 8: 11-15 
18 lsaiah 9: 8-10 
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But the people have not returned to him who struck them, nor have they sought the Lord Almighty. So the 

Lord will cut off from Israel both head and tail, both palm branch and reed in a single day; the elders and 

dignitaries are the head, the prophets who teach lies are the tail. Those who guide this people mislead 

them, and those who are guided are led astray. Therefore the Lord will take no pleasure in the young 

men, nor will he pity the fatherless and widows, for everyone is ungodly and wicked, every mouth speaks 

folly. Yet for all this, his anger is not turned away, his hand is still upraised.19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

Amon was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem two years. He did evil 

in the eyes of the Lord, as his father Manasseh had done. Amon worshiped and offered sacrifices to all 

the idols Manasseh had made. But unlike his father Manasseh, he did not humble himself before the 

Lord; Amon increased his guilt. 

Amon’s officials conspired against him and assassinated him in his palace. Then the people of the land 

killed all who had plotted against King Amon, and they made Josiah his son king in his place.20 

 

 

 

 

 

 
19 lsaiah 9: 13-17 
20 2 Chronicles 33: 21-25 
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“But they were disobedient and rebelled against you; they turned their backs on your law. They killed your 

prophets, who had warned them in order to turn them back to you; they committed awful blasphemies. 

So you delivered them into the hands of their enemies, who oppressed them. But when they were 

oppressed they cried out to you. From heaven you heard them, and in your great compassion you gave 

them deliverers, who rescued them from the hand of their enemies. “But as soon as they were at rest, 

they again did what was evil in your sight. Then you abandoned them to the hand of their enemies so that 

they ruled over them. And when they cried out to you again, you heard from heaven, and in your 

compassion you delivered them time after time. “You warned them in order to turn them back to your law, 

but they became arrogant and disobeyed your commands. They sinned against your ordinances, of which 

you said, ‘The person who obeys them will live by them.’ Stubbornly they turned their backs on you, 

became stiff-necked and refused to listen.21 

 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

Woe to those who rise early in the morning to run after their drinks, who stay up late at night till they are 

inflamed with wine. They have harps and lyres at their banquets, pipes and timbrels and wine, but they 

have no regard for the deeds of the Lord, no respect for the work of his hands. Therefore my people will 

go into exile for lack of understanding; those of high rank will die of hunger and the common people will 

be parched with thirst. Therefore Death expands its jaws, opening wide its mouth; into it will descend their 

nobles and masses with all their brawlers and revelers.22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
21 Nehemiah 9: 26-31 
22 lsaiah 5: 1-14 
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Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and clever in their own sight. Woe to those who are heroes 

at drinking wine and champions at mixing drinks, who acquit the guilty for a bribe, but deny justice to the 

innocent. Therefore, as tongues of fire lick up straw and as dry grass sinks down in the flames, so their 

roots will decay and their flowers blow away like dust; for they have rejected the law of the Lord Almighty 

and spurned the word of the Holy One of Israel. Therefore the Lord’s anger burns against his people; his 

hand is raised and he strikes them down. The mountains shake, and the dead bodies are like refuse in 

the streets. Yet for all this, his anger is not turned away, his hand is still upraised.23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

After Rehoboam’s position as king was established and he had become strong, he and all Israela with 

him abandoned the law of the Lord. Because they had been unfaithful to the Lord, Shishak king of Egypt 

attacked Jerusalem in the fifth year of King Rehoboam. With twelve hundred chariots and sixty thousand 

horsemen and the innumerable troops of Libyans, Sukkites and Cushites that came with him from Egypt, 

he captured the fortified cities of Judah and came as far as Jerusalem. Then the prophet Shemaiah came 

to Rehoboam and to the leaders of Judah who had assembled in Jerusalem for fear of Shishak, and he 

said to them, “This is what the Lord says, ‘You have abandoned me; therefore, I now abandon you to 

Shishak.’ ”24 

 

 

 
23 lsaiah 5: 21-25 
24 2 Chronicles 12: 1-5 
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Jehoram received a letter from Elijah the prophet, which said: “This is what the Lord, the God of your 

father David, says: ‘You have not followed the ways of your father Jehoshaphat or of Asa king of Judah.  

But you have followed the ways of the kings of Israel, and you have led Judah and the people of Jerusalem 

to prostitute themselves, just as the house of Ahab did. You have also murdered your own brothers, 

members of your own family, men who were better than you. So now the Lord is about to strike your 

people, your sons, your wives and everything that is yours, with a heavy blow.You yourself will be very ill 

with a lingering disease of the bowels, until the disease causes your bowels to come out.’ ” The Lord 

aroused against Jehoram the hostility of the Philistines and of the Arabs who lived near the Cushites. They 

attacked Judah, invaded it and carried off all the goods found in the king’s palace, together with his sons 

and wives. Not a son was left to him except Ahaziah, the youngest. After all this, the Lord afflicted Jehoram 

with an incurable disease of the bowels.  In the course of time, at the end of the second year, his bowels 

came out because of the disease, and he died in great pain. His people made no funeral fire in his honor, 

as they had for his predecessors. Jehoram was thirty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned 

in Jerusalem eight years. He passed away, to no one’s regret, and was buried in the City of David, but not 

in the tombs of the kings.25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
25 2 Chronicles 21:12-20 
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Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem fifty-five years. He 

did evil in the eyes of the Lord, following the detestable practices of the nations the Lord had driven out 

before the Israelites. He rebuilt the high places his father Hezekiah had demolished; he also erected 

altars to the Baals and made Asherah poles. He bowed down to all the starry hosts and worshiped them. 

He built altars in the temple of the Lord, of which the Lord had said, “My Name will remain in Jerusalem 

forever.” In both courts of the temple of the Lord, he built altars to all the starry hosts. He sacrificed his 

children in the fire in the Valley of Ben Hinnom, practiced divination and witchcraft, sought omens, and 

consulted mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the eyes of the Lord, arousing his anger. 

He took the image he had made and put it in God’s temple, of which God had said to David and to his 

son Solomon, “In this temple and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, I will 

put my Name forever. I will not again make the feet of the Israelites leave the land I assigned to your 

ancestors, if only they will be careful to do everything I commanded them concerning all the laws, decrees 

and regulations given through Moses.” But Manasseh led Judah and the people of Jerusalem astray, so 

that they did more evil than the nations the Lord had destroyed before the Israelites. 

The Lord spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they paid no attention. So the Lord brought against them 

the army commanders of the king of Assyria, who took Manasseh prisoner, put a hook in his nose, bound 

him with bronze shackles and took him to Babylon.26 

 

 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

“Hear, you deaf; look, you blind, and see! Who is blind but my servant, and deaf like the messenger I 

send? Who is blind like the one in covenant with me, blind like the servant of the Lord? You have seen 

many things, but you pay no attention; your ears are open, but you do not listen.”27 

 

 

 
26 2 Chronicles 33:1-11 
27 The Bible - Isaiah 42:18-20 
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It pleased the Lord for the sake of his righteousness to make his law great and glorious. But this is a 

people plundered and looted, all of them trapped in pits or hidden away in prisons. They have become 

plunder, with no one to rescue them; they have been made loot, with no one to say, “Send them back.” 

Which of you will listen to this or pay close attention in time to come? Who handed Jacob over to become 

loot, and Israel to the plunderers? Was it not the Lord, against whom we have sinned? For they would not 

follow his ways; they did not obey his law. So he poured out on them his burning anger, the violence of 

war. It enveloped them in flames, yet they did not understand; it consumed them, but they did not take it 

to heart.28 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

The Lord sent Babylonian,a Aramean, Moabite and Ammonite raiders against him to destroy Judah, in 

accordance with the word of the Lord proclaimed by his servants the prophets. 3Surely these things 

happened to Judah according to the Lord’s command, in order to remove them from his presence 

because of the sins of Manasseh and all he had done, including the shedding of innocent blood. For he 

had filled Jerusalem with innocent blood, and the Lord was not willing to forgive.29 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eleven years. His 

mother’s name was Hamutal daughter of Jeremiah; she was from Libnah. He did evil in the eyes of the 

Lord, just as Jehoiakim had done. It was because of the Lord’s anger that all this happened to Jerusalem 

and Judah, and in the end he thrust them from his presence.30 

 

 
28 The Bible - Isaiah 42:21-25 
29 The Bible - 2Kings 24: 2-4 
30 2 kings 24:18-20 
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Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and because they did this evil the Lord gave Eglon king 

of Moab power over Israel. Getting the Ammonites and Amalekites to join him, Eglon came and attacked 

Israel, and they took possession of the City of Palms.c The Israelites were subject to Eglon king of Moab 

for eighteen years.31 

 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and for seven years he gave them into the hands of the 

Midianites. Because the power of Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for 

themselves in mountain clefts, caves and strongholds. Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, the 

Midianites, Amalekites and other.32 
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Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord. They served the Baals and the Ashtoreths, and the 

gods of Aram, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the Ammonites and the gods of the 

Philistines. And because the Israelites forsook the Lord and no longer served him, he became angry with 

them. He sold them into the hands of the Philistines and the Ammonites, who that year shattered and 

crushed them.33 

 

 
31 The Bible - Judges 3: 12-14 
32 The Bible - Judges 6: 1-2 
33 The Bible - Judges 10: 6-8 
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Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, so the Lord delivered them into the hands of the 

Philistines for forty years.34 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

This is what the Sovereign Lord, the Holy One of Israel, says: “In repentance and rest is your salvation, in 

quietness and trust is your strength, but you would have none of it. You said, ‘No, we will flee on horses.’ 

Therefore you will flee! You said, ‘We will ride off on swift horses.’ Therefore your pursuers will be swift! A 

thousand will flee at the threat of one; at the threat of five you will all flee away, till you are left like a 

flagstaff on a mountaintop, like a banner on a hill.”35 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

 After that whole generation had been gathered to their ancestors, another generation grew up who knew 

neither the Lord nor what he had done for Israel. Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord and 

served the Baals. They forsook the Lord, the God of their ancestors, who had brought them out of Egypt. 

They followed and worshiped various gods of the peoples around them. They aroused the Lord’s anger 

because they forsook him and served Baal and the Ashtoreths. In his anger against Israel the Lord gave 

them into the hands of raiders who plundered them. He sold them into the hands of their enemies all 

around, whom they were no longer able to resist. Whenever Israel went out to fight, the hand of the Lord 

was against them to defeat them, just as he had sworn to them. They were in great distress. Then the 

Lord raised up judges,c who saved them out of the hands of these raiders. Yet they would not listen to 

their judges but prostituted themselves to other gods and worshiped them. They quickly turned from the 

ways of their ancestors, who had been obedient to the Lord’s commands they did not do as their fathers 

had done.36 

 

 
34 The Bible - Judges 13: 1 
35 The Bible - Isaiah 30: 15-17 
36 The Bible - Judges 2: 10-17 
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The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord; they forgot the Lord their God and served the Baals and the 

Asherahs. The anger of the Lord burned against Israel so that he sold them into the hands of Cushan-

Rishathaim king of Aram Naharaim,a to whom the Israelites were subject for eight years.37 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and because they did this evil the Lord gave Eglon king 

of Moab power over Israel. Getting the Ammonites and Amalekites to join him, Eglon came and attacked 

Israel, and they took possession of the City of Palms.c The Israelites were subject to Eglon king of Moab 

for eighteen years.38 

 

 

The Covenant Breakers 

 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron: “How long will this wicked community grumble against me? I have 

heard the complaints of these grumbling Israelites. So tell them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Lord, I 

will do to you the very thing I heard you say: In this wilderness your bodies will fall—every one of you twenty 

years old or more who was counted in the census and who has grumbled against me. Not one of you will 

enter the land I swore with uplifted hand to make your home, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua 

son of Nun. As for your children that you said would be taken as plunder, I will bring them in to enjoy the 

land you have rejected. But as for you, your bodies will fall in this wilderness. Your children will be 

shepherds here for forty years, suffering for your unfaithfulness, until the last of your bodies lies in the 

wilderness. For forty years—one year for each of the forty days you explored the land—you will suffer for 

your sins and know what it is like to have me against you.’ I, the Lord, have spoken, and I will surely do 

these things to this whole wicked community, which has banded together against me. They will meet their 

end in this wilderness; here they will die."39 

 
37 The Bible - Judges 3: 7-8 
38 The Bible - Judges 3: 12-14 
39 The Bible - Numbers 14: 26-35 
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The next day the whole Israelite community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. “You have killed the 

Lord’s people,” they said. But when the assembly gathered in opposition to Moses and Aaron and turned 

toward the tent of meeting, suddenly the cloud covered it and the glory of the Lord appeared. Then Moses 

and Aaron went to the front of the tent of meeting, and the Lord said to Moses, “Get away from this 

assembly so I can put an end to them at once.”…40 
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They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea,c to go around Edom. But the people grew 

impatient on the way; they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us 

up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable 

food!” Then the Lord sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died.41 

 

 

 

 

 

 
40 The Bible - Numbers 16: 41-45 
41 The Bible - Numbers 21: 4-6 
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While Israel was staying in Shittim, the men began to indulge in sexual immorality with Moabite women, 

who invited them to the sacrifices to their gods. The people ate the sacrificial meal and bowed down 

before these gods. So Israel yoked themselves to the Baal of Peor. And the Lord’s anger burned against 

them. The Lord said to Moses, “Take all the leaders of these people, kill them and expose them in broad 

daylight before the Lord, so that the Lord’s fierce anger may turn away from Israel.”So Moses said to 

Israel’s judges, “Each of you must put to death those of your people who have yoked themselves to the 

Baal of Peor.” Then an Israelite man brought into the camp a Midianite woman right before the eyes of 

Moses and the whole assembly of Israel while they were weeping at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 

When Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, saw this, he left the assembly, took a spear 

in his hand and followed the Israelite into the tent. He drove the spear into both of them, right through 

the Israelite man and into the woman’s stomach. Then the plague against the Israelites was stopped; but 

those who died in the plague numbered 24,000.42 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
42 The Bible - Numbers 25: 1-9 


	The Covenant Breakers

