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Midwest Association of Language Testers 
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Big Ten Conference Center,

Rosemont, Illinois

Conference Theme: Language Testing Principles and Practices in an Age of

Rapid Innovations

While explosions in technology are presenting ever increasing and exciting

opportunities for language testing and assessment, this year’s theme

emphasizes the importance of moving forward responsibly by adhering to

the fundamental principles of our profession and paying due attention to

the portions of our knowledge base that are specific to language testing. 

Clearly, we are looking forward to MwALT conference presentations that

report on uses of these rapid innovations (e.g., web-based delivery of tests,

remote proctoring, use of AI in operational tests and in research), but we

want to encourage explicit consideration of the rationale associated with

each use of these new technologies. 
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The principles and practices we are referring to are well documented in the

introductory textbooks and writings that have been published over the past

60 years (cf. John Carroll’s 1961 article, “Fundamental considerations in

testing English proficiency of foreign students”; Robert Lado’s 1961

textbook, Language Testing; the well-know textbooks by Lyle Bachman and

by Bachman and Palmer published in the 1990s; and essentially all of the

textbooks being used in introductory language testing courses today.). Look

at what has remained the same over these decades: reliability and validity,

and fairness (by definition, to *all* stakeholders). Again and again there is

an emphasis not just on the validity of particular testing instruments, but

also on the usefulness and the validity and fairness of using the instruments

in particular contexts for particular purposes.

The International Language Testing Association Guidelines for Practice is

another obvious source for reviewing our profession’s principles and best

practices, and surely there are many others.  Therefore, we strongly

encourage the submission of proposals on the theme, “Language Testing

Principles and Practices in an Age of Rapid Innovations,” and especially

those that emphasize “sticking to” our principles and practices. It is a simple

idea, but one that is too important to go without saying.

Submission Requirements

When submitting your abstract (which should be 300 words or less) you will

be asked whether you would like your proposal to be considered as a paper,

a technology demonstration, research in progress, or a poster (descriptions

below). 

11/18/25, 12:08 PM Call for Papers – The 26th MwALT Conference

https://mwalt2025.commons.msu.edu/calls-for-papers/ 2/4



Papers

Papers should present theoretical or empirical research. They are 20

minutes, followed by 10 minutes for questions. Proposals for empirical

studies should provide background and reasons for the research,

descriptions of methodology, findings, and implications. Proposals for

conceptual papers should introduce the problem addressed in the paper,

provide the theoretical orientation or new approach, and indicate the logic

of the argument the paper will present.

Posters

Posters on theoretical issues, completed research, or innovative practices

related to language testing and assessment. Posters may include work-in-

progress research. Poster presenters will host their posters and discuss

their research with conference participants.

Evaluation of Proposals

All proposals will receive a double-blind review by at least two reviewers.

Criteria will include the proposal’s clarity, adequacy of the methods for data

collection and analysis (if appropriate), the extent to which the abstract

meets the criteria for the given submission category, and the overall

significance of the work for language assessment. Preference will be given

to abstracts that address the conference theme, although all language

assessment topics are admissible. 

Important Dates

Proposal submission website open: May 1 – June 30, 2025

Abstracts due: June 30, 2025

Abstract review period: July 1 – August 1, 2025
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Pre-conference workshops: October 9, 2025

Conference: October 10, 2025

You can submit your proposals below:

Call for Papers (https://easyabs.linguistlist.org/conference/MwALT_2025/)

(https://mwalt2025.commons.msu.edu/)

Maskitto Light (http://shufflehound.com/maskitto-light/) WordPress Theme by Shufflehound.

This site is part of the MSU network on Knowledge Commons (https://hcommons.org). Explore other sites on this network

(https://msu.hcommons.org/sites) or register to build your own (https://msu.hcommons.org).

Terms of Service (https://about.hcommons.org/terms-of-service/) Privacy Policy

(https://sustaining.hcommons.org/policies/privacy/) Guidelines for Participation

(https://sustaining.hcommons.org/policies/guidelines/)
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