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Chicago was a first of many for me. Not only was it ARLIS’s first in-person conference after the 

pandemic, but it was my first professional conference ever, my first time visiting Chicago, and 

my first time traveling to a city by myself that I had never been to before. Needless to say, this 

was a defining moment of “adulting” for me. Being the recipient of the ARLIS-SE Professional 

Development Travel Award gave me the opportunity to thoroughly experience ARLIS and the 

benefits the conference had to offer. My expectations were high, but ARLIS was happy to 

exceed them.  

 

Being amongst fellow librarians from across North America was truly inspiring. I left Chicago 

feeling reinvigorated and inspired to work towards new goals for both my library and myself. I 

believe that librarians, by nature, are creative, but it was incredible to see so many unique ways 

in which fellow teaching librarians tackled unique issues. One session that I attended actually 

had me excited to use PowerPoint again! Other sessions that I attended also introduced me to 

new ways to collaborate with Special Collections, incorporate “curated browsing” into my 

teaching, and new ideas for pedagogical support that I hadn’t considered before.  

 

As an introvert, I knew that tackling my first conference would be a challenge. My coworker was 

only able to stay for a few days, so I knew beforehand that I would be in Chicago primarily by 

myself. However, I was blown away by how nice everyone was. I met so many librarians from 

other institutions who were friendly and willing to take me under their wing. By the end of the 

first day of ARLIS, I was able to relax and come out of my shell. I gained the confidence I 

needed to present my poster by the end of the week, and was so surprised by how many people 

were interested in “It Came from the Internet! An event focusing on the application of 

Information Literacy to Social Media.” I was able to make connections with other librarians 

during this session that I never would have had the opportunity before. This session, in 

particular, was the confidence boost I needed to shake off my Imposter Syndrome because 

other professionals in my field were interested in the work I was doing.  

 

I am extremely grateful to be the recipient of this year’s Travel Award. I would not have had the 

same fulfilling experience at ARLIS without it. I’m looking forward to becoming more involved 

with ARLIS in the future and sharing my experiences with newer librarians. Since graduating 

from my MLIS program in 2019, I did not have a traditional introduction to librarianship. The 

pandemic hit 6 months after working in the field professionally, and CoVID was the focus of 

everyone’s attention. This year’s ARLIS provided a much needed reminder as to why I love my 

career so much and why I do what I do. I’m looking forward to what everyone accomplishes this 

year and seeing it presented in Mexico City!  

 

- Kayla N. Morrell  


