
Conference Experience: ARLIS/NA 2021 

Honestly, I don’t know how to explain the Art Libraries Society of North America’s Conference this year 
without sounding like a paid advertisement. As a recent graduate, new professional, and member of 
several communities considered marginalized, I’m going to take this as an opportunity to talk to my 
fellow “newbs” and hype up some of the efforts put forth by the planning committee and leadership 
within the organization.  

The online environment did wonders for my introverted nature and was a lot less overwhelming 
financially and mentally because of the structured environment and event facilitators. I was very 
fortunate to have received the Southeast Chapter’s conference travel award prior to the pandemic and 
was allowed to use it to attend the virtual conference and maintain my membership. The multiple ways 
of communicating and viewing content allowed me to meet new people and rub elbows with some of 
the seasoned veterans of the ARLIS/NA conference experience. I’d be lying if I didn’t give credit to the 
format for alleviating some potential culture shock and shyness.  

Besides the unconventional environment, I found the people I met and interacted with to be friendly, 
welcoming, and open to providing me with guidance and tips to navigate the experience as a first-time 
attendee. I met other students and new professionals and seasoned ARLIS members, both of which 
provided me with information that will be useful to me in the future. I spoke with several of the 
presenters and was proud to see some of my peers presenting their work and encouraging others to be 
active within the organization and profession.  

At the Leadership institute, I learned so many valuable lessons and left feeling more prepared to pursue 
leadership and collaborative opportunities within ARLIS and as a new librarian in other organizations. I 
attended some of the chapter meetings prior to the conference and was pleased to learn about the 
efforts being put forth by volunteers. I also sat in on sessions that gave me invaluable insight into some 
of the issues, proposed solutions, and research gaps in art librarianship.  

Overall, I came, I saw, and I kind of conquered. I made new friends, won an opportunity to attend the 
next conference in Chicago and was able to learn about topics relevant to my career path and current 
job. I’m looking forward to seeing familiar and new faces next year and being able to experience the 
conference sans pandemic anxiety. I hope this short writing gives a good enough overview of the 
conference for anyone interested in attending or curious about what happens at them. Until next year! 

-Chaun Campos 


