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Dear Colleagues! 

I hope that by now you all know that this year's annual meeting will be taking place in 
Raleigh/Durham, October 20-22, 2000. The Raleigh/Durham area is one of the fastest 
growing metropolises in the United States. Thanks to great universities-Duke University, 
North Carolina State University, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and other 
colleges in the area-the Research Triangle Park, the North Carolina Museum of Art, and 
more, this is truly a stimulating area to live in and, of course, to visit! 

I encourage everyone who can, to come and attend this year's conference. Thanks to the 
Planning Committee, I think we have a great program that all will enjoy. You will have 
an opportunity to hear about some local architecture that is new and exciting, hear about 
an extraordinary North Carolina woman photographer, and see some wonderful exhibits, 
In Praise of Nature: Ansel Adams and Photographers of the American West and To 
Conserve a Legacy: American Art from Historically Black Colleges and Universities. 

We hope that you will be stimulated not only intellectually, but visually as well. The 
annual meeting is a great opportunity, not only to socialize with old colleagues, but to 
meet new ones, see interesting sites, visit other collections, find out what other librarians 
are doing, share tales of successes as well as woes! I hope you will all go back energized 
and ready to face another year of art and architecture librarianship! 

By the time you've received this newsletter, you should have received the registration 
packet. If by some chance you did not, I apologize in advance. Please call me (919-839-
6262, ext. 2136) or e-mail me (nlonchyna@ncmamail.dcr .state.nc.us). I will make sure 
you receive one ASAP, or please visit the conference web site at http://ww 
w.lib.duke.edu/lilly/artlibry/arlis-se2000.htm. All the information you need should be 
there. 

Looking forward to seeing you all in Raleigh! 

With best regards,���Natalia Lonchyna���Vice-President/President-Elect, ARLIS/SE  



 

 
eBooks and Cappuccino at Clemson! 

by Sarah McCleskey, Head, Architecture Library, Clemson University 
   
Clemson University Libraries loaded up 14 Rocket eBooks for students and faculty who 
participated in a Summer Humanities Academy in Genoa, Italy, in May. Professor Cecilia 
Voelker, who led the students in Italy, wanted each student to have access to texts of 
relevant literary works. After examining the problem, we determined that the Rocket 
eBooks would be a great medium to provide multiple texts in a portable format. The 
books were loaded up with Dante, Virgil, Machiavelli, Shakespeare, and many other 
texts. The students were very excited to be taking the eBooks to Italy with them. 

I got involved with this project because Professor Voelker is in the Art Department here 
at Clemson, and she asked me to help her. We wrote an innovation fund grant (an on-
campus program) and received $8,000 to buy the eBooks and also to purchase titles for 
an on-campus trial once the summer trip was finished. 

We decided to wait until this fall to quiz students about their use of the eBooks in Italy. 
Instead of sending the students a boring email questionnaire to fill out, we invited them to 
the library for pizza and a Genoa "reunion" to share their pictures and memories, and to 
let us know how they felt about the eBooks. The pizza party was a great success. 
Everyone (all female students incidentally) who was on the trip was able to attend. Dean 
of the Libraries Joseph Boykin and I were able to talk directly to students and faculty to 
get their opinions. They loved the eBooks as a device and thought this would be a good 
medium for using in the future. One of the major complaints was the material that was 
loaded on the books. We knew this was going to be a problem before the students left. 
We were not able to locate electronic versions of many of the items we originally wanted 
and so had to settle for alternates. For example, the available translation of Dante's 
Inferno was by Longfellow; the language is very poetic and was not particularly 
accessible to students who were trying to get a quick understanding of the work. The 
most successful use of the books was in the ghetto in Venice, where they used the books 
to read portions of The Merchant of Venice. It looks like the books will be going back to 
Italy next summer. I'm hoping for greater availability of titles (we'd really like to find an 
electronic Italian textbook so they can do some language study while there). Now how 
can I get them to send ME with the Summer Humanities Academy? Maybe I can be the 
eBook consultant! 

I've spent a great deal of time this fall preparing for the on-campus trial. It has two parts. 
We have loaded eight eBooks with titles for our Popular Reading Collection and are 
checking them out to the general public for three weeks. When the device is returned, we 
will ask the patron to fill out a survey so that we can evaluate reaction to this medium. 
We bought such titles as 'Tis, Into Thin Air, and Bee Season from barnesandnoble.com, 
and also loaded the books with such popular classics as Frankenstein, Emma, and The 
Complete Sherlock Holmes. Many public domain titles are available free for download. A 



complete list of titles we chose for our trial is available at http://www.lib.clem 
son.edu/popular/ebooks.htm. 

The second part of the trial involves faculty from the College of Architecture, Arts, and 
Humanities. I worked with several of our reference liaisons to identify faculty in the 
college who would be interested in participating in an eBook trial. We have allowed each 
faculty member a budget of $100 to spend on titles for us to load onto an eBook. So far 
their choices have ranged from the Bible (both Old and New Testaments) to The Right 
Way to Hire Financial Help to Utoli moya pechali. (The latter is transliterated; the actual 
Russian looks immensely odd on the eBook.) We are checking the eBooks out to these 
faculty for the whole semester, and at the end of the trial we plan to have a cool party 
with adult beverages to discuss reactions to the eBook medium. 

And guess what! You can find out how our on-campus trials went in the spring because I 
am doing a poster session on eBooks at the Los Angeles conference. I know that the 
suspense is killing you. 

Back at the ranch, we are experimenting with being the 24-hour, eat-a nd-drink-whatever-
you-want library on campus. Students really seem to want a 24-hour study facility, our 
main library is not designed well for that sort of thing, the space here is a lot easier to 
control, and I am some kind of glutton for punishment. We are staffing the library with a 
contract security guard from 11:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m. and requiring Clemson ID for entry 
between those hours. We are in the process of figuring out how we can offer access to our 
scanning facilities during these hours (for students in the departments we serve 
primarily). As to the food and drink, guess who was the first person to spill a GIGANTIC 
cup of coffee? Yep! I reported myself, got supplies, and cleaned up after myself. The 
main library is actually going to follow our lead in expanding the food and drink policy, 
because the campus food service gurus are putting a Cyber-Cafe in there complete with 
internet access and cappuccino!  

 

Web site 
 

If you have information to post on the ARLIS/Southeast Web Site, contact Roberto 
Ferrari at rferrari@fau.edu. 

For information about the Raleigh/Durham conference, go to: 
http://www.lib.duke.edu/lilly/artlibry/arlis-se2000.htm#schedule. 

 

 

Join the Discussion 



Subscribe to ARLISSE-L 
TO SUBSCRIBE: ���Send an e-mail message to: listserv@lists.ufl.edu 

Leave the subject line blank.  In the body of the message, use the following syntax, 
substituting your own name:     subscribe arlisse-l yourfirstname yourlastname 

TO POST A MESSAGE TO THE LIST: ���Send an e-mail message to the following 
address:  arlisse-l@lists.ufl.edu 

If you have questions about the listserv or have problems subscribing, contact Ann 
Lindell at the University of Florida, 352-392-0222, or annlind@mail.uflib.ufl.edu< 

/FONT> 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
March 29 - April 4, 2001:  ARLIS/NA 29th Annual Conference, Los Angeles, 

California. The conference web site is at http://arlis2001.ucsd.edu.  

 

Become a Member of ARLIS/SE Southeast! 
Name: ________________________________________ 

Title: _________________________________________ 

Institution: _____________________________________ 

Work Address: __________________________________ 

Phone: _________________ FAX: __________________ 

Home Address: __________________________________ 

Home Phone: ___________________________________ 

E-mail: ________________________________________ 

I prefer mailings at ____work ____home 

Are you a member of ARLIS/NA? ___yes ____no 

 



Please send a check for $10.00 to: 
Donna Smith 

ARLIS/Southeast Secretary-Treasurer 
Lauren Rogers Museum of Art Library 

POB 1108 
Laurel, MS 39441-1108. 

 

ARTifacts Submission Deadline: 
December 1, 2000 

 

Please send newsletter contributions to:  
Cary Wilkins  

Morris Museum of Art  
1 Tenth St.  

Augusta, GA 30901  
Phone: 706-828-3801  

Fax: 706-724-7612  
wcary@themorris.org 

  
 

ARTifacts is published by the Southeast Chapter of the Art Libraries Society of 
North America. 


