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First, I want to start off by saying I am very grateful to the ARLIS/SE Chapter—particularly the 
award committee members, Sara DeWaay and Courtney Baron—for the 2016 ARLIS/SE 
Professional Development Award to aid in attending the 44th Annual ARLIS Conference in Seattle, 
Washington. This conference was the first ARLIS conference I have attended and it was particularly 
exciting to go to since it was a joint conference with the Visual Resources Association. 
 
Meeting New People and Getting Involved 
One of the first meetings I attended was the ARLIS/SE Chapter Meeting where Sara DeWaay 
introduced me. I had met many of the people in attendance previously at the ARLIS/SE Chapter 
Meeting in Atlanta last fall, but it was nice to also meet other members of our chapter. This was an 
exciting meeting to be at since our chapter will be hosting the annual conference next year in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. While I didn’t volunteer for any major positions at the time of the meeting, I 
later volunteered to help co-chair the silent auction with Leslie Vega. 
 
Attending Seattle also allowed me to meet with people who I have previously only communicated 
with via email or Google Hangouts. I am currently the Conference Planning Liaison for ArLiSNAP 
and we have been working towards planning a virtual conference in May with VREPS. I was able to 
meet with Tiffany Saulter, one of the current co-Moderators of ArLiSNAP, as well as the current co-
moderator of VREPS, Marie Elias, and outgoing co-moderator, Molly Schoen, all three of whom have 
been instrumental in this planning process. In attending the ArLiSNAP meeting, I was also able to 
meet other members who I have previously not been in contact with. 
 
Additionally, being present in Seattle helped me secure a spot on the ARLIS Development 
Committee. I had expressed interest to Heather Slania prior to the conference in reply to her email 
about openings and being at the committee meeting in-person helped me reinforce this interest. 
While on the Development Committee, I will work to help build a relationship between the 
Development Committee and ArLiSNAP. In taking advantage of being at the conference, I was able 
to go ahead and sit down with Tiffany Saulter after the meeting to talk about how we might be able 
to approach building this relationship. 
 
Finally, as far as the Conference Networking Program goes, this was a mix bag of success for me. 
While I was able to meet my mentor, Elizabeth Lane at the Frick, at the new member reception, the 
reception was crowded to the point where I could barely hear myself talk, making conversations 
hard to hold. That being said, she did introduce me to some people including at least one board 
member. Unfortunately, although we talked about meeting up for lunch, or something, later on in 
the conference, we were unable to schedule a time due to busy conference schedules. She did follow 
up a week or so after the conference which was nice and I hope to stay in touch with her. 
 
Learning from Others 
The first conference session I attended was the ArLiSNAP + VREPS Career Development Workshop, 
which was a useful experience for many reasons. First, I am currently in a temporary position 
myself and while my fellowship has been renewed through the next year, I will still be on the job 
hunt again soon enough. The panelists, all associated with VREPS, gave some useful websites to 
look for job postings that I have not considered. Additionally, the back and forth discussion with the 
audience was valuable in getting advice and ideas from other new professionals and sharing 
common issues and problems that arise in the application process. Attending this workshop also 



gave me a common ground to start dialog with other people I met at the conference who had 
attended. Finally, the workshop was useful to attend because I am an active member of ArLiSNAP, 
and likely we will look to put on a similar event at the New Orleans Conference so I now have 
firsthand knowledge of what was and maybe wasn’t successful. 
 
Other sessions of interest that I attended included: 

 Natural Connections between Museum Libraries, Education, and Visual Literacy 
 What We Talk about When We Talk about “Rights Management” 
 Do It, Make It: Current Initiatives and Advice on Creating a Makerspace in Academic 

Libraries and Visual Resources Centers 
 Reshaping Library Instruction within Art & Design Education: Experimenting and 

Implementing the Info Lit Framework 
 New Voices in the Profession 
 Demonstrating Relevance: Reinforcing the Value of the Art and Architecture Library 

through Outreach and Assessment 
 Unlocking Images, Ideas, and Content: Open Access Images Enabling Art and Scholarly 

Innovation 
 Artists’ Books: Vehicles for Social Change 

 
Because I am still at a very early stage in my career, it is imperative to be able to stay up-to-date on 
what is happening in the profession and I truly believe being able to hear from colleagues is a great 
way to keep up with trends. I will definitely utilize some of the content from the Rights 
Management and Open Access sessions in an upcoming presentation I am giving on Image Rights at 
a local paraprofessional conference here in North Carolina. While I am not yet at a professional 
place in my career to implement some of the programs and topics discussed in the various sections, 
it was nevertheless an enriching experience to hear about projects that might inform my future 
work. 
 
A Jumping Off Point 
Finally, I would like to say that I enjoyed having the opportunity to participate in such events as the 
ARLIS/NA Business Meeting and the Convocation. It is exciting to hear about the future goals and 
initiatives of the overarching organization of ARLIS/NA and attending the conference has certainly 
help me feel more involved and a part of the organization. It was pretty cool to hear my name get 
read off as part of the Awards Committee during the convocation and I certainly look forward to 
staying continuously involved with ARLIS/NA and our local chapter. 

  


