
ARLIS/NA Central Plains 
Zoom Meeting 

Business Meeting 
Thursday, September 29, 2022 

10:00–11:00am 
 

Present: Andi Back (chair), Lora Farrell (communications officer), Suzy Frechette, Stephanie Grimm 
(chapters liaison, ARLIS/NA), Phil Jones (secretary/treasurer), Megan Macken (vice-chair/chair-elect), 
Amelia Nelson, Katrina Windon 

Back called the meeting to order at 10:01. She acknowledged that she might need to alter the agenda 
that she had distributed because Grimm might be unable to attend. She asked for volunteers for two 
committees: Susan V. Craig Travel Award and Nominating. The latter was required to identify candidates 
for two positions to be filled by January: 1) vice-chair / chair-elect (to succeed Megan Macken) and 2) 
communications officer (to succeed Lora Farrell). The vice-chair / chair-elect will serve in 2023 and 
become chair in 2024. The communications officer will serve for two years. Farrell and Macken agreed 
to serve on the Nominating Committee and Nelson and Back agreed to serve on the Travel Award 
Committee. 
 
Several members of the chapter attended the town hall on the Humanities Commons (HC), which 
occurred the previous day. Discussion ensued on how best to communicate in the chapter. Only eleven 
members of the chapter had joined the HC. Some members of the chapter are not members of the 
society and are ineligible to join the HC. In response to an inquiry on the ineligibility, Farrell reported on 
a test that she had conducted: a coworker was able to join the HC and request membership in our 
chapter’s group, but when Farrell received the request to add the person, her approval failed. There 
appeared to be a consensus that for the meantime the chapter will continue to post messages in the HC 
but supplement this distribution with e-mailing everyone. Back has a working distribution list that she 
pared down, removing some individuals who asked to be removed. The chapter can post the up-to-date 
list of recipients in HC and Jones can keep a copy of the list in the chapter’s Drive account. The chapter 
agreed to keep the current (private) status of its group on the HC. Because of this status, non-members 
are unable to see documents and posts within the chapter. 
 
Grimm joined the meeting at 10:11. Grimm began her report by asking how much the chapter had used 
the HC. Back used it to advertise the meeting but also announced the meeting via e-mail. Grimm noted 
that there had been changes in staffing at Barcami Lane (ARLIS/NA’s management company/HQ), but 
she is working with HQ to identify ways to send HC and other chapter information to new and renewing 
members. Questions regarding the HC can be directed to Meredith Hale, mhale16@utk.edu. 
 
ARLIS/NA would like chapters to review their by-laws to consider revisions that would outline the 
process for removal or replacement of executive officers, which is a recommended practice for all non-
profit bylaws. Grimm would like to offer Q&A/help sessions for chapter officers to cover this topic, one 
session later in the fall and a second potentially in 2023, when new officers will be in place. Cambria 
Happ (ARLIS/NA Executive Director) drafted some language for chapters to consider. 
 



The Documentation Committee and Grimm are reviewing procedures for keeping records across the 
society. This work includes examining the role of the ARLIS/NA Archives at the University of Illinois. 
 
A major piece of business for the upcoming meeting of the Executive Board is the lack of a site (and 
host) for the annual conference in 2024. One chapter expressed interest in hosting in 2025 and 
Montreal will be the site for 2026. The board is discussing the annual conference in 2024 and the 
broader concern of the demands on the host chapter of planning and holding an annual conference, 
especially on a small chapter. Exploring how the work could be spread around the society through 
standing committees and other means is in progress. Conversations have ensued about the scope and 
purpose of the conferences. Are they primarily social and cultural and tied to a specific place—and to 
what degree can they be virtual? The Professional Development Committee is investigating a related 
topic, virtual perennial programming, including the costs and benefits. 
 
The board approved proposed amendments to the by-laws at meetings in May and August. The 
proposed amendments address 1) nominations / elections and 2) removal, resignation, and replacement 
of members of the board. Voting will be open to ARLIS/NA members. Grimm encouraged everyone to 
vote by the closing of the polls on 9 October. The board also reviewed the structure and the policies of 
the Nominating Committee as part of a larger initiative of developing leadership in ARLIS/NA. 
 
The Texas-Mexico Chapter and others planning the annual conference in April wrapped up the site visit 
to Mexico City. The rate for the conference hotel will be competitive. 
 
The Virtual Resources Division submitted a Project and Service Charter to create a State of Visual 
Resources Repositories report, which was approved. 
 
The Anti-Racism Committee submitted a final report to the board. One outcome will be a student-driven 
research project to examine the histories—and current concerns—of racism in our profession. 
 
The board approved a plan and budget to hire a contractor to migrate the more than 1200 legacy 
publications from the former web site to the CORE. 
 
The Diversity and Inclusion Committee drafted recommendations pertinent to conference planning. 
 
The recordings and transcripts of four sessions from the annual conference in Chicago are now available 
on the HC. 
 
Jones asked Grimm what is planned if no chapter proposes hosting the annual conference in 2024. The 
board hopes to find a chapter that will agree to host but may have to name a city and find volunteers to 
handle arrangements. The board has floated inexpensive locations to consider for future annual 
conference. St. Louis is one of the cities. 
 
Grimm left the meeting at 10:35. 
 



The seven remaining attendees discussed the challenges posed by the requirement of membership in 
ARLIS/NA to participate in the chapter’s group in HC—and the long-term health of Central Plains. One 
person suggested that guest memberships in HC could be possible. It was acknowledged that the society 
had an interest in encouraging membership in the parent organization but could overlook the struggles 
of smaller chapters. Nelson suggested that the chapter host an in-person meeting in 2023 to discuss its 
future and sustainability. Concern was expressed at how few persons attended the fall meeting. 
Frechette observed that although the old model of how the chapter conducted business, of which 
regular semiannual in-person meetings were part, was broken, the chapter had not devised a new, 
workable model. Back mentioned that she would be on the ballot for Grimm’s successor as chapters 
liaison. Macken reminded everyone that the WordPress site was not restricted. One person raised the 
possibility of merging chapters; another said that many of the concerns of Central Plains are concerns in 
other chapters of ARLIS/NA. 

Jones reported that the fiscal year would end on the following day and that he would create one 
treasurer’s report after the closing of the fiscal year and share with the draft of the minutes of the 
meeting. The current balance of the bank account was $4,768.54. 
 
Nelson planned to produce one newsletter annually and proposed that she produce the next issue of 
The Irregular in the late spring and incorporate a report from the annual conference in Mexico City. 
 
Farrell reported that the web site is in good order and her successor should be able to update it easily. 
She thanked Macken for assistance with the migration to the HC. 
 
Back reported that Larry Eames had approached her with a request that the chapter produce three 
posts on social media in early November as part of a campaign. The group decided not to participate. 
 
Back thanked everyone for attending and recognized Macken for her agreeing to serve as chair in 2023. 
 
Back adjourned the meeting at 11:01. 
 

ARLIS/NA Central Plains Chapter 
Report of Secretary/Treasurer, 30 September 2022 

Treasury 
Balance on Mar 10 $4748.54 

Total Income $25.00 

Total Expenses $5.00 

Balance on Sept 30 (end of fiscal year) $4768.54 

Income included one bundled membership ($20) and an adjustment of $5 by the bank for an 
unexpected fee. Expenditure was the aforementioned fee. There were no other transactions. 



 

Membership Report 
ARLIS/NA Central Plains Membership as of 30 September 
 
Akins, Jennifer (Jenny)*   Washington University in St. Louis 
Back, Andrea (Andi) (Chair)  University of Kansas 
Besaw, Jeanne*    Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art 
Bobo, Susan*    Oklahoma State University (retired)    
Carbonell, Marilyn*   Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art (retired) 
Craig, Susan V.*    University of Kansas (retired) 
Crane, Rachel*    Wichita State University 
Cranor, Anna*    Stephens College 
Degener, Andrea   Washington University in St. Louis 
Eggebraaten, Lisa   North Dakota State University 
Farrell, Lora (Communications Officer) Kansas City Art Institute  
Frechette, Suzy*   St. Louis Public Library (retired) 
Impastato, Kristina (Kris)*    
Jones, Phillip J.*  (Secretary/Treasurer) University of Arkansas 
Macken, Megan    Oklahoma State University 
Mann, Raquel    Edmonton (AB) Public Library 
Mautino, Sara    Oklahoma State University 
Michael, Ron*    Birger Sandzén Art Gallery 
Nelson, Amelia    Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art 
Norris, Joyce Goering   Wichita Art Museum 
Owens, Tammi    University of Nebraska Omaha 
Poehler, M. J.    Kansas City Art Institute 
Russell, Marilyn L.   Haskell Indian Nations University (retired) 
Rylance, Keli    Saint Louis Art Museum 
Sullivan, Jill Halbach*   Post Memorial Library 
Swims, Whitney     
Urton, Ellen R.*    University of Arkansas 
Vecchiola, Rina    Washington University in St. Louis 
Weidman, Jeffrey*   Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art (retired) 
Windon, Katrina*   University of Arkansas 
Witham, Maria    Bismarck, North Dakota (student) 
Young, Thomas*   Philbrook Museum of Art (retired) 
Zilinskas, Lulu    National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum 
 

*Lifetime member  


