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REPORT FROM THE CHAIR
Greetings Central Plains Chapter,
Welcome to 2021! The past year was a challenging one for our chapter and
members, and I’m grateful that you’ve all made it safely through. We even
gained several new members!
In spring 2020, our chapter received the disappointing news that due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, we would not be able to host the annual conference in
St. Louis as planned. Many of you served on the Conference Planning
Committee and put enormous amounts of work into planning for the conference,
which had all the makings of being an absolutely wonderful event to highlight
the city and culture of St. Louis as well as the research and work being done
around the profession.
While we were unable to gather in person, we were able to hold two
virtual chapter meetings that gave us a chance to address chapter business, share different approaches to
librarianship and operations during a pandemic, and discuss diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives. I
enjoyed hearing your perspectives and experiences, and look forward to future conversations—some of
which, hopefully, will soon be face-to-face again.
At a time when virtual communication was never more important, we were lucky to have had our
Secretary/Treasurer, Phil Jones, and Communications Officer, Lora Farrell, working with ARLIS
administrators to migrate our chapter listserv to a new-and-improved moderated version. Thank you to all
of the chapter members who served this past year—in elected offices, on the Nominating Committee, and
on the Travel Awards Committee—and helped keep things running as much as usual in a very unusual
time.
It’s been an honor to serve as your Chair in 2020, and with leadership now transferred to Skye
Lacerte’s very capable hands, I look forward to continuing to work with you all.
Best wishes,
Katrina Windon
ARLIS-CP Chair, 2020

ARLIS/CENTRAL PLAINS 2021 CHAPTER LEADERSHIP

Chair: Skye Lacerte, Washington University in St. Louis
Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect: Andi Back, University of Kansas
Communications Officer: Lora Farrell, Kansas City Art Institute
Secretary/Treasurer: Phillip Jones, University of Arkansas
Newsletter Editor: Amelia Nelson, Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art
Past Chair: Katrina Windon, University of Arkansas
The Irregular, Page 1

REPORT ON THE 2020 ARLIS/NA CONFERNCE, ST. LOUIS
ARLIS/NA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Submitted by St. Louis Conference Organizers: Jennifer Akins, Local Arrangements Co-Chair, Andrea
Degener, Local Arrangements Co-Chair, Skye Lacerte, Program Co-Chair and Rina Vecchiola, Program
Co-Chair
From its inception, the St. Louis conference theme encouraged members to think about how the
words Preserve, Enhance, Reimagine impact their work within the realm of their professional roles. Little
did we know, as conference co-chairs, how we would have to so quickly employ the theme to the actual
conference itself.
Four years of conference planning did not involve contingency planning for a conference that was
to be unknowingly scheduled during a global pandemic. In January 2020, we were all preparing for the
final push of the conference planning: making sure all sessions were assigned to the correct rooms,
making last minute program adjustments, booking transportation for extracurricular events, securing
transportation, and drafting a call for volunteers.
In March 2020, we as co-chairs, along with ARLIS leadership, were required to make the hard
decision of cancelling the conference. We did not make any changes to the Sched, thus preserving what
would have been the St. Louis conference program and special events. While all of our lives shifted to
being home-based, we were faced with the question of a virtual conference. We had to reimagine the
ways in which the program could potentially be shifted online.
Luckily, the ARLIS membership proved to be resilient and many members were willing to shift
their presentation to an online format. The online conference was something that was foreign to us as cochairs, to ARLIS executive leadership, and to members as well. Even with the help of the Professional
Development Committee, it was a challenge to distill down a fully planned conference to a program that
would take place online over the span of a few days.
The Before Times
The St. Louis conference was shaping up to be a productive, inclusive, inspiring, and fun
experience. The program was designed around our theme of Preserve, Enhance, Reimagine and how
ARLIS professionals use, reflect, and build upon our core values and practices to inform our future. The
theme was chosen to reflect Saint Louis’ reimagined community spaces and strong practice of
architectural preservation and adaptive reuse as well as the vibrant movements of social change bridging
divides through art and activism.
We built a program that focused on developments and partnerships in visual and information
literacy, our roles as art librarians, digitization, leadership, new strategies for our profession, career
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development, and diversity and inclusion. We feel we had attracted a diverse audience of librarians,
students, curators, designers, vendors, scholars, archivists, architects, administrators, publishers, artists,
and educators.
Two featured speakers had agreed to participate. They were morning plenary speaker Wassan AlKhudhairi, Chief Curator, Contemporary Art Museum in St. Louis, and convocation keynote speaker
Adrienne Davis, Vice Provost, William M. Van Cleve Professor of Law and founding Director of the
Center for the Study of Race, Ethnicity & Equity at Washington University in St. Louis. Wassan AlKhudhairi specializes in modern and contemporary art from the Arab world and has helped lead CAM to
new heights in terms of recognition and reputation within the art world and with local, national and
international audiences. As a teacher and scholar, Adrienne Davis is a feminist and critical race theorist
and has written extensively on the gendered and private law dimensions of American slavery, the legal
regulation of intimacy, and theories of justice and reparations.
In addition to conference sessions and workshops, we were excited to create spaces to connect
with our colleagues both socially and professionally through events held at some of St. Louis’ most
esteemed venues. Thanks to Keli Rylance, the historic St. Louis Art Museum was going to host the
Welcome Party in the classic Sculpture Hall at no cost to the society. The Convocation Reception offered
food, drink, and dancing in the Chase Park Plaza’s Starlight and Zodiac Ballrooms, the crown jewels of
hotel with their floor-to-ceiling windows, outdoor terraces, and panoramic views of Forest Park and the
St. Louis Arch. The Society Circle reception was to be held at the historic Samuel Cupples House on the
campus of Saint Louis University in St. Louis featuring the university's collection of fine and decorative
art.
A total of twelve tours were planned throughout the conference allowing attendees to experience
St. Louis’ distinctive, diverse and challenging spaces in addition to the city’s prominent works of art and
architecture. Architecture faculty would have led walking tours of downtown, the nearby Delmar Divide
and an experiential ‘walkshop’ in the Central West End. Physical engagement continued with an
interactive art and nature hike at the Laumeier Sculpture Park and exploration of Cahokia Mounds, the
largest pre-Columbian settlement north of Mexico. The Frank Lloyd Wright house in Ebsworth Park, one
of Wright’s most geometrically complex homes, was offered twice due to popularity. Others included a
behind the scenes tour of the Missouri Botanical Garden’s Peter H. Raven Library and Missouri Historical
Society’s Library & Research Center as well as a bus tour of St. Louis architecture ending with a special
visit in the Fabulous Fox Theatre.
Members of the Central Plains chapter put a lot of time and effort into conference planning,
strengthening our conclusion that our members are among the most capable and devoted in ARLIS/NA.
Their efforts ensured that we would have not only hosted an enjoyable conference, but an organized and
efficient one. Special thanks to the following colleagues for volunteering their time and labor!
Andi Back, Workshop Coord., Proceedings Ed.

Amelia Nelson, Conference Development

Tracey Boswell, Poster Coordinator

MJ Poehler, Local Arrangements

Marianne Cavanaugh, Registration Desk

Keli Rylance, Tours/Transportation Coord.

Lora Farrell, Website Coordinator

Marianne Williams, Exhibitor Coordinator

Phil Jones, Special Events Coordinator

Katrina Windon, Exhibitor Coordinator

Kay Logan Peters, Local Arrangements

Tom Young, Local Arrangements
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MESSAGE FROM THE ARLIS/NA CHAPTERS’ LIAISON
Submitted by Stefanie Hilles, ARLIS/NA Executive Board, Chapters Liaison
Art and Humanities Librarian, Miami University, hillessa@miamioh.edu
Hello Central Plains chapter members. 2020 was a challenging year. I’d like to
begin by thanking you for all you’ve done for ARLIS at both the chapter and
society level. Our members are our most important asset and the successes and
updates I am going to discuss here would not be possible without your support.
As I am sure you know, as of October, ARLIS has a new management
company, McKenna Management, and a new Executive Director, Cambria
Happ. Cambria and the team at McKenna bring a lot of expertise and have
already been incredibly helpful. I’m looking forward to the society’s future
with them and think we are going to accomplish some great things.
One of these things will be our annual conference, which will be
virtual in 2021. The Montreal CPAC is planning an exciting and engaging
program. In 2022, our triumphant return to an in-person conference will be
th
ARLIS’s 50 Anniversary in Chicago.
The ARLIS/NA Commons, which will replace the learning portal as ARLIS’s main educational
repository, serve as a communication tool for ARLIS groups, and create opportunities between
humanities groups, like the College Art Association (CAA) and the Society of Architecture Historians
(SAH), will also be moving forward.
I would also like to congratulate the new incoming members of the board that will be taking
office after the 2021 conference: Rebecca Price, the Architecture, Urban Planning, and Visual Resources
Librarian at the Art, Architecture & Engineering Library at the University of Michigan, as VicePresident/President-Elect; Sarah Carter, the Art, Architecture and Design Librarian at Indiana University
as Secretary; Kai Alexis Smith, the Architecture and Planning Librarian at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, as Advancement Liaison, and Stephanie Grimm, the Art and Art History Librarian at George
Mason University, who will serve as your next Chapters Liaison.
Finally, as my term as Chapters Liaison ends this May, I would like to thank you all for the
opportunity to represent your chapter on the Executive Board. Working with such wonderful, committed,
smart, and supportive people has been one of the most rewarding experiences of my career. Please feel
free to reach out to me directly at hillessa@miamioh.edu if you have any questions or concerns.
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MEMBER NEWS

New from the University of Arkansas
Submitted by Phillip J. Jones, Head Fine Arts Library
The Fine Arts Library at the University of Arkansas is in the initial planning of a long-awaited renovation.
The campus has begun work on the restoration of the Fine Arts Center, which was designed by Edward
Durell Stone. The library will be closed for academic year 2022–23 at a minimum. The building is
scheduled to reopen for the fall semester of 2023.

News from the University of Kansas, Murphy Art & Architecture Library
Submitted by Andi Back, Fine Arts and Humanities Librarian
After 43 years of service Ann Snow, Library Assistant, retired December 31, 2020. Although not a
chapter member, Ann worked at the art library since its beginning and many chapter members met her
over the years. A work of art was purchased for the art library to commemorate her years of service. She
will be greatly missed by all library patrons and staff.
Moving forward the art library will be staffed by one full-time
staff member, Rebecca Schroeder, Library Operations Manager. The
library does continue to hire and staff the library with student assistants.
Andi, Fine Arts and Humanities Librarian, has been working from
home since March 2020 during the pandemic. She hopes to return to
working on campus fall 2021.
Andi continues to purchase relevant materials and resources for
the collection, along with providing library instruction. The demand for
Andi’s instruction continues to grow and has brought about exciting
opportunities. One of her favorites, is meeting with Museum Studies
students to discuss larger concepts of collecting, both personally and
professionally. In 2019, she completed her digital humanities project
about L.L. Dyche’s Panorama in the KU Natural History Museum.
http://www.lewisdyche.dept.ku.edu/
Andi enjoys keeping in touch with Susan Craig, former Art and Architecture Librarian and can
report that Susan has adjusted well to retirement. We both miss our ARLIS/NA-CP colleagues and hope
to meet in-person again soon.
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News from the Kansas City Art Institute
Submitted by M.J. Poehler, Library Director
Like all libraries, Jannes Library’s operations have been altered in response to the pandemic.
After moving to online-only service in the spring, the library re-opened in August 2020 with reduced
hours, closed stacks, and physical distancing in place. The net effect has been a drastic reduction in
books circulated and a similar decrease in the number of students visiting the library, while use of digital
resources and online assistance is up. Our challenge will be to entice students to return to our space and
to the wealth of print resources available in our collections once the virus threat is under control.
In the meantime, Jannes staff members have been engaged in collaborative work with colleagues
in the Mobius consortium and in ARLIS/NA and VRA. Lora Farrell was website coordinator for the
ARLIS St. Louis Annual Conference, and the virtual conference held in July. Lora is quite involved in
the Missouri Remembers project, in addition to myriad regular duties. Megan Channell was a copresenter in the Mobius 2020 conference (online), presenting on the topic “Managing Student Workers”.
Megan has moved training, scheduling, and communications for our small army of student assistants into
the Google Classroom platform. She has also begun to work on an MLS degree at ESU’s School of
Library and Information Management. Elizabeth Davis is assisting with VRA Midwest accounts on
Facebook and Instagram. One of Liz’s digitization projects has reached a milestone: 600 slides have been
scanned and cataloged in the KCAI Ceramics Department Student Archive, hosted and publicly available
on Artstor.
Lora and MJ Poehler became notaries in order to assist Missouri voters on campus (and
elsewhere) who wanted to vote by mail (Missouri law in effect in November required a notary public to
witness the voter’s signature on the ballot envelope.) Jannes Library staff all supported efforts to register
voters and turn out the vote among students, faculty, and staff.

A campus-wide initiative of KCAI’s Center for Contemporary Practice culminated in a display of
dozens of student-made flags on the library’s lawn in late-October. Flags were created around the themes
of self-expression and voting. And in conjunction with the college’s visiting artist lecture series, the
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library hosted Aram Han Sifuentes’s project, Official Unofficial Voting Station: Voting for All Who
Legally Can’t. This kit aimed to draw attention to disenfranchised groups living in the U.S.

Submitted by Lora Farrell, Cataloging and Digital Services Librarian

Jannes has been open to students, faculty and staff all year, with protocols in place to prevent the
transmission of the Covid-19 virus. Our patrons can check out books but all materials are retrieved by
library staff. Students are welcome to sit at a table and study with no appointment necessary, although
they must wear their mask and disinfect the area when they are done. Research instruction has been
conducted online and use of our online materials has increased.

News from The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, Spencer Art Reference Library
Submitted by Amelia Nelson, Head, Library & Archives
The past year has been tumultuous! The museum was closed for six months due to Covid-19 and
for much of that time library and archives staff worked from home. The library reopened to staff in July
and to the public in September with new access and cleaning protocols in place. The extended closure
resulted in a loss of revenue for the museum. In order to remain sustainable the museum laid off 36 staff
members including two library colleagues. In this year of extremes we also received an NEH grant to
fund the Missouri Remembers collaborative project to document Missouri’s artists (Please see M.J.’s
Special Projects submission for more information) as well as approval to purchase the overhead scanner
needed for our Digital Librarian, Amanda Harlan, to advance several projects.
Amelia is pleased to announce that the book The New Art Museum Library that she co-edited with
Traci Timmons, Senior Librarian at the Seattle Art Museum, will be published in April 2021 by Rowman
& Littlefield, The New Art Museum Library - 9781538135693 (rowman.com). The book includes the
contributions of 28 librarians from across the country and covers topics as diverse as staffing, budgets,
artists’ files, new technologies and more. Traci and Amelia look forward to this volume of contributed
essays sparking conversations about the important work being done by art librarians.
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News from the St. Louis Public Library
Submitted by Kristina Impastato, Senior Specialist for Fine Art and the Steedman Architectural Library
Kris Impastato joined the professional staff at St. Louis Public Library in 2015
primarily working as an archivist in Rare Books and Manuscripts. In the fall of
2019 she accepted the position of Senior Subject Specialist for Fine Arts and
the Steedman Architectural Library moving to a public service role to utilize
her background in Art History and love for helping people. Prior to her work at
SLPL, she served as the archivist for Principia College in Elsah, Illinois from
2010-2015. She assisted students, faculty, researchers, and alumni with
research and also educated them through walking tours of this National Historic
Landmark campus. During her time in St. Louis, one of her favorite jobs has
been her time as a docent at both the Saint Louis Art Museum and the St. Louis
Mercantile Library where she loved creating tours and connecting people of all
ages with art. Kris is currently on the team for the Missouri Remembers: Artists
in Missouri 1821-1951 project as the SLPL on-site supervisor.

New from Oklahoma State University
Submitted by Megan Mecken, Digital Scholarship Librarian
In August 2019 Megan Macken began her position as Digital Scholarship
Librarian at Oklahoma State University where she is also the liaison to the
departments of Art, Art History & Graphic Design, English, and Languages &
Literatures. Previously she worked in digital archives and visual resources in
Kansas and Chicago. Megan has master’s degrees in Library Science and the
History of Art from Indiana University.
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SPECIAL PROJECTS
Missouri Remembers: Missouri Artists 1821-1951
Submitted by M.J. Poehler, Library Director

Mock-up for Missouri Remembers portal homepage

The Spencer Art Reference Library at the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, partnering with staff at the St.
Louis Public Library and Jannes Library at the Kansas City Art Institute, is leading an exciting project to
document Missouri artists’ lives. In broad terms, the project aims to create a freely available online
portal featuring a biographical dictionary of visual artists who lived in or spent the majority of their
creative careers in Missouri, from the state’s beginning in 1821 through 1951.
Timing 2021 is Missouri’s Bicentennial year. The inspiration for Missouri Remembers came in response
to an invitation from the State Historical Society of Missouri for cultural institutions to host projects and
events to commemorate the Bicentennial. That, and the widely felt need for a resource that would de-silo
and provide an entrée into the extensive print-based artists files and archival materials held by the SARL,
SLPL, and KCAI. (As we all know, there are reams of files that have yet to be digitized.) Eventually the
project will seek to add information from historical societies, museums, and libraries throughout
Missouri. The Missouri Remembers team has set an ambitious goal of launching the portal with 300
well-researched entries in late summer 2021, as part of Missouri’s bicentennial celebration. Inclusion of
often overlooked artists, such as women, artists of color, and self-taught artists, is a priority for this
project.
Funding NAMA received a $10,000 grant from the Missouri Humanities Council in fall 2018 to support
the intensive planning phase for the project, which included refining the metadata schema, consulting
with the firm Design for Context on technical portal design, and planning workflow and timeline, among
other things. An advisory board of three professionals in the fields of art history and cultural preservation
was created and consulted in the planning phase and will be active throughout the project. In April 2020
NAMA received notice that the full ask of $157,653 was awarded by the National Endowment for the
Humanities - Collection and Reference Resources Grant Program. This was the result of months of hard
work, and the beginning of the implementation phase of the project. Since the start of the pandemic, all
training sessions and meetings have been held online.
Progress Intensive work with the technical firm on a complex metadata schema and portal design has
continued through summer and fall of 2020. NEH funding enabled each partner organization to hire a
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part-time research intern for the project. The research supervisors, consisting of library staff at each
organization, have worked together to select artists, make assignments, establish core reference sources
and authorities, develop and tweak workflow, and establish local authority records. Project
documentation is in place and the Missouri Remembers project has a solid technical and procedural
foundation. Researchers are discovering and assembling the goods: artists’ bios, images of work,
organization affiliations, exhibition records, professional connections, and relationships. Next step: the
team hopes to see a beta version of the portal soon. Meanwhile, researchers are populating an
intermediate platform called AirTable with data that will be transferred to the portal.
Building on Prior Work Central Plains members have been documenting the lives of artists in our
region for years, and the Missouri Remembers project builds on that legacy. Susan Craig (Univ. of
Kansas, retired), author of Biographical Dictionary of Kansas Artists Active Before 1945, was consulted
in the early planning phase and provided valuable insight. Others who laid the foundation include Suzy
Frechette (SLPL, retired), Marilyn Carbonell (NAMA, retired), and Tracey Boswell (recently of NAMA).
Library staff currently working on Missouri Remembers in addition to Amelia Nelson include Amanda
Harlan, Roberta Wagener and Christain Hartman at NAMA; Kristina Impastato and Adele Heagney at
SLPL, and Lora Farrell and MJ Poehler at KCAI.

ARLIS/CP – RETIREMENTS
Susan Bobo, retired in December 2019 from her position as Associate Professor, Oklahoma State
University Libraries
After 17 years as Architecture Librarian at the OSU School of Architecture, Susan retired in December
2019.

Suzy Frechette, retired in October 2019 from her position as Head, Fine Arts Dept. at St. Louis Public
Library
Favorite part of job: Helping people find the information they sought. The feeling of accomplishment
when I figured out a difficult reference question, saw someone enjoying/checking out a book I had
chosen, and worked with the rare books in the Steedman Architectural Library.
Favorite work/ARLIS/NA memory: All the great tours and camaraderie I've enjoyed at chapter meetings
and Society conferences.
Best part of being retired: Waking up every morning knowing that my time and attention are my
own. Had planned on traveling before the pandemic, and hope that by this time next year we can travel
again.
Other comments: I truly miss my ARLIS/CP family and the good times we had at our meetings. Hope
we can return to that someday!
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Kay Logan-Peters, retired in June 2020 from her position as Art and Architecture Librarian, University
of Nebraska Lincoln
Kay worked at UNL in various roles in the library, becoming the Architecture Librarian in 1987. Kay’s
love of scholarly and creative research led her to write a book chronicling the history of the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln. For more information please visit: University of Nebraska-Lincoln, College of
Architecture, “Kay Logan-Peters to Retire in June.” June 5, 2020, Kay Logan-Peters to Retire in June |
College of Architecture | Nebraska (unl.edu)

Thomas E. Young, retired in July 2020 from his Librarian/Archivist, Philbrook Museum of Art
After 42½ years at the Philbrook Museum of Art, Tom retired from his position in July. Tom served as
conference Chair for the 1991 national conference held in Kansas City.

Thank you to all of our retiring colleagues for their years of service and for setting a standard of collegial
support, kindness and professionalism that makes ARLIS/CP such an important resource. Be well, travel
far, read lots and we hope that we continue to see you at future ARLIS/CP meetings and events!
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