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Introduction
The areas I have published in:


Generative linguistics ⬅ syntax, semantics, 
morphology, typology, language acquisition, descriptive 
linguistics, field linguistics, history of language studies


Language in society ⬅ language policy, 
multilingualism, language in education


Language in the individual ⬅ literary 
translation, Partition studies, language identity


The individual in society ⬅ exclusion 
and discrimination in education, sexual 
harassment and violence, 



Things I study (but have 
not written about yet)

The prehistory of population migrations and the 
evidence from linguistics in South Asia 

Natural language numerals and cognitive systems 

Language and the law

The history of linguistic inquiry in South Asia

A manual for Internal Complaint Committees on 
conducting inquiries

Various grammatical descriptions


… and many more!



HOW DID I GET HERE?



“A willingness to be puzzled by what seem to be 
obvious truths is the first step towards gaining 

understanding of how the world works. 


If you're not willing to be puzzled, you just become 
a replica of someone else's mind.”

–Noam Chomsky



What this has meant to me
Make the questions that I ask the focus the research 
experience rather than your answer 

There is no stupid question. Although some questions 
may reflect personal ignorance, asking even that question 
is essential to the process 

The business of research is one that refines the research 
question.

There are no questions about humans that are not 
‘scientific’. 

Research is a collective endeavour and has a long 
gestation. 



Looking back

Generative linguistics ⬅ syntax, semantics, 
morphology, typology, language acquisition, descriptive 
linguistics, field linguistics, history of language studies


Language in society ⬅ language policy, 
multilingualism, language in education


Language in the individual ⬅ literary 
translation, Partition studies, language identity


The individual in society ⬅ exclusion 
and discrimination in education, sexual 
harassment and violence, 



MY TIPS



Identifying a research 
problem

Find a problem that can be researched: just 
simply wanting to learn more in an area does 
not automatically produce a research question. 

Read widely in the area.


Brainstorm with others working in the area


Write your ideas down. Seeing one's ideas in 
writing is often an impetus for the writing 
process.



Reading others 

Understand that all academic texts are 
opinionated accounts rather than factual 
explanations.  

You need to be able to look at arguments and to 
see whether the theories underpinning them are 
relevant to the problem, and whether these 
theories are ideologically biased to a particu- lar 
set of values.
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Write a research proposal

Define the objective of your research: Always 
begin a proposal with a clear statement of the 
objective of your proposed research. 


Define the scope of your research: Research 
questions are generally of quite a broad nature, 
and an individual research thesis does not usually 
cover the entire spectrum of issues associated 
with a topic.



In your proposal, the 
relevance of your 
research to larger 
theoretical questions 
as well as other 
research on the topic. 

In your proposal, dwell on 
how you will use your data 
to answer your research 
question(s), to make 
generalisations, to defend 
assertions, to examine 
possible alternative 
outcomes to construct a 
plausible argument.



In your proposal, 
demonstrate that your 
proposed research will 
be both novel and 
necessary, in terms of 
process as well as 
results.
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DEFINING A RESEARCH PROBLEM, 
AND READING WIDELY AROUND IT, 
WILL CREATE A SNOWBALL EFFECT


