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• Articles in different sub-fields of linguistics have distinct 
characteristics, and once you have read enough of them, you will be 
able to just look at an article and be able to identify its type. This is a 
useful skill and one you should cultivate, because you will use this 
knowledge when you need to review them for your dissertation. 


• Broadly, you can identify the article by its orientation towards one or 
the other aspect of the study of language: 

• humanities (the study of human values and culture, expressions of 

the human spirit, and linguistic and material artefacts it produces)

• social sciences (the study of human societies, modes of social 

organisation, relationships amongst individuals in those societies), 

• natural and biological sciences (the study of nature’s phenomena 

from an empirical basis).

• Note that frequently articles may address more than one aspect. 

Linguistics lies at the intersection of many fields
Identify article type 



• Section titles are a very good indication of how the argument in the 
article is structured, and can be fairly conventionalised in particularly 
the scientific/experimental types of articles. These include: 
• An abstract usually contain four kinds of information: the purpose 

or rationale of the study, the methodology employed, the results 
and the conclusions the study arrives at. 


• An Introduction create readers’ interest in the subject and 
provides enough information so that the need for the study is 
understood. Generally, it leads readers from broad information 
(what is known about the topic) to more specific information (what 
is not known) to a focal point (what question the authors asked 
and answered). It often ends with an overview of the paper’s 
contents. 


• These two sections are present in all types of journal articles, even 
when they are not explicitly labeled as such.

Identify the structure as you get a general feel
Skim



• The Methods section tells the reader what experiments were done 
to answer the question stated in the introduction. Methods are 
often difficult to read because they give a level of detail sufficient 
for another trained scientist to repeat the experiments. However, 
you can more fully understand the design of the experiments and 
evaluate their validity by reading the Methods section carefully.


• The Results section contains statements of what was found, and 
reference to the data shown in visuals (figures and tables). 
Normally, authors do not include information that would need to 
be referenced, such as comparison to others’ results. Instead, that 
material is placed in the Discussion


• The Discussion also functions to provide a clear answer to the 
question posed in the Introduction and to explain how the results 
support that conclusion. In some papers, the Results and 
Discussion may be combined in a single section.

Reading experimental articles
Skim (contd.)



• Articles that do not present experimental 
studies do not have the same structure.  


• Consider the section headings of the 
article on Exoskeletal vs. Endoskeletal 
approaches to morphology that I have 
emailed. The headings do not follow any 
set pattern, yet the article is a structured 
argument, as evidenced by the para 
giving the outline of the sections. 
Reading such paras are very important, 
therefore. 

Reading other articles
Skim (contd.)

Section 2 shows how endoskeletal and exoskeletal approaches view 
lexical items and the division of work between the lexicon and grammar. 
Section 3 clarifies the terms used in the literature to refer to the two 
major approaches and to particular executions. Sections 4, 5, 6, and 7 
examine how endoskeletal and exoskeletal approaches have dealt with 
different morphological and syntactic properties related to the major 
lexical categories: morphosyntactic category and category shift in 
derivational morphology (section 4), inflectional class and gender 
(section 5), the mass/count status in nouns (section 6), and the telic/atelic 
distinction in verbs (section 7). Section 8 concludes.



• What is this article about?

• Is it methodological, conceptual, theoretical, empirical?

• If it involves language data, does it have a broad comparative 

focus, or does it focus on one or a few languages?

• Is it primarily a survey, a novel theoretical contribution, an 

empirical application of an existing theory or technique, a 
critique, or something else?


• Are you familiar and comfortable with the methods, or will it 
take more work?

answer these questions about the article
After skimming, you should be able to



• The hardest work you have to do is with 
discursive pieces like the article on the 
evolution of like that I emailed. With no 
section headings, skimming these is difficult. 
To read such articles, try a method of "reverse 
outlining"in your first reading. Make a sketch 
of the structure of the article as you go.


• For all articles, your first read should enable 
you to answer these questions:

and how to read discursive articles
The first read

- What is the article about? 
- What do we know about the topic already? 
- What is the author setting out to do? 
- How does she do it? 
- What are the arguments? 
- What is the evidence? 
- What are the conclusions? 



• As articles contain a lot of ancillary information, take care to 
distinguish the main points of an article from the subordinate 
ones. Usually titles and abstracts give you good cues as to what 
the main points are.


• What are the background assumptions that this article makes? 
Do you know all of them? If you don’t, chase down the 
references to get better acquainted with them. 


• What relation does the article have to what you already know 
about the topic in general? Your specific research question?


• What are the implications of this article for what we know? What 
contribution has the paper made to scientific understanding of 
the topic, and where do we go from here?

Integrate the article into your body of knowledge
The close read



• What specific problem does this research address? Why is it 
important?


• Is the method used a good one? The best one?

• What are the specific findings/arguments? How are the findings 

unique/new/unusual or supportive of other work in the field?

• Are the findings supported by persuasive evidence/arguments? 

Is there an alternative interpretation of the data that the author 
did not address?


• How can this topic be investigated from the perspective of my 
own language? What could be the possible hurdles such an 
investigation would face? How would I solve them?

At the end of your close read, you should be able to think/
answer the following questions 

The close read



1. An APA style reference.

2. A short paragraph of 150-200 words in 3 or 4 sentences 

indicating:

- The question or problem addressed by the article -- mention 

the theoretical bias of paper

- The argumentation: If a theory paper, you may want to outline, 

its main theoretical claims and steps to them, if a data paper, 
then key data used; the article's thesis and conclusions


3. Your assessment of its usefulness to your research goals:  e.g.,, 
maybe you need only the bibliography or itis useful for a specific 
discussion of a particular theory


4. Any useful definitions or key ideas, in quotes (cite page number). 

• In other words you can transform your first read summaries into 

an annotation.

Components
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 



• An outline is a good way to begin planning your writing, and is 
also extremely useful when you begin writing, as it presents an 
ordered overview of your writing. To get a preliminary outline, jot 
down ideas or key words in a rough list, and then: 

• Give order to the list by arranging items into major and minor 

ideas. Read it, and eliminate useless information, and then 
ponder the connections between these ideas. 


• Order these ideas by arranging the material in subsections 
(from general to specific or from abstract to concrete) You can 
then label these groupings in terms of main and sub-headings, 
remembering that main headings should feature ideas or 
concepts that are of the same level of generality or importance. 


• The process of outlining reveals to you the relationships among 
ideas in your writing, so make it a habit! 

Outlining
Thinking about writing your own


