
BLACK + BLUE 
(HNR340) US Religions and the Regulation of Bodies of Color 
This course examines the role that religion has played in the surveillance, policing, and  
resistance efforts of American communities of color.  Readings and assignments provide  
historical and contemporary context for three current points of American political  
conflict: the #NoDAPL water protection effort; #BlackLivesMatter; and immigration  
(with particular attention to the Latinx and Muslim communities).  Students  
will engage challenging scholarship and primary sources, as well as popular  
fiction, online discourse, podcasts, and images to better understand the  
complex and multiple ways religion has functioned to oppress  
and uplift Black, Latinx, Indigenous, and Immigrant Americans  
throughout the nation’s violent history. 

Tuesdays + Thursdays 9:30-11am                                             Twitter: #SyrRelBodies 



expectations 

class  
format 

tech 

 

I AM  COMMITTED TO  
  MAKING OUR  CAMPUS &  
     OUR CLASSROOM AN   
       INCLUSIVE & SUPPORTIVE  
          LEARNING ENVIRONMENT  
        FOR PEOPLE OF ALL SEXUAL  
        ORIENTATIONS, GENDER  
       IDENTITIES, & GENDER  
     EXPRESSIONS. 

Every class will center on discussion of 
the assigned sources; some will  

combine lecture, multimedia, and/or 
presentation elements as well.  None of 

these work unless you attend class  
regularly and do the readings.  

Come to class ready to analyze and  
respond to the primary documents  
and secondary sources assigned.   
(The Reading Notes exercise is  

designed to help you do just that.)   
Participating in the discussions will be 
easier if you bring your readings and 
notes to class with you, so be sure to 

print them ahead of time.    

Your active engagement in discussions 
and class activities is essential to your 
success in this class.  Remember that 

“engagement” includes active listening 
as well as speaking. 

EXCELLENT 

 You’re present, prepared, and engaged.  You  
consistently refer to the readings, lectures, and class 
discussions from other weeks. You  encourage others’ 
comments and questions in a productive and  
respectful manner. 

 

GOOD 

 You’re present and prepared, and you offer  
thoughtful questions and comments that demon-
strate your preparation for discussion and attention 
to readings and lectures.  

ADEQUATE 
 You’re present and prepared, but limit your  

contributions to several surface-level observations  
or clarifying questions about lectures or readings. 

MINIMAL 
 You usually make a single comment during discus-

sions in response to another student’s observations 
or insights.  (“I agree with them.”) 

Attendance isn’t enough. To succeed in this class, you must fully engage in 
activities and discussions. These criteria determine your participation grade.  

IN SHORT: SPEAK UP! 
Unless you have learning accommoda-

tions that require their use, laptops and 
other devices are only permitted in the 
classroom for specific activities.  You 

are also required to use certain  
technologies to complete your assign-
ments.  Specifically, you need to know 
how to create PDFs and submit them 

via Blackboard.  Unless otherwise  
directed, you must submit all  

assignments in PDF via Blackboard.   
I do not accept submissions via email 

or in *.doc or *.docx formats. 

You will also need a Twitter account.  
We will discuss Twitter assignments in 

greater detail in class. 

This is an upper-level honors class.  A background in religion or 
American history is not required; but if you are unfamiliar with 

humanities scholarship, you might find some course assignments 
challenging. Be sure to read all directions closely and ask for 

help when you need it (before the assignment is due!).   
Regardless of your background, treat all classmates, and all  

traditions with scholarly respect. As scholars of religion, it is not 
our job to evaluate the truth or validity of a tradition.  We  

examine the evidence we have so that we may better  
contextualize practices, beliefs, communities, and cultures. 

ARE YOU PARTICIPATING? 

http://lgbt.syr.edu/trainings/safer-people-safer-spaces.html


attendance & 
participation 

accessibility 
@ syracuse 

There is no attendance grade for this class — 
you must participate in the conversation to  
receive credit for attending.  Unless granted  
an exception due to hospitalization, family 

emergency, or another extenuating  
circumstance, students who miss three or 

more classes will lose two points per  
missed class from their final grades. 

Students must meet with me once before 
Spring Break.  Contact me before 1 March  

to schedule this meeting.  

Please don’t arrive late for class:  
it distracts me and your classmates,  

and it’s very rude.  Also, please turn off your 
cell phone before arriving for class.  Anyone 
using their phones, tablets, etc., for reasons 
unrelated to class will be asked to leave and 

may not make up any missed work. 

Sex and gender-based violence and  
harassment are civil rights offenses, subject to 
the same kinds of penalties applied to offenses 

against other protected categories (race,  
national origin, etc.).  Survivors are entitled to 
confidential support.  If you are someone you 

know has been harassed or assaulted,  
Syracuse wants to help.   
Here are our resources.  If you need in-class or testing accommodations  

because of accessibility issues, have emergency 
medical information, or require specific  
arrangements in the event of a building  

evacuation, please inform me as soon as possible. 

Students who require testing accommodations 
must pre-register with Syracuse’s Office of  

Disability Services and inform me during the first 
week of class.  Please note that you are responsible 
for making timely arrangements with ODS and me 

regarding your testing accommodations.  

http://inclusion.syr.edu/srv/
http://disabilityservices.syr.edu/
http://disabilityservices.syr.edu/


plagiarism & cheating 
Presenting someone else’s thoughts, words, or ideas as your own is plagiarism.  Please don’t cheat or  

plagiarize: you will fail the course.  Complete the plagiarism tutorial and submit a passing certificate before 
24 January if you intend to remain in this class.  If you’re still unclear about what constitutes plagiarism, 

please consult the “What Is Plagiarism?” handout available on Blackboard or Syracuse University’s 
Academic Integrity Policy.  “I didn’t know” is not an excuse.  Go know. 

PERCENTAGES 
 

   10% Participation 

   10% Events @ Syracuse 

   15% Media Literacy 

   15% Harkness Discussions 

   20% Final Project 

   30% Reading Notes 

RUBRIC 
 

        A    =    94 — 100 

        A-  =    90 — 93 

        B+  =    87 — 89 

        B    =    83 — 86 

        B-  =    80 — 82 

        C+  =    77 — 79 

        C    =    73 — 76 

        D+  =    70 — 72 

        F    =    69 and below 

grading 
In this course, you will be graded on  
how you think, not what you think.   

In other words, you will not be graded on  
your beliefs, opinions, or the positions you  
advance.  You will be graded on how well  

you articulate your thoughts and positions, 
how closely you read the assigned texts, and 
how much your ability to think critically and 
synthetically about course themes develops 

throughout the semester. 

http://academicintegrity.syr.edu/academic-integrity-policy/
http://academicintegrity.syr.edu/academic-integrity-policy/
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 events @ Syracuse 

Syracuse sponsors a number of events pertinent to the study of race and American religion.  Attend 
no fewer than three of these events.  At some point in the semester, we will visit Skä•noñh Great Law 
of Peace Center in Liverpool, to learn more about the work and culture of the Haudenosaunee; you 
are encouraged but not required to attend.  Cherie Moraga and Winona LaDuke’s public talks will  
also be of particular interest.  For each event you attend, submit an event report that summarizes 
the discussion/content and relates it to our class conversations and assigned readings.  Your event 
report should directly reference class materials.   
 
Submit your report via Blackboard within a week of attending the event.  Refer to the assignment 
sheet for further instructions.  Please note that you must submit at least three event reports to  
receive any credit for this assignment.  You may live-tweet the event for additional credit. 

harkness discussions 
This is a method designed to spark rigorous, student-led classroom discussions.  Three times in the  
semester, students will use the class period to respond to a prompt provided in advance.  Students 
will also receive further research questions and a list of required readings.  I will record the  
conversation but participate only to pause the conversation for check-ins.  

All participants will earn a single grade for each discussion. You must be in class to earn grades for 
these discussions.  If you arrive unprepared, you will be asked to leave the discussion and earn a 
zero for the assignment.   Review the assignment sheet for further instructions. 
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reading notes 
Learning to read, understand, and think critically about challenging material is a key skill for liberal 
arts scholarship. This assignment will help you become a more careful reader of these texts and 
jump-start your preparation for your Harkness discussions. You are responsible for providing  
reading notes for one source assigned on the days marked RN on the following schedule.  Reading 
notes are due on Blackboard by midnight before class.  Please review the assignment sheet, rubric, 
and sample assignment for further instructions. 

media literacy 
Students will follow hashtags pertinent 
to the communities and controversies 
central to course themes (including but 
not limited to #BlackLivesMatter and 
#NoDAPL).  To prepare for “context”  
discussions at the start of each unit, 
students bring  credible news stories to 
share on each issue.  Five times during 
the semester, students will tweet news 
items related to course discussions 
(#SyrRelBodies).  Some in-class assign-
ments will also include live tweeting. 

final project 
Your final project should combine analysis of a central issue in this class (resistance, embodiment, 
commodification, racialization, etc.) and creative, accessible presentation.  Your presentation can 
take any form you choose: podcast, photography exhibit, Buzzfeed explainer, video, or something 
else entirely.  Choose a format that allows you to best express your scholarly analysis and personal 
engagement with the topic.  We will shape this assignment further as the semester progresses.  

extra credit 
For up to three points on your final grade, 
you may write a 750-1000 word analysis of 
a popular culture portrayal of the  
relationship between race and American 
religion.  (Hulu’s forthcoming production of  
A Handmaid’s Tale might be of particular 
interest.)  Summarize the plot and discuss 
the ways the source portrays the this  
relationship.  How do our readings and 
discussions help you think more critically 
about this source?  You may only submit 
an extra credit analysis if you have  
completed all other coursework.  



CLASS SCHEDULE 
DATE TOPIC READINGS 

T 17 January Introductions Baldwin, “Open Letter to My Sister, Miss Angela Davis” 

R 19 January Race and Religion Nichols, “Charged with Impiety” 
Schulson, “The Islamophobia Election” 
Whitley, “America’s Religion Problem” 

Podcasts: EITHER CodeSwitch, “Can We Talk About Whiteness?” 
OR Historically Black, “The Question of Black Identity” 

T 24 January Reading Strategies:  
primary sources & credible news 

Robins-Early, “How to Recognize a Fake News Story” 
Inskeep, “A Finder’s Guide to Facts” 
Clark, “Information Literacy Won’t Save Us” 
Zuylen-Wood, “What It’s Like to Read Fake News for 2 Weeks” 

R 26 January Decoding Racism Ellison, Invisible Man 
Coates, “Letter to My Son” 

#NoDAPL and Indigenous American Religion(s) 
T 31 January 
RN 

Contextualizing #NoDAPL Dunbar-Ortiz, Introduction and Conclusion 
Dees, “Resisting the Inevitable Narrative” 
Hayes, “How to Talk about #NoDAPL” 
Bailey, “It’s About Religion” 
Estes, “Fighting for Our Lives: #NoDAPL in Historical Context” 

R 2 February 
RN 

Indigenous Resistance Wenger, “We Are Guaranteed Freedom” 
Titkala-Sa, “Why I Am a Pagan” 
Dunbar-Ortiz, “Ghost Dance Prophecy”  

T 7 February  
RN 

Defining Native Religion(s) Crawford and Kelley, “Introduction” 
Arnold, “Sacred Landscapes of NY State” 
“The Haudenosaunee Address to the Western World”  

R 9 February  
RN 

Borderlands Anzaldua, “La Consciencia de la Mestiza”  
Hendrickson, “Neo-shamans, Curanderismo and Scholars”  
“The Sorcerer Cricket” 
NPR, “Descendants of Native American Slaves” 

T 14 February 
RN 

Indigenous Religious Freedom? Employment Division v. Smith (1990)  
RFRA (1993) 
Sullivan, “The World That Smith Made” 
Dunbar-Ortiz, “The Doctrine of Discovery” 

R 16 February Harkness 1  
 

“One way of gauging a nation’s health, or of discerning what it really considers  
to be its interests...is to examine those people it elects to represent or protect it.”   

     James Baldwin   

http://religiondispatches.org/charged-with-impiety-when-black-bodies-defy-tradition/
http://religiondispatches.org/muslim-racialization/?platform=hootsuite
http://marginalia.lareviewofbooks.org/mrblog-americas-religion-problem/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/fake-news-guide-facebook_us_5831c6aae4b058ce7aaba169
http://www.npr.org/2016/12/11/505154631/a-finders-guide-to-facts
https://wp.nyu.edu/therevealer/2016/12/07/resisting-the-inevitable-narrative-standing-rocks-anti-colonial-eventualities/
https://transformativespaces.org/2016/10/27/how-to-talk-about-nodapl-a-native-perspective/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2016/12/05/the-dakota-access-pipeline-isnt-just-about-the-environment-its-about-religion/?utm_term=.b59c8f53f301
https://therednation.org/2016/09/18/fighting-for-our-lives-nodapl-in-context/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1Al1jNPHCs#action=share
http://www.npr.org/2016/12/29/505271148/descendants-of-native-american-slaves-in-new-mexico-emerge-from-obscurity


CLASS SCHEDULE 
DATE TOPIC READINGS 

#BlackLivesMatter and African American Religion(s) 
T 21 February 

RN 

News / Background Johnson, Introduction & Conclusion 
Weisenfeld, “Religion on Display” 
“Conversations in Black: Sylvester Johnson” 
Khabeer, “#BlackLivesMatter” 

R 23 February Catch-up Day 

T 28 February 
RN 

Black Atlantic Religion and  
Afro-European Commerce 

SJ Ch1, pp 13-55 
Demby, “Finding a Way Home Through the Door of No Return” 
HB, “Tracking Down a Slave’s Bill of Sale” 

R 2 March 
RN 

On Religious Matters SJ Ch 2, pp 56-106 
Johnson, “The Souls of White Folk”  

T 7 March 
RN 

Colonial Governance and  
Religious Subjectivity 

SJ Ch 3, pp 107-158 
IF, “Religion, Secularism, and Black Lives Matter” 

R 9 March 
RN 

Black Political Theology, White  
Redemption, and Soldiers for Empire 

SJ Ch 5, pp 209-272 
Impolite Conversation, “#BLM and Black Protestant Activism” 

T 14 March 
Spring Break 

R 16 March 

T 21 March Screening: Duvernay, The 13th 

R 23 March 
RN 

Garveyism, Anticolonialism, and the 
State Repression of Black Religions 

SJ Ch 6, pp 273-324 
Daily Show, “Suppressing the Vote” 

T 28 March 

RN 

 

Fundamentalism, Counterintelligence, 
and the “Negro Rebellion” 

SJ Ch 7, pp 325-376 
Cohen, “Bill to Remove J. Edgar Hoover’s Name” 
WaPo, “Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram” 

http://sacredmattersmagazine.com/religion-on-display-at-the-national-museum-of-african-american-history-and-culture/
http://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2016/10/25/498833757/finding-a-way-home-through-the-door-of-no-return
http://www.apmreports.org/story/2016/10/03/historically-black-slave-bill-of-sale
http://bostonreview.net/podcast/walter-johnson-souls-white-folk
http://blogs.ssrc.org/tif/2016/09/22/religion-secularism-and-black-lives-matter/
http://marginalia.lareviewofbooks.org/impolite-conversation-5-blacklivesmatter-and-black-protestant-activism/
http://www.cc.com/video-clips/dxhtvk/the-daily-show-with-jon-stewart-suppressing-the-vote


CLASS SCHEDULE 
DATE TOPIC READINGS 

R 30 March Harkness 2  

Immigrant Communities and American Religion(s) 
T 4 April Contextualizing American Islam US Constitution, Article VI, P 3 

Morgenstein-Fuerst, “Tracking Hate” 
Kundnani, from The Muslims Are Coming 
CodeSwitch, “Muslim Two-ness” 
Bilici, “Between Legal Citizenship and Public Exclusion” 
“Most Americans Overestimate Muslim Population” 

R 6 April 

RN 

Muslim Surveillance and Resistance Barkun, “The FBI and American Muslims after 9/11” 
Farrakhan, “Million Man March” 
Danan, “Tips for Posing as Muslim” 
Shamas, “Four Ways the US is Already Banning Muslims” 

T 11 April 

RN 

Islam + Gender Hammer, “(Muslim) Women’s Bodies, Islamophobia” 
Khabeer, “Cool Muslim Dandies” 
Keenan, “Teacher’s Request to Unveil” 
Mahmood and Hirschkind, “Feminism, the Taliban” 

R 13 April 

RN 

Contextualizing Latinx Religion “Two Centuries of US Immigration”  
Bauer, “Undercover with a Border Militia” 
Prayers, “Mexica” 
Newton, “Latino/a Pentecostals” 
On the Media: “Secrecy at the Border” 

T 18 April 

RN 

Pulse Marginalia, “For All That is Good and Holy” 
Cervantes, “Sacred Geography” 
Safi, “Light Through the Wounds of Orlando” 
Massie, “America’s Faith-Based Homophobia Problem” 

R 20 April 

RN 

Religion + the Chicano Movement Rodriguez, “Mexican Americanism+the Long Chicano Movement”  
Moraga, “Queer Aztlan: the Re-formation of Chicano Tribe” 
“El Plan Espiritual de Aztlan” 

T 25 April Harkness 3    

R 27 April Final Presentations  (1) 

T 2 May Final Presentations  (2) 

 

“Ignorance splits people, creates prejudices.   
A misinformed people is a subjugated people.” 

     
Gloria Anzaldúa   

http://blogs.ssrc.org/tif/2016/10/20/american-muslims-between-legal-citizenship-and-public-exclusion/
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/most-americans-overestimate-muslim-population-17x-poll-shows-n696071
https://www.mcsweeneys.net/articles/tips-for-posing-as-muslim
http://georgiastatesignal.com/niqab-wearing-muslim-student-refuses-teachers-request-unveil/
http://metrocosm.com/us-immigration-history-map.html
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2016/10/undercover-border-militia-immigration-bauer
http://remezcla.com/releases/music/prayers-mexica-video/
https://sowingtheseed.org/2016/12/12/an-america-past-time-latinao-pentecostals-and-the-119-election/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/on-the-media-2014-02-28/
http://www.vox.com/2016/6/15/11932454/orlando-shooting-LGBTQ-homophobia-religion


This syllabus is a blueprint, not a contract. As we progress through 
the semester, I may shift assignments and requirements.  But I will 
not add more readings or assignments than are currently listed here.  

          CLASS INFORMATION 
 

     Instructor:   Prof. Megan Goodwin 
   Office:    Hall of Languages 513 
   Office Hours:  TR 2:30 - 3:30pm  
   Email:    mpgoodwi@syr.edu 
   Twitter:    #SyrRelBodies 

24 Jan         Syllabus + Plagiarism Quizzes due 
26 Jan         Invisible Man discussion 
16 Feb         Harkness discussion #1 
 9 Mar         Screening: The 13th 
30 Mar        Harkness discussion #2 
25 Apr         Harkness discussion #3 
27 Apr          Final presentations (1) 
2 May          Final presentations (2) 

important dates 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/BatesRelPol

