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Grammy Award-Winning Executive Editor & Prolific Author 

SUMMARY 
 

• Senior publishing executive and published author with 30+ years’ experience specializing in building lists 

based on a publisher’s established strengths while recognizing new opportunities to work across other lists.  

• Adept at interfacing cross-functionally with marketing, sales, manufacturing, online product development, 

and finance and administration.   

• Repeatedly accomplished at conceiving, developing, and launching successful new products and programs. 

• Long record of helping authors develop manuscripts, from proposal stage to published books.  Notable success 
in working with younger academics who went on to long and successful publishing careers in their fields. 

• Hands-on experience in all aspects of editorial work, including writing, editing, indexing, manuscript 

development, development of interactive e-texts and online learning materials, marketing and sales, social 

media posting, presenting at sales conferences and academic meetings, and working with reps. 

• Author of more than 20 nonfiction works, several of which have been named to top 10 lists and won high 
recommendations from critics and academic journals.   

 

 

CHRONOLOGICAL WORK HISTORY 
 

Senior Acquisitions Editor, New York culture and history, SUNY Press                  2019 – 
Executive Editor, Higher Education, Music and Art, Oxford University Press          2011 – 2019 
Executive Editor, Music, Pearson Education          2005 – 2011 

Executive Editor, Music/Publishing Editor, Humanities, Routledge/Taylor & Francis Group    2000 – 2005  

Executive Editor, Music, Schirmer Books/Macmillan         1995 – 2000 
Founder and Publisher, A Cappella Books/Chicago Review Press        1990 – 1994 

Executive Editor / Vice President, Princeton Book Co            1984 – 1990 

Freelance Author / Editor            1980 – 1984  

Freelance Record Producer, Folkways Records and Service Corporation       1976 – 1980  

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

At the Executive Editor Level 

(Five Leadership Positions) 
 

Academic 

• Established textbook lists and introduced several new successful introductory titles. 

• Published award-winning trade books in classical, popular, and world music; developed web-based 
solutions for introductory courses in music. 

• Oversaw the development and introduction of new academic series publications aimed at the library market.  

• Established review panels and found appropriate reviewers. 

• Wrote text for online and print materials including test banks, assessment materials, and instructor manuals. 

• Visited campus to identify new authors 

• Negotiated contracts with authors and outside vendors; prepared financial and list plans. 

• Prepared financial reports and list plans. 

• Prepared prepublication proposal documents to present at Editorial Boards, including anticipated 

sales and production costs. 
 

Teamwork & Leadership 

• Worked with marketing, sales, production, and manufacturing departments to create successful new 

products and revisions. 

• Served as training manager for Editorial and Marketing Assistants  

• Managed individual teams of up to ten people, including Associate Editors and Editorial Assistants. 
 

  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/princeton-book-co/
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Revenue Enhancement & Business 

• At Oxford U Press:  Built new art history and art technique list to $1 annual revenue in 3 years. 

• At Pearson Education: Managed $15 million list; signed $2 million new product; published 15-20 new and 

revised titles annually. 

• At Schirmer/Macmillan: Oversaw academic, reference, and trade lists; built list from under $1M to $7M in 5 

years. 

• At Routledge/Taylor and Francis:  Successfully integrated purchased music list into the main publishing 
program; built list to over 3 million dollars from $250,000 beginning; published 50+ successful trade, 

textbook, academic, and reference titles; promoted to oversee Humanities list 

• At a cappella books/Chicago Review Press:  Established new list in the arts; launched 35 successful trade 

and textbook titles 

• At Princeton Book Co.: Oversaw monthly Book Club; negotiated purchase of books and videos; wrote 

monthly newsletter sent to membership; oversaw maintenance of customer database; tracked inventory.  

 

Product Creation and Launches 

• Developed manuscripts from initial proposal through finished books. 

• Launched first successful new music appreciation franchise in 20 years with more than 30,000 users. 

• Launched first new successful Intro to World Music textbook in over a decade, with 10,000 users. 

• Created interactive e-text products; researched appropriate online materials for hyperlinking; developed 

online pedagogy and assessment materials; consulted and developed content for software packages for 
assessment; worked with inhouse development team for online products. 

• Introduced new library reference product and built established franchises, expanding product offerings in 

both print and digital. 

• Produced original video documentaries and interactive e-texts working with audio, video, animation, and 

other providers; cleared rights for recordings and videos. 

• Worked with authors to develop proposals; prepared prepublication proposal documents to present at 
editorial boards, including anticipated sales and production costs. 

• Presented new titles at sales meetings and worked closely with both traveling and in-house rep groups. 
 

At the Founder and Publisher Level 
 

• Established new trade and textbook imprint in the performing arts. 

• Worked closely with design, production, manufacturing, sales, and marketing departments. 
 

At the Freelance, Author, and Consultant Level Levels 
 

• Author of more than 20 nonfiction works that won high recommendations from critics and academic journals.   

• Developed manuscripts in music and the humanities. 

• Did proofreading, indexing, and rights clearance for recordings and videos. 

• Wrote marketing and sales copy. 

• Worked with individual authors to develop book proposals. 

• Wrote proposals for grants and book projects. 

• Copy edited, proofread, and indexed; worked on titles in law, the humanities, social sciences, psychology, 
technical texts, textbooks, and reference works. 

• Recorded, edited, and produced 15 albums for release; wrote liner notes; edited tapes 

 

EDUCATION 
 

Masters Degree, English Literature, University of Virginia, High Honors       1980 

Bachelor Degree, English Literature, Oberlin College, High Honors, Phi Beta Kappa       1978 
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
 

• Grammy Award, Best Liner Notes – 2017 

For: Sissle and Blake Sing Shuffle Along; cowinner with Ken Bloom 
 

• Selected by Little Steven (Bruce Springsteen’s guitarist) as A “Top Ten Music Book of the Year” 

– 2016 

Godfather of the Music Business 
 

• Humanities “Editor of the Year,” Pearson Education – 2009 
 

• Selected by Library Journal as a “Reference Book of the Year” – 2002  

Country Music Encyclopedia 
 

• Smithsonian/Folkways Archives in the Smithsonian Office of Folklife 

Produced recordings that re now deposited at the Smithsonian Institution 
 

• National Endowment for the Humanities, Youthgrant—1975 

Grant for research in music history and performance.  Publication by Folkways Records. 
 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 

 

• Eubie Blake: Rags, Rhythm, and Race 

Coauthored with Ken Bloom 
Oxford University Press, 2020 

 

• Country Music: A Very Short Introduction 

Oxford University Press, 2019 

 

• Godfather of the Music Business 

University of Mississippi Press, 2016 

 

• Ain't Nothing Like the Real Thing: The Apollo Theater Story 

Coedited with Kinshasha Conwill 
Smithsonian Books, 2009 

Accompanied museum exhibit at the Smithsonian Museum of American History 

 

• Worlds of Sound: The Smithsonian/Folkways Story 

HarperCollins Publishers, 2008 

 

• Country Music 

Blackdog and Leventhal, 2005  

 

• Encyclopedia of American Popular Music (6 volumes) 

General editor and author of two volumes 

Facts on File, 2003-06 

Recommended for all libraries by School Library Journal 
 

• Country Music Encyclopedia 

Routledge/Taylor and Francis, 2002 

 

• The Big Book of Country Music 

Penguin, 1995 

 

• The World of Music (4 volumes) 

Facts on File, 1986-90 

 


