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CAREER PROFILE (Education and Employment) 

2020–Present: Postdoctoral Research Fellow—'Ports, Past and Present’ project (funded by 

the EU Regional Development fund under the Ireland Wales Initiative), 

University College Cork, Ireland 

2018–20: Government of Ireland Postdoctoral Fellow—'Deep Mapping the Spiritual 

Waterscape of Ireland’s Lakes: The Case of Lough Derg, Donegal’ (funded by 

the Irish Research Council), Geography, Trinity College Dublin, Ireland. 

[finished early for current role] 

2018: Marketing Officer—The Open Library of Humanities (funded by OpenAIRE), 

Birkbeck, University of London, UK.  

2018: Research Assistant—‘A Strategic Conversation About Ethics’ initiative, Trinity 

College Dublin, Ireland. 

2017–18:  Research Assistant—‘SHAPE-ID’ STEM-SSH integration proposal, European 

Commission Societal Challenge bid (funded by Enterprise Ireland), Trinity 

College Dublin, Ireland.  

2017–18:  Visiting Research Fellow—Trinity Long Room Hub, Trinity College Dublin, 

Ireland [non-stipendiary] 

2015–17: Research Associate—Centre for Medieval Studies, University of York, UK [non-

stipendiary] 

2014–17 House Editor (Journals/Law Reports) and Specialist Editor (Online Testing)—

Sweet & Maxwell, Thomson Reuters Legal, UK [source of income] 

2013:  Editorial Assistant—Brepols Publishers, Turnhout, Belgium. 

2013: Research Assistant—Digital Manuscript Studies, MA curriculum development, 

School of Humanities, University of Western Australia.  

2009–13: PhD, History (Medieval and Early Modern Studies), University of Western 

Australia. Thesis: ‘Water as Medieval Intellectual Entity: Case Studies in 

Twelfth-Century Western Monasticism’. Awarded March 2015. 

2008:   Honours (Medieval and Early Modern Studies), First Class (1A), 2008 

https://sfdora.org/
mailto:james.smith@ucc.ie
https://twitter/ScrivenerSmith
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1370-3923
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2004–07:  BA, Medieval and Early Modern Studies, Political Science and International 

Relations, University of Western Australia, 2007 

 

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS IN RESEARCH EXCELLENCE & IMPACT 

A. Key Achievements in the Generation of Knowledge 

• Publication of a well-received monograph in water in medieval intellectual culture 
that is now being cited in and integrated into subsequent monographs and discourses 
on the topic (senior authored publications #1). Further publications on this body of 
PhD research have been converted into well-received publications. The publication of 
a pair of water-related think pieces (other publications #2 and #3) that have become 
well cited and well-regarded contributions to growing debates on water policy, non-
human agency, non-human rights and the rights of rivers as non-human persons. 

• The creation of Digital Derg, an IRC GOIPD-funded digital humanities deep map of 
Lough Derg in Ireland’s County Donegal based on the Omeka content management 
system (https://digitalderg.eu/). The map has been used as a research resource since 
its creation, generated three publications and forms the core of a monograph project 
that promises to offer a substantial original contribution to scholarship on the topic. 
It forms the core of the PI’s monograph project within this proposal. 

• Public humanities work using the Omeka content management system and app 
development work as part of the Ports, Past and Present project that has raised 
awareness of the coastal culture of the Irish Sea basin and its ports in the academic 
and public eye and contributed to a new and multi-faceted history and identity for 
the region. This work will lead to open datasets of heritage material and project 
documentation and a data paper (https://portspastpresent.eu/items/browse/). 

 

B. Key Achievements in the Development of Individuals 
 

• Coordinating digital public history training, mentoring and stakeholder engagement 
for the Ports, Past and Present project across five port towns under the aegis of the 
Ireland Wales Cooperation Programme. 

• Main proposer of the 2020 COST Action bid ‘Cultures of Europe’s Historic Routes’ 
(CEuHR), consisting of 26 COST partner nations, 2 international partners, 2 near 
neighbour partners and 1 European RTD organisation with 57.7% Inclusiveness 
Target Countries and a 50/50 gender distribution. Sought and won Enterprise Ireland 
funding to hire a research officer for the bid, who was recently appointed to a part 
time postdoctoral position for the CLASP project at Oxford. 

• Winning a competitive place in the Institute for Historical Research Partnership 
Seminars scheme for a series of webinars on Coastal Connections as convenor of a 
Coastal History Network committee. 

 

C. Key Achievements Supporting Broader Society & the Economy  
 

• Winning the Open Researcher of the Year award for 2020 at University College Cork 
for my work as an open access advocate in Ireland at Trinity College Dublin and UCC. 

• Working as a marketing officer and advocacy coordinator for the Open Library of 
Humanities, an innovative scholar-led open access journal publishing consortium. 

https://digitalderg.eu/
https://portspastpresent.eu/items/browse/
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• Being recruited as committee member on the TCD open scholarship taskforce 
headed by the Dean of Research (now Provost Elect) Professor Linda Doyle, and 
involvement in the TCD library Unboxing Open Scholarship initiative. 

 

D. Key Achievements Supporting the Research Community  
 

• Active peer reviewer of environmental humanities monographs and the Arcadia 
journal. 

• Involvement in project public speaking, workshops and training as part of the Ports, 
Past and Present project. 

• Membership of a series of growing initiatives including the Coastal History Network, 
the Irish Humanities Alliance Humanities for the Anthropocene Network, the UK-
Ireland Digital Humanities Network, and the DARIAH Research Data Management and 
Geohumanities working groups. 

 

SECTION 2 – Publication Details  

SELECTED SENIOR-AUTHOR PUBLICATIONS 

 
1. James L. Smith, Water in Medieval Intellectual Culture: Case-Studies from Twelfth-

Century Monasticism, Cursor Mundi 30, Turnhout, Brepols, 2018. Print 
Monograph. DOI: 10.1484/M.CURSOR-EB.5.112274 
 

Brepols is a prestigious publisher in the field of medieval studies, and the 

Cursor Mundi series is a well-regarded collection printed under the auspices of 

the UCLA Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies. The principal value of 

the material within the book for readers is derived from its bridging of the 

studies of literature and environment, and the history of ideas. This book 

demonstrates the overlap of medieval practices of thought and the 

phenomenal experience of the environment, and also provides a set of focused 

case studies on medieval forms of water imagery.  

2. James L. Smith, Anxieties of Access: Remembering as a Lake, Environmental 
Humanities, vol. 13, no. 1, 2021, 245–263. Open Access (Gold). DOI: 
10.1215/22011919-8867296. 

 
This piece was written based on IRC-funded research on Lough Derg while on a 
two-week writing fellowship at the University of Stavanger, Norway. It 
promises to be a high-level intervention in environmental history, 
demonstrates some of the methodological thinking behind this proposed 
project, and will form some of the core methodology of the PI’s monograph 
project. 

 
3. James L. Smith, Rural Waterscape and Emotional Sectarianism in Accounts of 

Lough Derg, County Donegal, Rural Landscapes, vol. 6, no. 1, 2019, 1–14. Open 
Access (Gold). DOI: 10.16993/rl.54 

 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1484/M.CURSOR-EB.5.112274
https://doi.org/10.1215/22011919-8867296
http://doi.org/10.16993/rl.54


4 
 

This piece was written based on IRC-funded research on Lough Derg and was 

written within a human geography context. It demonstrates the 

methodological flexibility of the PI and his ability to adapt to new publishing 

paradigms based on the task at hand, and his ability to delivery in-depth peer 

reviewed articles based on active research projects in a timely manner. 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

 
1. James L. Smith, Imaginary Worlds: Plural Seas, Liminal Foundations, Contested 

Identities, in Elizabeth Lambourn (ed), The Cultural History of the Sea: The 
Medieval Age, London: Bloomsbury, 2021, 193-216. Chapter in Edited Volume. 
 
This recently published essay is my most high impact piece to date, summarising 
and steering the state of the field within the blue humanities and medieval 
studies. It is both a summation of existing work (e.g. #5 on this list) and a 
substantial original contribution. It demonstrates my ability to influence 
scholarship within the emerging field that forms the heart of my proposed SFI-IRC 
Pathway project. 
 

2. Ruth A. Morgan and James L. Smith, Pre-Modern Streams of Thought in Twenty-
First Century Water Management, Radical History Review, vol.116, 2013, 105–
129. Open Access (Green) – Author order alphabetical. DOI: 10.17613/M64B7G. 

 
I was a 50/50 joint first author of this publication. This publication is beginning to 
demonstrate strong impact through citations in water management books and 
essays. The issue of Radical History Review in which this essay appears, vol.116 on 
‘Water: History, Power, Crisis’, was the 2013 co-winner of the Council of Editors of 
Learned Journals (CELJ) award for best special issue: "Issues chosen for this award 
must reach a greater, popular audience. Collectively, in essays and photos, the 
contributors in this special issue investigate how water or its absence has affected 
human societies and seek to historicize the politics of the struggle to control one 
of our most crucial natural resources".  
 

3. James L. Smith, I, River?: New Materialism, Riparian Non-Human Agency, and the 
Scale of Democratic Reform, Asia-Pacific Viewpoint, vol.58, no.1, 2017,  99–111. 
Open Access (Green). DOI: 10.17613/M6747B. 
 
This article is significant due to its synthesis of perspectives gained from my work 
as a medievalist to make an intervention in our understanding of democratic 
enfranchisement, legal precedent, the bioethics of environmental philosophy, and 
our economic future. It demonstrates my ability to place a publication in 
prominent publication outside of my direct discipline. The article has recently been 
cited in the volume 'Water Policy, Imagination and Innovation: Interdisciplinary 
Approaches' (Routledge, 2018) and is a reading in several syllabi. Published as 
part of a themed journal issue on the topic of 'Water Democracies' 
(http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/apv.2017.58.issue-1/issuetoc). In 
2020-21 the piece has become increasingly frequently cited in a growing discourse 
about the rights of nature in relation to non-human agency and new materialist 
philosophy. 

https://hcommons.org/deposits/item/hc:14987
https://hcommons.org/deposits/item/hc:15001
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/apv.2017.58.issue-1/issuetoc
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4. James L. Smith and Steve Mentz, Learning an Inclusive Blue Humanities: Oceania 

and Academia through the Lens of Cinema, Humanities, vol. 9, 2020, no. 3, 67. 
Open Access (Gold) – First author. DOI: 10.3390/h9030067. 
 
This piece is a 50/50 collaboration with Steve Mentz, a field-defining blue 
humanities scholar. It derives from questions raised in #1 on this list. The essay 
was written for a themed collection entitled ‘World Literature and the Blue 
Humanities’ 
(https://www.mdpi.com/journal/humanities/special_issues/blue_humanities) and 
it is anticipated that it will play an influential role in the reshaping of the blue 
humanities to embrace and be hospitable to the blue knowledges of First Peoples. 
 

5. James L. Smith, Brendan meets Columbus: A more commodious islescape, 
postmedieval, vol.7, no.4, 526–538. Open Access (Green). DOI: 
10.17613/M6TV1K. 

 
Published as part of a themed journal issue on the topic of 'Our Sea of Islands: 
New Approaches to British Insularity in the Late Middle Ages' 
(https://link.springer.com/journal/41280/7/4/page/1). This article is significant 
because it demonstrates my ability to publish in one of the highest ranked and 
most innovative medieval studies journals as part of a conversation as the most 
junior author in a collection of senior scholars. It is also an application of cultural 
history methodologies to a topic that has primarily been approached from a 
literary criticism perspective. The piece led directly to #1 on this list, an influential 
contribution to the Bloomsbury Cultural History of the Sea.  

 
6. James L. Smith, Medieval Water Energies: Philosophical, Hydro-Social, and 

Intellectual. Open Library of Humanities, vol. 4, no. 2, 1–28. Open Access (Gold). 
DOI: 10.16995/olh.228. 
 
This piece combines medieval studies and the environmental humanities and has 

become a popular assigned reading in environmental history classes. It was cited 

in a recent general summary of research on socio-natural sites. It represents the 

PI’s ability to adapt existing research to new contexts, and to make arguments 

with impact beyond his core discipline. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/h9030067
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/humanities/special_issues/blue_humanities
https://hcommons.org/deposits/item/hc:15007
https://link.springer.com/journal/41280/7/4/page/1
http://doi.org/10.16995/olh.228

