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Curriculum Vitae

Dr Michel Summer

Institute for Franconian and Palatine History
Heidelberg University
Grabengasse 3-5
69117 Heidelberg
E-mail: michel.summer@zegk.uni-heidelberg.de

Education

2017–2021: PhD, Medieval History, Trinity College Dublin. Supervised by Dr Immo
Warntjes. Dissertation title: Beyond Mission. Willibrord as a Political
Actor between Early Medieval Ireland, Britain and Merovingian Francia
(690–739).

2014–2017: Master of Arts, Medieval and Renaissance Studies, University of
Freiburg.

2012–2013: ERASMUS-stay, Trinity College Dublin.

2010–2014: Bachelor of Arts, History, Archaeology, University of Freiburg.

Awards and Funding Grants

2022: Sponsored session, Thirty Years of Early Medieval Europe: Anniversary
Session I, International Medieval Congress, University of Leeds.

2021: Fellowship, DFG-Kolleg-Forschungsgruppe 2496 ‘Migration und
Mobilität in Spätantike und Frühmittelalter, University of Tübingen (3
months, scheduled for 11/2022; not completed).

2017–2021: AFR PhD grant, Luxembourg National Research Fund.

Positions Held

Since 04/2022: Postdoctoral researcher, Secretary and internship coordinator, Institute
for Regional History (Institut für Fränkisch-Pfälzische Geschichte und
Landeskunde), Heidelberg University.

2017–2021: Research Assistant, Department of History, Trinity College Dublin.

Teaching at Heidelberg University

04–07/2025: Undergraduate seminar, Transformation oder Untergang? Der Raum
zwischen Rhein und Neckar in seinem europäischen Kontext zwischen dem
9. und 11. Jahrhundert.

05/2025: Field trip, Das Elsass von der Antike bis in die Neuzeit.
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10/2024–02/2025: Undergraduate seminar, Von Bier-Ritualen und Wassergeistern. Die
Ausbreitung des Christentums zwischen Rhein und Bodensee im
Frühmittelalter.

04–07/2024: Undergraduate seminar, Krieg und Gewalt im früheren Mittelalter.
Zugänge und Theorien am Beispiel der Region zwischen Rhein und Neckar
(ca. 500–1150).

05/2024: Field trip, Luxemburg im europäischen Kontext vom Frühmittelalter bis in
die Neuzeit.

10/2023–02/2024: Undergraduate seminar, Königinnen, Äbtissinnen, Heilige. Frauen und
ihre Handlungsspielräume im östlichen Frankenreich (ca. 500–850).

04–07/2023: Undergraduate seminar, Austrasien. Das östliche Frankenreich als
Zentralregion des frühmittelalterlichen Europas.

10/2022–02/2023: Undergraduate seminar, Die Franken zwischen Rhein und Neckar. Von
den Merowingern bis zu den Karolingern.

04–08/2022: Undergraduate seminar, “Mission” und “Christianisierung” im östlichen
Frankenreich. Austrasien und Alemannien im europäischen Vergleich.

Supervised Theses

07/2025 Yannick Nesselhauf, ‘Eine Analyse weiblicher Handlungsmacht und ihrer
Darstellung anhand merowingischer Quellen durch die
Gegenüberstellung der Königinnen Radegunde, Fredegunde und
Brunichilde’, Bachelor thesis. (Co-supervisor: PD Dr Andreas Büttner.)

01/2025 Jule Allinger, ‘Frauen und die Heiligendarstellung im Frühmittelalter.
Inwieweit unterscheiden sich die Viten von Gertrud von Nivelles und
Radegunde von Thüringen in Bezug auf die Darstellung ihrer
Spiritualität und ihrer politischen Rolle?’, Bachelor thesis. (Co-
supervisor: PD Dr Andreas Büttner.)

01/2024 Johanna Oltmanns, ‘Herrschaftsverdichtung in den Zenten der
spätmittelalterlichen Kurpfalz. Die Landesherrschaft vor Ort’, Bachelor
thesis. (Co-supervisor; supervisor: PD Dr Benjamin Müsegades.)

07/2023 Christian Koehl, ‘Prinzenhof, Frauenzimmer und Hofwirtschaft. Die
frühen Hofordnungen der Pfalzgrafen bei Rhein’, Bachelor thesis. (Co-
supervisor; supervisor: PD Dr Benjamin Müsegades.)

Publications

Monographs

Willibrord between Ireland, Britain and Merovingian Francia (690–739): Beyond Mission (Studies
in Medieval and Early Modern Belief and Culture 2), Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 2024.

Reviews: Early Medieval Europe, Tijdschrift voor Geschiedenis 138/2 (2025).

https://www.liverpooluniversitypress.co.uk/doi/book/10.3828/9781835534182
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/emed.12788
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Journal Articles

‘Willibrord and the Christianisation of Europe’, Peritia: Journal of the Medieval Academy of Ireland,
33 (2022), pp. 297–306. [DOI: 10.1484/j.perit.5.131910]

Book Chapters

Studying the networks and the mobility of clerics between Ireland, Britain and Francia (c. 640–
750), in L. Sarti and H. von Trott zu Solz (eds), Mobility in the Early Middle Ages, and Beyond.
Interdisciplinary Approaches (Europa im Mittelalter 46), Berlin: De Gruyter, 2025, pp. 29–42.
[Open Access; DOI: 10.1515/9783111166698-003]

‘“Vassal” or “political player”? Towards a re-assessment of Willibrord’s political activity in
Merovingian Francia (AD 690–739)’, in S. Kubisch and H. Klinkott (eds), Power of the Priests:
Considerations on the Political Use of Religious Knowledge, Berlin: De Gruyter, 2024, pp. 141–158.1
[Open Access; DOI: 10.1515/9783110676327-008]

‘Early medieval “warrior” images and the concept of Gefolgschaft’, in E. Bennett, G. M. Berndt, S.
Esders and L. Sarti (eds), Early Medieval Militarisation, Manchester: Manchester University Press,
2021, pp. 314–330. [DOI: 10.7765/9781526138637.00029]

Online and Smaller Publications

A ‘European before the European Union’? Studying and remembering early medieval
missionaries in the 20th and 21st centuries, Liverpool University Press blog, 26/03/2025.

‘Englänner, Lëtzebuerger, Europäer? Op de Spuere vum moderne Willibrord-Bild’, Annuaire de la
Ville d’Echternach, 2020–2022 (2023), pp. 109–117.

‘Mittelalter-Cartoons auf Twitter: Ein Erfahrungsbericht’, doing public history, 26/01/2022. [DOI:
https://www.doi.org/10.26012/mittelalter-26492]

‘Willibrord as a political actor between early medieval Ireland, Britain and Merovingian Francia
(658–739)’, Mittelalter: Interdisziplinäre Forschung und Rezeptionsgeschichte, 4 (2021), pp. 51–
57. [DOI: https://doi.org/10.58079/rh8y]

Conference Reports

‘Bericht über die Tagung “Archäologie, Geschichte und Biowissenschaften: Interdisziplinäre
Perspektiven”, Freiburg 2015’, Zeitschrift für Archäologie des Mittelalters, 43.2015 (2016), pp.
178–180.

Reviews

‘Review of John Higgins, Hiberno-Latin Saints’ ‘Lives’ in the Seventh Century. Writing Early
Ireland’, H-Soz-Kult, 05/03/2025.

‘Review of Beat Näf and Charles Kraemer, Eremit im frühen Mittelalter. Amatus von Grenoble,
Saint-Maurice d’Agaune, Luxeuil und Remiremont (ca. 570 – ca. 629)’, Le Moyen Âge, 130/2
(2024), pp. 578–580.

1 The last sentence on p. 152 should read ‘[…] whereas the charters date their involvement to the time after the
monastery’s foundation’.

https://www.brepolsonline.net/doi/abs/10.1484/J.PERIT.5.131910
https://www.degruyterbrill.com/document/doi/10.1515/9783111166698-003/html
https://www.degruyterbrill.com/document/doi/10.1515/9783111166698-003/html
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/9783110676327-008/html
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/9783110676327-008/html
https://www.manchesterhive.com/view/9781526138637/9781526138637.00029.xml
https://liverpooluniversitypress.blog/2025/03/26/a-european-before-the-european-union-studying-and-remembering-early-medieval-missionaries-in-the-20th-and-21st-centuries/
https://liverpooluniversitypress.blog/2025/03/26/a-european-before-the-european-union-studying-and-remembering-early-medieval-missionaries-in-the-20th-and-21st-centuries/
https://doingph.hypotheses.org/451
https://mittelalter.hypotheses.org/26492
https://mittelalter.hypotheses.org/26492
https://www.hsozkult.de/searching/id/tagungsberichte-6363?title=archaeologie-geschichte-und-biowissenschaften-interdisziplinaere-perspektiven&q=michel%20summer&page=4&sort=&fq=&total=129&recno=66&subType=fdkn
https://www.hsozkult.de/searching/id/tagungsberichte-6363?title=archaeologie-geschichte-und-biowissenschaften-interdisziplinaere-perspektiven&q=michel%20summer&page=4&sort=&fq=&total=129&recno=66&subType=fdkn
https://www.hsozkult.de/publicationreview/id/reb-143502?title=j-higgins-hiberno-latin-saints-lives&recno=5&q=&sort=&fq=&total=20455
https://www.hsozkult.de/publicationreview/id/reb-143502?title=j-higgins-hiberno-latin-saints-lives&recno=5&q=&sort=&fq=&total=20455
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‘Review of Conor Newman, Mark Stansbury and Emmet Maron (eds), Columbanus and Identity in
Early Medieval Europe. Formation and Transmission’, Revue d’histoire ecclésiastique, 118/3–4
(2023), pp. 818–820.

‘Review of Daniel Ludwig, Die Bedeutung von Tausch in ländlichen Gesellschaften des fränkischen
Frühmittelalters. Vergleichende Untersuchungen der Regionen Baiern, Alemannien und
Lotharingien’, Hémecht. Zeitschrift für Luxemburger Geschichte, 75/4 (2023), pp. 481–483.

‘Review of Rainer Neu, Willibrord und die Christianisierung Europas im Frühmittelalter’, Revue
d’histoire ecclésiastique, 118/1-2 (2023), pp. 312–315.

‘Review of Sven Meeder and Erik Goosmann, Redbad: koning in de marge van de geschiedenis
(Houten, 2018)’, Peritia: Journal of the Medieval Academy of Ireland, 32 (2021), pp. 329–331.

Translations

Pierre Kauthen, Willibrord: The Model of a Saint (Echternach: L’Oeuvre St-Willibrord, 2020; from
German into English).

Conference and Panel Organisation

09/2024: Organisation of the workshop Werkstattgespräche: Neues aus dem
Mittelalter, in cooperation with the Department of History (Heidelberg
University) and the Historical Institute (University of Mannheim).

Since 04/2022: Organisation of the workshop series Heidelberger Archivgespräche,
Heidelberg University.

Since 04/2022: Organisation of the lecture series Heidelberger Vorträge zur
Landesgeschichte, Heidelberg University.

Since 04/2022: Organisation of the conference series Heidelberger Stadtgespräche,
Heidelberg University.

06/2021: Co-organisation of the roundtable ‘The Irish on the Continent: Perceptions
of the Irish and their Influence’, Irish Conference of Medievalists, Queen’s
University Belfast.

Presentations

Invited Papers

11/2024: ‘Missionary, Saint, Political Actor:  Willibrord between Ireland, Britain and
Merovingian Francia’, Trifolion, Echternach (Luxembourg), in
cooperation with the Echternach City Council, the Willibrordus-Bauverein
and the Embassy of Ireland in Luxembourg; article on chronicle.lu.

10/2024: ‘Willibrord and the Study of Early Medieval Europe in the 21st Century.
Challenges and Perspectives’, Luxembourg Residence, Dublin, at the
invitation of HE Florence Ensch, Luxembourg Ambassador in Ireland.

https://www.brepolsonline.net/toc/rhe/2023/118/3-4
https://www.brepolsonline.net/toc/rhe/2023/118/3-4
https://www.brepolsonline.net/toc/rhe/2023/118/1-2
http://www.brepols.net/Pages/ShowProduct.aspx?prod_id=IS-9782503592343-1
http://www.brepols.net/Pages/ShowProduct.aspx?prod_id=IS-9782503592343-1
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/fakultaeten/philosophie/zegk/fpi/werkstattFPI.html
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/fakultaeten/philosophie/zegk/fpi/werkstattFPI.html
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/fakultaeten/philosophie/zegk/fpi/Archivgespraeche.html
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/fakultaeten/philosophie/zegk/fpi/Vortraege.html
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/fakultaeten/philosophie/zegk/fpi/Vortraege.html
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/fakultaeten/philosophie/zegk/fpi/Stadtgespraeche.html
https://chronicle.lu/category/literature/52343-english-language-book-on-saint-willibrord-presented-in-echternach
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03/2023: Presentation and discussion (with Dr Marios Costambeys, University of
Liverpool) ‘Willibrord, a true European’, Campo Santo Teutonico, Rome,
at the invitation of HE Jean Claude Kugener, Luxembourg Ambassador to
the Holy See.

11/2022: ‘Englänner, Lëtzebuerger, Europäer? Op de Spuere vum moderne
Willibrord-Bild’, Public lecture as part of the exhibition Esou ginn Helde
gebuer, Trifolion, Echternach (Luxembourg).

11/2022: ‘From Rath Melsigi to Rome: St. Willibrord’s Career in its European
Context’, Third St. Willibrord Biennual Lecture, St. Laserian’s Cathedral, Old
Leighlin, Co. Carlow.

11/2019: ‘Dem Willibrord seng Aktivitéit aus enger politescher Perspektiv’, official
presentation and release of the cartoon Willibrord and Echternach: The
Dancing Procession, National Library of Luxembourg, Luxembourg-City.

Conference and Seminar Papers

07/2025: ‘The Dynamics between Urban Centres, Armed Violence and
Historiographical Writing in the Salian Realm’, International Medieval
Congress, University of Leeds.

01/2025: ‘Gewalt und Gewaltakteure in Wipos Gesta Chuonradi’,
Landesgeschichtliches Kolloquium der Professur für Mittelalterliche
Geschichte I und Abteilung Landesgeschichte, University of Freiburg.

07/2024: Panel discussion with Prof. Dr Corinna Bottiglieri, PD Dr Tobias Frese and
Dr Linus Möllenbrink as part of the lecture series Männlich, weiblich,
divers, kontrovers? Geschlechtlichkeit im Mittelalter, University of
Heidelberg.

06/2024: ‘Eine salische Militärorganisation ohne „Lehnswesen“ und „Gefolgschaft“?
Überlegungen zum Verhältnis von Herrschaft, Gewalt und Kriegführung
im 11. Jahrhundert’, Aktuelle Forschungen zur mittelalterlichen Geschichte,
University of Tübingen.

02/2024: ‘Jenseits des Lehnswesens? Überlegungen zur Militärorganisation unter
den Saliern’, Mediävistisches Kolloquium, Heidelberg University.

01/2023: ‘Ein Missionar im Dienste der frühen Karolinger? Überlegungen zum
Handlungsspielraum fremder Kleriker im Frankenreich am Beispiel
Willibrords (690–739), Landesgeschichtliches Kolloquium der Professur
für Mittelalterliche Geschichte I und Abteilung Landesgeschichte, University
of Freiburg.

09/2022: ‘The Mobility of Clerics between Ireland, Britain and Francia (c. 640–750):
Preconditions, Networks, Strategies’, Early Medieval Mobility:
Interdisciplinary Approaches, Heidelberg University.

07/2022: ‘Missionar? Vasall? Politischer Akteur? Willibrord und die Gründung des
Klosters Echternach (697/98)’, Forschungskolloquium: Vergleichende
Landesgeschichte in europäischer Perspektive, Heidelberg University.
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07/2022: ‘A “Momentous Decision”? Reconsidering Willibrord’s Consecration as
Archbishop of the Frisians (695)’, Thirty Years of Early Medieval Europe:
Anniversary Session I, International Medieval Congress, University of Leeds.

07/2021: ‘Willibrord as a Political Actor in Merovingian Francia, 690–739’,
International Medieval Congress, University of Leeds.

05/2021: ‘Between Hibernia and Francia: Reflections on Willibrord’s Network
Around 700’, Irish Conference of Historians, National University of Ireland,
Galway.

10/2020: ‘Veniebat ultra mare in Francea: Ecclesiastical Networks in Willibrord’s
Calendar’, James Lydon Research Seminar in Medieval History, Trinity
College Dublin.

10/2020: ‘“Er war der erste?” Neue Überlegungen zum politischen Kontext von
Willibrords Aktivität zwischen Irland, Britannien und dem Frankenreich’,
Forschungstag Englisches Mittelalter und Britische Inseln, University of
Cologne.

10/2019: ‘“Harbinger of Frankish Power”? The Networks of Willibrord’s Mission
(AD 690–739)’, Medieval History Seminar, German Historical Institute,
London

06/2019: ‘The Liber aureus Epternacensis and Willibrord’s Network(s)’, Insular
Manuscripts AD 650-850: Networks of Knowledge (Workshop III:
Knowledge Exchange. People & Places), Institut für Mittelalterforschung,
Austrian Academy of Science, Vienna.

05/2019: ‘Network Analysis and the Study of the Early Medieval Charters from
Echternach: Potential and Limitations’, Networks Across Space and Time:
Methodological Challenges and Theoretical Concerns of Network Research
in the Humanities, Akademie der Wissenschaften und der Literatur Mainz.

03/2019: ‘“Vassal” or “Political Player”? Using the Liber aureus Epternacensis as a
Source for Willibrord’s Political Activity in Merovingian Francia (AD 690-
739)’, James Lydon Research Seminar in Medieval History, Trinity College
Dublin.

12/2018: ‘Beyond Mission: Willibrord, Echternach and the Formation of Carolingian
Europe’, Research Seminar of the Department of Prehistoric and Medieval
Archaeology, University of Freiburg.

12/2018: ‘Early Medieval Missionaries as Political Agents: The Case of Willibrord
(AD 690-739)’, Power of the Priests: Political Use of Religious Knowledge,
Kiel University.

05/2018: ‘Beyond Mission: Willibrord as a Political Agent Between Early Medieval
Ireland, Britain and Frisia (AD 690-739). A Project Outline’, Annual MU /
TCD / UCD Postgraduate Medievalists’ Day, Maynooth University.



CV Dr Michel Summer, September 2025
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5424-2505

7

09/2017: ‘Images of War? A Reconsideration of the Figural Scenes on Early Medieval
Helmets and Other Items from North-Western Europe’, Reflections of a
Militarised World? Perceptions and Conceptions of War and the Military in
the Early Middle Ages (ca 500-1000), Freie Universität Berlin.

06/2016: ‘Die “Völkerwanderung”: Begriff, Geschichte, Problematik’, Strangers in a
strange land: Migration als historisches Phänomen, University of Freiburg.

Membership

Centre Luxembourgeois de Documentation et d’Etudes Médiévales (CLUDEM)
Forum zum britisch-irischen Mittelalter (FobiM)
Heidelberger Geschichtsverein
International Society for the Study of Early Medieval England
Mediävistikverband e.V.

Projects and Exhibitions

12/2022: Live-Sketching Session as part of the Exhibition Esou ginn Helde gebuer:
Perceptions of the Middle Ages in Luxembourg (19th–21th centuries),
Trifolion Echternach.

2022: Exhibition Esou ginn Helde gebuer: Perceptions of the Middle Ages in
Luxembourg (19th–21th centuries), Trifolion Echternach (Luxembourg),
20.10.–18.12.2022, in cooperation with the Luxembourg City Museum;
conception and writing of the part on Willibrord and Echternach.

Press reviews: Tageblatt (Luxembourg), Feliciter (No. 65, Luxemburger Wort), lokalo.de.

Public Outreach

08/2025: ‘Willibrord and Beyond. An Interview with Michel Summer’, Long-Haired
Kings blog.

11/2022: Interview with RTL Radio, ‘Vun Irland op Iechternach: Den hellegen
Willibrord hat en europäeschen Esprit’.

11/2022: Interview with KCLR96FM Radio, ‘The Way It Is: Dr. Michel Summer joins
Sue to talk about the third St. Willibrord Biennual Lecture’.

09/2022: Video ‘FNR Highlight: Discovering the stories of Willibrord’ as part of the
Luxembourg National Research Fund’s Annual Report 2021.

Illustrations and Drawings for Scientific Projects and Institutions

2024: Merchants and Mariners in Medieval Ireland. Hidden Stories from the
Curated Collection, Virtual Record Treasury of Ireland.

2022: Illustrations for the Exhibition Esou ginn Helde gebuer, Luxembourg City
Museum and Trifolion Echternach.

2022: Diatribe of the Exchequer. Diary of a Cantankerous Clerk, Virtual Record
Treasury of Ireland.

https://citymuseum.lu/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Esou-ginn-Helde-gebuer_Depliant_A5_PRINT.pdf
https://citymuseum.lu/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Esou-ginn-Helde-gebuer_Depliant_A5_PRINT.pdf
https://citymuseum.lu/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Esou-ginn-Helde-gebuer_Depliant_A5_PRINT.pdf
https://citymuseum.lu/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Esou-ginn-Helde-gebuer_Depliant_A5_PRINT.pdf
https://www.tageblatt.lu/headlines/durch-ganz-europa-dem-heiligen-willibrord-auf-der-spur/
https://lokalo.de/artikel/276283/faszination-des-mittelalters-ausstellung-in-echternach-ueber-das-bild-des-heiligen-willibrord/
https://longhairedkingsblog.wordpress.com/2025/08/19/willibrord-and-beyond-an-interview-with-michel-summer/
https://www.rtl.lu/kultur/news/a/1989770.html
https://www.rtl.lu/kultur/news/a/1989770.html
https://soundcloud.com/kclr96fm/the-way-it-is-dr-michel-summer-joins-sue-to-talk-about-the-third-st-willibrord-biennial-lecture
https://soundcloud.com/kclr96fm/the-way-it-is-dr-michel-summer-joins-sue-to-talk-about-the-third-st-willibrord-biennial-lecture
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fadLobG8XfQ
https://virtualtreasury.ie/image-galleries/merchants-and-mariners
https://virtualtreasury.ie/image-galleries/merchants-and-mariners
https://virtualtreasury.ie/hidden-stories/diatribe-of-the-exchequer
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2022: Illustrations for the Chair of the History of the Early and High Middle Ages
and of Auxiliary Sciences of History, Kiel University.

2021: Carlow County Museum, Ireland.


