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THE COINAGE OF THE REVOLUTIONARIES
IN THE LATE UMAYYAD
(Plates

PERIOD
Carl Wurtzel

36-37)

Throughout the years of the Umayyad dynasty, dissatisfaction with
the policies of the Umayyad rulers came to characterize many sectors
of the empire. The intensity of this dissatisfaction, and concomitant
agitation for the overthrow of the government, increased dramatically
in the last years of Umayyad rule, culminating in the so-called 'Abbasid
Revolution which effected the overthrow of the Umayyad house, and
inaugurated the "Abbasid dynasty.
While it was a member of the 'Abbasid family who was installed as
caliph in 132 H./A.D. 749, establishing the new dynasty, the revolution
ary movements during the reign of the last Umayyad caliph, Marwan II,
represented several different groups with differing ideologies and pur
Before the 'Abbiisids and their partisans rtook the military and

poses.

political initiative, they were preceded by the temporarily successful
independent insurrections of 'Abd Allah b. Mu'awiya, various Khariji
rebels, and several political factions in Khurasan.
The coinage issued by the revolutionaries during the final years of
the Umayyad period has captured the attention of

a number of research

ers who made one or more of the coins the object
1 See

For

List of Abbreviations for this article

of special study.1

on pp. 198-199.

"Uber einige bis jetzt nicht
Munzen
der
ZDMG
46 (1892), pp. 441-44;
erkannte
aus
letzten Omeijadenzeit,"
Zambaur, NZ, pp. 45-47; R. Guest, "A Coin of Abu Muslim," JRAS (1932), pp.
555-56; Miles, NHR, pp. 15-21; al-Bakri (1968), pp. 119-25; al-Husayni, pp. 32-35;
a discussion of this coinage

see: G. Van Vloten,

of Abu SAll al-Kirmani," [in Arabic], al-Mas"Eine RebellenmQnze aus der abbasidischen
Revolutionszeit," Jahrbucli fOr Numismatik und Geldgeschichte, 14 (1974), pp. 181-90;
Rotter, pp. 191-95.
SA.

'A. Hamid, "A Unique Silver Dirham

kukUt,

4 (1973),

pp. 26-28; P. Jaeckel,

I wish to thank the following for their generosity in supplying me with photographs
or descriptions of coins in the collections of which they are in charge: Ibrahim Artuk,
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Most of the coins are readily distinguished from the standard Umayyad
designs by their peculiar slogans, and were signalized in many museum
catalogues and articles under the overly-generalized

headings "Coins of

Abu Muslim," "'Abbasid Partisans," "Connecting Link," and the like.
The confusion with respect to the various revolutionary movements
of the period — and with respect to their coinage — derived from several
sources. The Shl'l revolutions of both the Talibid 'Abd Allah b. Mu'awiya and the 'Abbasids were fought for what was outwardly the same
goal, namely the replacement of the Umayyad caliphate with a caliphateimamate of the kin of the Prophet (ahl al-bayf), in which the caliph
was endowed with religious as well as temporal functions. A chief tenet
of the Shi 'a was that only a Muslim who had kinship with the Prophet
The exact nature of the requisite kinship
varied with the opportunistic whims of demagogues and the fickleness
of the populace.2 Thus, while "kin of the Prophet" signified for Ibn
Mu'awiya and his followers a descendant of the Prophet's paternal
uncle, Abu Talib, for the 'Abbasids it meant a descendant of the Prophet's
other paternal uncle, al-'Abbas.3
Most confusing, as far as numiswas entitled

to the office.

Istanbul Arkeolojl Muzesi; MahSb Darwlsh al-Bakrf, Iraqi Museum, Baghdad;
Raoul Curiel, Bibliotheque Natlonale, Paris; Nicholas Lowick, British Museum,
London; Nuri Pere, Yapi ve Kredi Bankasi, Istanbul; John J. Slocum, Newport R.I.
I especially wish to thank Michael L. Bates of the ANS for much helpful advice.
* See M. A. Shaban, The 'Abbasid Revolution (Cambridge, 1970), pp. 138-49.
3

The following diagram might elucidate some of the family relations:

'Abd al-Muttalib
!

I

Aba Talib

'Abd Allah

|

Ja'far

I

al-'Abbas

Muhammad

SAll

'Abd Allah
Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyya

al-Hasan

al-Husayn

Mu'awiya

fAllds)

('Abbasids)

'Abd Allah
The mother of al-Hasan and al-Husayn

was Fatlma,

the daughter of the Prophet.
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matists is concerned, is that Ibn Mu'awiya used a Qur'anic slogan on
his coinage calling for "love for (the Prophet's) kin," which was later
adopted by the 'Abbasid partisans for use on their coinage as well,
thereby complicating the matter of identification.
The Dutch orientalist, G. Van Vloten, was the first to attempt to
assign the coins to the correct revolutionary leader or faction responsible

for their issue. He pointed out the inaccuracy of grouping together
distinct revolutionary movements having different motivations and
objectives, and sharing only the common desire to put Umayyad rule
to an end. Van Vloten assigned only some of the then-known "revolu
tionary" coinage to Abu Muslim, the chief agent and military commander

for the 'Abbasid movement in Khurasan. One coin he assigned to Kharijl
The majority of the coins he attributed to 'Abd Allah b.
revolutionaries.
Mu'awiya, who with Shl'l support revolted in 127/744, and gained control
of much of al-Jibal and Fars between 127 and 129.4 Although 'Abbasids
and 'Abbasid partisans — as well as Kharijls, Umayyads, and 'Alids — did
in certain instances join with Ibn Mu'awiya in support of his rebellion,
his activities were in his own behalf, and not in behalf of the 'Abbasids.
Two recent numismatic
behind the

Shl'i

articles have dealt with the historical factors

revolutionary

discusses the development

movements.

M.D.

of the 'Abbasid propaganda

al-Bakrl

(1968)
campaign, and

presents some of the issues of 'Abd Allah b. Mu'awiya and Abu Muslim.

However, of the twelve coins discussed by al-Bakri, only two belong to
the pro-'Abbasid partisans, while nine were issued by 'Abd Allah b.
In an article dealing primarily with a
Mu'awiya and his lieutenants.
new specimen of a
* Some

Kharijl dirham, P. Jaeckel

(see above, n. 1) details the

writers were cither unaware or Van Vloten's

article (above, n. 1), or did

A fals issued by Ibn Mu'awiya in al-Rayy in
127 (no. 31) is listed by Zambaur, NZ, pp. 45-46 under the heading "Partisans Abbasides," and by Miles (NHR, p. 15) as "evidence of the success of the 'Alid-'AbbSsid
faction at Rayy. " Both Miles and Zambaur included a dirham struck by Kharijls in
al-KQfa in 128 (no. 28) among the issues of Aba Muslim and Ibn Mu'awiya (Miles,
NHR, p. 16 ; Zambaur, MOnzprdgungen, s.v. "al-KQfa," nn. 1 and 9). Miles did recog
nize and call attention to the Khariji nature of the slogan on the coin. Sourdel (p. 7)
noted Miles's error in subsuming the Khariji issue with the coins of Abu Muslim and
Ibn Mu'awiya and Miles acknowledged this correction in Persepolis, p. 52. Another
Khariji issue, TanbQk ( ?), 133 (no. 29), Zambaur ascribed to SAbd Allah b. Mu'awiya
not carefully follow his arguments.

(MQnzprdgungen, s.v. "TanbQk").

Cakl Wurtzel

164

origins and historical background

of the

Kharijl and Shl'l movements.

Jaeckel touches upon the coinage of Ibn Mu'awiya and Abu Muslim,
and restates some of Van Vloten's points, but he offers no new inter
pretation of the numismatic material.
In the years since the publication of Van Vloten's article several new
of the "revolutionary" coinage have come to light. New
techniques in Islamic numismatic study5 have made it possible to deter
mine more accurately the affinity of several of the coins. The present
paper will show that certain variations in design configurations and
annulet patterns in the "revolutionary" dirhams correspond with certain
examples

An attempt has been made to
bring up to date the inventory of the coinage, as well as to present it in
its proper historical context.
events chronicled

in the early histories.

1.

The dirhams

THE DIRHAMS
in the present study are grouped
The obverse

under consideration

according to features of design and annulet configurations.

field legend and the reverse field and marginal legends are identical to

Umayyad dirham type.8 The dirhams of
Ibn Mu'awiya and Abu Muslim — with the exception of Marw, 131-33

the

standard

postreform

— transferred the legend indicating the year and place of
(nos. 25-27)
issue from the obverse inner margin of the standard Umayyad type to
The words in the outer marginal legend are
divided by seven single annulets in the dirhams of Ibn Mu'awiya, and
by four sets of triple annulets in the dirhams of Abu Muslim (see Table 1).
the obverse outer margin.

5

Compare A. S. DeShazo and M. L. Bates, "The Umayyad Governors of al'Iraq and the Changing Annulet Patterns on their Dirhams," JVC 1974, pp. 110-18.
8 The obverse field reads la ilaha illaj Allah
wahda-hu/Ia sharlka la-hu. In the
dirhams of Group 1-C, the second line of the obverse field legend reads Allah wahdahu la, and the third line reads sharlka la-hu. The reverse field legend of all the dir
hams reads Allah ahad Allahjal-samad

lam yalid wajlam yulad wa-lam yakunj la-hu

kufu'an ahad (Qur'an 112:1-4; on the meaning of al-samad, see F. Rosenthal,
Minor Problems in the Qur-an,"

The Joshua

Slarr Memorial

"Some
Volume, Jewish Social

No. 5, [New York, 1953], pp. 72-S3).The reverse marginal legend
reads Muhammad ras&l Allah arsala-hu bi-'l-huda wa-dln al-haqq li-yuzhira-hu 'ali
Studies Publication

'l-dln kulli-hi wa-law kariha 'l-mushrikun

(see Qur'an 9:33 and 61:9).
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— excluding

Istakhr, 128 (no. 12) —
the customary expression hadha 'l-dirham, "this dirham," was omitted
in the obverse outer marginal legend which gives the place and year of
The obverse inner marginal legends reads Qui la as'alu-kwn
issue.

In

the dirhams

of Ibn Mu'awiya

ajran ilia l-mawaddata fi 'l-qurba, "Say: 'I ask of you no
recompense for this other than love of kin."'7 This inner marginal
legend forms a square in the dirhams of Abu Muslim (see Figure 1), and
is more or less circular in the dirhams of Ibn Mu'awiya.
'

'alay-hi

Fig.
(Coin of Group 2

1

— Abu Muslim)

The differences in design, legend, and annulet patterns in the "revo
lutionary" dirhams correspond to certain events chronicled by the early
historians. Whether these differences in design were deliberate, or
whether they are simply unintentional variants produced by the different
die engravers employed by the different men in power, is not known,
The important point is that
in the features of otherwise similar coins may at

and for the present purposes, is irrelevant.

subtle differences

least in some cases be systematically interpreted so as to confirm literary
sources, and in some cases the evidence might even illuminate events

about which the literary sources are silent or confused.
On the basis of annulet and design configurations,
consideration

7

the dirhams under

may be classified in four groups (see Table 1).

See Qur'an 42:23.
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Table 1»
of Dirhams

Classification

Obverse

Inner

Obverse Outer Margin

Marginal
Group

Legend

SAbd Allah b. Mu'awiya

1.

no. of

annulet

Reverse

annulets

lacking betw.

Annulets

and his lieutenants (hUdha ' l-dirham"

lacking [except

no. 12]; Qur*an 42:23).

1-A.
128

3.

Jayy
Jayy
Jayy

4.

al-Taymura

128

5.

al-Taymura

129

6.

al-Rayy

128

0)
0)
0)
0)
0)
0)

7.

Ramhurmuz

128

O)

7x0
7x0
7x0
7x0
7x0
7x0
7x0

8.

Hamadhan

129

9.

Mahi

129

0)
0)
0)
0)

7x0
7x0
7x0
7x0

1.
2.

127
129

0
n

6
»;
G
6
6
6

1-B.

10.

11.

12.
13.

»

(Mahay?)

al-Rayy
al-Rayy

Is{akhr
Istakhr

Explanation

129

130

128

^)0)

129

•*>o)

of symbols in Table

.

7x0
7x0

n

"

5
5
5

(see cat.)

5

(see cat.)

5
5

1 :

= Arranged more or less circularly around the obv. field legend.
= Forms a square around the obv. field legend.
To right of O: the obv. inner marginal legend is separated from the
outer margin by a single serrate circle; to left of O: the obv. Inner

O
□
)

marginal legend is separated from the field legend by a single serrate
circle.
)), )))

V

= Obv. inner marginal legend is separated from the outer margin by
double, triple serrate circles.
= Last word of the 2nd line of the obv. field legend is IS (rather than
the first word of the 3rd line, as in the standard postreform Umayyad
type).

—

= Not applicable.
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15.

DarSbjird
SSbQr

16.

Ardashir

17.

Jayy

129

18.

Jayy

130

14.

2.

V)0)
V)0)
S)0)
V)0)
V)0)

129
129

Khurra

129

Abu Muslim and his lieutenants (Qur'an 42:23)
19.
Balkh
130
□))

7xO

n

7x0
7x0
7x0
7x0

M

4x

o"o

4x

0°o

20.

Balkh

131

21.

Balkh

132

22.

Marw

130

□))

23.

Jurjan
al-Rayy

130

□))

131

□))

4x A
4x A
4x O°o
4x A

24.

□))
□))

167

5
5

n
H

7

5

see n. 20

—
—
—
—
—

—

?

5
?
?
?
5
5

3. AbQ Muslim (lacking slogan).
25.

Marw

131

0)))

8x &

26.

Marw

132

0)))

27.

Marw

133

0)))

8x A
8x o°o

—
—
—

0))

4x0

—

5

0))

4x ©

—

5

4-A. Kharijls (la hnkma ilia li-llah)
28. al-Kufa
128
29.

TanbQk(?)

133

4-B. Al-Kirmanl (mimmu amara bi-hi al-amir al-Kirm&nl
30.

Marw

128

4X0

0))

Group
The Dirhams of 'Abd Allah

b.

5
5
5

SAll).

—

5

1 :

b. MuSawiya

and His Lieutenants

'Abd Allah b. Mu'awiya, a descendant of the Prophet's paternal uncle
Abu Talib, was regarded by many Shl'ls as a legitimate candidate for
the caliphate-imamate, based on the Shl'l principle of kinship with the
Prophet. Thus when 'Abd Allah b. Mu'awiya revolted — at the instiga
tion of the Shl'a — and took control of cities, he employed as a slogan
on his coinage a Qur'anic verse which would be interpreted by many
as a call for special preference for the kin of the Prophet. The slogan may
'

I ask of you no recompense for this other than
love of kin.'" For Ibn Mu'awiya and his supporters, "kin" in this
Qur'anic verse was interpreted as "kin of the Prophet," and "love" as

be translated,

"Say:
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"support for the caliphate-imamate" of the ahl al-bayt. The slogan was
vague and non-specific enough to appeal to all factions of the Shl'a, so
that supporters of the different branches of the 'Alids and supporters
of the 'Abbasids would be drawn to support Ibn Mu'awiya.
Each
group would feel comfortable

about joining the revolt,

imagining that

"kin (of the Prophet)" meant, or eventually would be taken to mean,
their own preferred candidate.
The revolution of Ibn Mu'awiya, and the realm that arose with
him as its titular head, was a conglomeration of the most diverse politi
cal, social, and religious elements, tenuously held together by a common
opposition

to the Umayyad policies and rule.

One gets the impression

that Ibn Mu'awiya was not the real leader of this amorphous, though
wide-scale, uprising. The fact is that there was no leader, or rather, there
were several semi-independent

leaders, some of whom used Ibn

Mu'a

wiya's claims as a convenient legitimizing factor for their own opposition
to the Umayyads. From the outset of his revolution in al-Kufa in
127/744, Ibn Mu'awiya's function seems more as a rallying point and
figurehead than as a leader. He was at times joined by 'Alids, 'Abbasids,
Umayyads, who had nothing in common but
In the year 129/74647 the area pledging loyalty to Ibn Mu'awiya was at its greatest extent,
but by the end of 130 there was nothing left, much of his domain having
been repossessed by forces loyal to the Umayyads. He and his two
brothers fled in defeat and humiliation towards Khurasan, hoping
to get a favorable reception from Abu Muslim, who ultimately ordered
Kharijis, and disgruntled

the desire to see the end of the Umayyad dynasty.8

him put to death.9

Khalifa, p. 567f.; al-Tabarl, 2, pp. 1879f., 1977; M. A. Shaban, Islamic History
A.D. 600-750 (Cambridge, 1971), pp. 161-63 ; J. Wellhausen, The Religio-Political
Factions in Early Islam, ed. and trans. R. Ostle (New York, 1975), pp. 164-65.
A statement attributed to 'Abd Allah b. al-Zubayr during his revolt in Makka more
than half a century earlier might be applicable to the motley coalition behind Ibn
Joined by a division of Kharijis, Ibn al-Zubayr was asked why he would
Mu'awiya.
8 See

battle in the ranks of such heretics.

He replied that he would fight against the
Syrians (the Umayyads) "even with the help of the devils (al-shaySlln)" (al-BaISdhurl, Ansab al-ashrSf, 4-B, ed. M. Schloessinger [Jerusalem, 1938], p. 49).
8

The historians report different traditions

demise.

on the precise

Compare Khalifa, pp. 586, 591; al-Tabarl,

circumstances of his

2, pp. 1979f.;

Ibn al-Athir, al
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:

al-Taymura,
Ramhurmuz,
128 (no.
(no. 6);

127 (no. 1), 128 (no. 2), 129 (no. 3);

128 (no. 4), 129 (no. 5);

al-Rayy,

128

7)

'Abd Allah b. Mu'awiya received the pledge of allegiance in al-Kufa,
where he revolted against the Umayyad governor in al-Muharram
744.10
Ibn Mu'awiya was expelled by the gover
127/October-November
nor's forces from al-Kufa, whence he proceeded to Isbahan, where he
took up residence. He soon gained the allegiance of a wide area. AlMada'inl lists the following places over which he gained control :
al-Mada'ln, Hulwan, Isbahan,11 al-Mahan,12 Hamadhan, al-Rayy, and
Khiizistan (al-Ahwaz) also fell under his sway.14 According
to accounts by Abu Mikhnaf and al-Mada'ini, a certain Sulayman b.
Habib15 was in control of al-Ahwaz in 129/746-47. In that year he was
put to rout by troops sent by YazTd b. 'Umar b. Hubayra, the new
QQmis.13

Umayyad governor over al-'Iraq.18 When Sulayman was ousted from
al-Ahwaz, he fled to Fars and joined up with Ibn Mu'awiya.17 Sulay-

KOm.il fi 'l-ta'rikh,

5, ed. C. Tornberg [Beirut,

1965-67], p. 372; Wellhausen (above,

n. 8), p. 165.
10

Abu Mikhnaf:

Hisham b. Muhammad al-Kalbi: al-Tabari,

2, p. 1879.

11

The name Isbahan is not found on postreform dirhams until the 'Abbasid period,
although it does appear on fulus during the Umayyad period. Jayy and al-Taymura,
neighboring cities near Isbahan, had mints which produced postreform Umayyad
dirhams (see Zambaur, Miinzprdgungen, pp. 48, 94, and 101).
12

That is, the two Mah's, Mah al-Basra (NihSwand) and Man al-Kufa (Dlnawar)

(see Zambaur,

Miinzprdgungen,

pp.

222, 223 and n. 18, below).

province of Mad a was called by the Arabs Mah (Miinzprdgungen,
13

al-Tabari,

2, pp. 1880f.,

pp. 222, 223).

1976.

14

Ta'rikh al-khulafd', ed. P. Griyaznevitch

15

According

Abi Sufra).

The old Persian

(Moscow, 1967), p. 294a, l. 1.
to Khalifa, p. 585, he was Sulayman b. Habib b. al-Muhallab (b.
Al-Muhallab b. Abi Sutra, his grandfather, was a famous army comman

der who had served as governor over al-Ahwaz

for 'Abd al-Malik while two of his

sons, al-Mughira

and Sa'id (SulaymSn's uncles), served as governors over portions of
Fars (Khalifa, p. 310). It is therefore evident that there was an historical connection
between
18

the Muhallabids and al-Ahwaz and Fars.

Abu Mikhnaf: al-Tabari,
Khalifa, p. 585f.
17 Abfi
Mikhnaf: al-Tabari,

2, p. 1946; al-Mada'ini
2, p. 1947; al-Mada'inl:

al-Tabari,
al-Tabari,

2, 1977f.;
2, p. 1978.

compare
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man had doubtless

been in control of Ramhurmuz

(in Khuzistan/aland
had
offered
128,
also,
in
nominally
in
the
previous
year
Ahwaz)
allegiance to Ibn Mu'awiya for the sake of legitimizing his own indepen
dence from, and opposition

token of his
Ibn Mu'awiya to issue

to, Umayyad authority.

As

a

Sulayman had probably allowed
coinage in Ramhurmuz, which accounts for the features shared by the
Ramhurmuz dirham with the others of Group 1-A.

recognition,

Group 1-B
Hamadhan,

129 (no. 8);

al-Rayy,

Mahl (Mahay

129 (no. 9);

129 (no. 10), 130 (no. 11)

In 129/746-47 Ibn Mu'awiya left Isbahan to take up residence at
Istakhr, and appointed his brother, al-Hasan b. Mu'awiya, as governor
over al-Jibal.18 The dirhams of Group 1-B may be attributed to alHasan's governorship over the region. The existence of fulus of al-Rayy,
129 (no. 32) which carry the legend "authorized by the amir 'Abd Allah
b. Mu'awiya" does not diminish the probability that al-Hasan, and not
'Abd Allah, was directly responsible for the authorization of minting
the dirhams of this group, since al-Hasan was governing in behalf

of his

or the fals of al-Rayy could have been authorized and struck
prior to 'Abd Allah's departure from al-Jibal. The dirhams of Jayy,
129 (no. 3), and al-Taymura, 129 (no. 5), which share the features of
Group 1-A, were authorized by 'Abd Allah b. Mu'awiya himself before
he departed for Istakhr.
The dirham of al-Rayy, 130 (no. 11) probably has seven annulets in
the obverse outer marginal legend (six are visible clearly), but does not
lack one between the words wa-mi'a and bism as in the other coins in
brother,

18

Perhaps Mahay, which resembles

a form of the

Arabic dual, is the more suitable

Zambaur (MiinzprHgungen, p. 223; see n. 12, above) suggests that Mahl
(Mahay) was probably an official designation for al-MShan (Dlnawar and Nihawand).
The inclusion of the Mahl (Mahay) dirham among the others of group 1-B due to the
vocalization.

shared features of design, and the specific mention of al-MahSn by the

literary

sources

as one of the localities over which Ibn Mu'awiya had control, strengthen the identifica

tion of Mahl (Mahay) with al-Mahan.
18

al-Mada'inl:

al-Tabarl, 2, p. 1977.
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Group 1-B. The year "130" is composed of only two Arabic word groups,
thalathln and wa-mi'a, instead of the three word groups of the preceding
years, e.g. tisa' wa-'ishrln wa-mi'a, "129." This necessitated an annulet
to be inserted between the words wa-mi'a and bism in order to preserve
the seven annulet pattern.20 Because of the correspondence of its features
with the others of Group 1, this coin serves as evidence that partisans
loyal to Ibn Mu'awiya still had control of al-Rayy for part of the year
130/747-48. Because the design and annulet patterns of this coin con
form to the dirhams of Ibn Mu'awiya, and not to those of Abu Muslim

(Group

2),

it cannot,

as Zambaur claimed,21 be evidence

conquest of the city in that year.

for Abu Muslim's

Al-Rayy was temporarily retaken by

Umayyad forces in 130, and there are fulus struck in al-Rayy in that
year which carry the name of Yazld b. 'Umar (b. Hubayra), the Umay
yad governor over al-'Iraq.22 The city fell to Abu Muslim's forces in
131/748-49.18

There exist two specimens of the Mahl (Mahay ?), 129 (no. 19) dirham
which bear a pyramid of three points directly to the right of the obverse
field legend. It is possible that the symbol was added to the dies by
Mansur b. Jumhur, who, according to Abu Mikhnaf, took control of
Mansur had pledged allegiance
al-Mahan and al-Jibal in 129/746-47.24
to 'Abd Allah b. Mu'awiya in al-Kufa in 127/744.25 AYamanite, he

In the dirham of Jayy, 130 (no. 18) we have the same situation, and each word
in the obv. outer margin is separated from the adjacent words by an annulet in order
20

to preserve the 7-annulet pattern.
21 Zambaur, MQnzprdgungen,
p. 129, n.

J.

7.

Walker, A Catalogue of the Arab-Byzantine
(London, 1956), pp. 262f.; Miles, NHR, pp. 18-20.
22

23 See

and Post-Reform

Umaiyad Coins

note 40, below.

24

al-Tabarf, 2, p. 1946.

25

al-Tabarl, 2, p. 1883.

Compare the report of al-Mada'inl

that Mansur b. Jumhur

was with Ibn Mu'awiya in 129/746-47 in Fars (al-Tabarl, 2, p. 1977). Ibn Mu'awiya
744.
had revolted in the beginning of 127, in al-Muharram/October-November
After Ibn Mu'awiya had been driven out of al-Kufa, and the Kharijis, led by al-

Dahhik b. Qays al-Shaybanl, took the city, Mansur remained in Wash) with 'Abd
Allah b. 'Umar, the former governor of al-SIraq, who had been appointed by Yazld III.
Mansur and 'Abd Allah soon pledged allegiance to al-Dahhak when the Kharijis were
besieging Wasty, in order to allow the Kharijis to direct their energies against Marwan
II, their common foe (al-Tabarl, 2, p. 1907 ; Khalifa, p. 571).
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al-'Iraq in 126/744, in the service of
Yazld III was a reformist whose
policies resembled in some ways those of the reformist caliph 'Umar b.
'Abd al-'Azlz. Certain coinage associated with 'Umar b. 'Abd al-'Azlz
had served briefly as governor over

Yazld III.28

What concerns us is that

It is conceivable that this symbol became
with
associated
policies which the literary sources refer to as Yamanite,
"
characterized by opposition to the so-called Qaysite expansionism.
126, the year of
There are fulus of al-Kufa and Jurjan,
both^dated
Yazld III's brief reign and of Mansur b. JumhQr's brief governorship
over al-'Iraq. Both of these coins carry the triple-point symbol, and may
carries the same symbol.27

have been struck by authority of Mansur,

Yazld

III,

or their supporters.

Almost all of Abu Muslim's coinage bears pyramids of triple annulets.28
Group 1-C:
Istakhr,

Darabjird, 129 (no. 14);
Ardashir Khurra, 129 (no. 16);

128 (no. 12), 129 (no. 13);

Sabur, 129 (no. 15);

Jayy,

129 (no. 17), 130 (no. 18)

According to the account of al-Mada'inl, a mawla of the Banu Yashkur
named Muharib b. Miisa achieved a certain amount of power in Fars
in 128/745-46 and 129.29 He conquered Istakhr and Shiraz30 in 128, and

26 See

al-Tabari,
forged

a

DeShazo-Bates
2, pp. 1845f.

(above, n. 5), p. 117; see al-Tabari, 2, p. 1837: compare
and 18541.; Khalifa, p. 559, reports that Mansiir may have

document of appointment.

There are, for example, fulQs from al-Kufa, 100-2, the period of the governorship
of 'Abd al-Hamid b. SAbd al-Rahman, the appointee of 'Umar II, and fulQs of
27

Wasit, al-Rayy, and Jayy, all 101, in which year 'Umar II was still caliph, all of
which in addition carry the slogan amor AUSh bi-'l-wafa.' wa-'l-'adl, "God has ordered
faithfulness and justice." Among postreform Umayyad dirhams, the symbol seems
However, there are many other
also to be associated with coins struck in Khurasan.
coins which have the symbol, and the problem needs further research.
28 See

below pp. 175 ff.
al-Mada'ini: al-Tabari, 2, pp. 1976f. See J. Wellhausen, The Arab Kingdom and
Fall,
Its
trans. M. G. Weir (Beirut, 1963), p. 385.
30 The name Shlraz does not appear on postreform Umayyad dirhams,
although it
29

is found on fulQs struck

period (see Zambaur, MOnzprdgungen.
Instead, the name of the district Ardashir Khurra,

in the Umayyad

p. 163, and fals no. 44, below).
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to legitimize his own authority over the regions he had conquered, he
Sulayman b. Hablb,
pledged allegiance to 'Abd Allah b. Mu'awiya.
another semi-independent warrior, who had fled from al-Ahwaz, went
to Fars and took control of Sabur, probably in 129, and also pledged
allegiance to Ibn Mu'awiya.31 Thus, by 129 much of Fars had fallen, at
least nominally, under the sway of 'Abd Allah b. Mu'awiya.

In

129

Muharib b. Musa went to Isbahan.

Ibn Mu'awiya left Isbahan, and
Istakhr,
took up residence at
and appointed his brother, Yazld b.
as
over
Fars.32
Mu'awiya,
governor
Although it might

at first glance to ascribe the dirhams of Group 1-C to Yazld b. Mu'awiya, the existence of dirhams of
Jayy, 129 (no. 17) and 130 (no. 18), which share the features of the
seem convenient

Fars dirhams inclines us to do otherwise.
probably issued by authority of Muharib

The coins of this group were
b. Musa,

who, as indicated,

was in control of much of Fars in 128 and 129, and pledged loyalty to

Ibn Mu'awiya. Sulayman b. Hablb, who at this time was in control of
Sabur, probably allowed the dominant Muharib to issue coins in Sabur,

Jayy — in

undoubtedly took with him his die engraver,

129, he

who proceeded to produce dirhams at Jayy in the same style
had produced in the cities of Fars. The dirhams of Jayy,

as those he
129 (no.

3)

that

is,

(as he had allowed Ibn Mu'awiya to do in Ramhurmuz in the previous
year) on behalf of Ibn Mu'awiya. When Muharib went to Isbahan —

with the features of Group 1-A were struck
by Ibn Mu'awiya's own minter before he departed Isbahan for Istakr.
Muharib's first known issue, the dirham of Istakhr, 128 (no. 12),
129 (no.

the only dirham of the partisans
the customary

hadha 'l-dirham in the obverse outer margin.

Second,

expression
is

of 'Abd Allah b. Mu'awiya which retained

it

First,

is

anomalous in two respects.

it

is

5)

and al-Taymura,

the only

rham and bi

0

margin are divided internally by annulets (al-di

0

dirham in this study on which some of the words in the obverse outer
$takhr).

32

al-Mada'inl:

al-Tabari,

p. 1978; see pp. 169
p. 1977.

f.,

2, 2,

of which Shiraz was the chief city, was used on the dirhams (see Zambaur, MOnzpragungen, p. 41).
31 al-Mada'inl: al-Tabari,

above.
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Groups

2

and

3:

Dirhams of Abu Muslim and His Lieutenants
According to tradition Abu Muslim had been sent as an agent, as
signed by the leaders of the 'Abbasid conspiracy to carry out political
and military activities in Khurasan in behalf of the 'Abbasid cause.88
The military campaign waged from Khurasan westward against the
Umayyads, directed by Abu Muslim and spearheaded by his generals,
operating in the service of the 'Abbasid family, resulted in

ostensibly

the overthrow

of the Umayyads, and enabled the 'Abbasid family to es

tablish itself in the caliphate. Since the 'Abbasids based their claim to the
caliphate on their kinship with the Prophet, the sufficiently vague and
non-specific slogan calling for preference for the ahl al-bayt, which had
previously been employed by 'Abd Allah b. Mu'awiya on his coinage,
was equally suitable for the 'Abbasid campaign, and Abu Muslim adopt

it for

ed

use on his coinage.84

It seems

that within time Abu Muslim's role in the movement became

more than that of merely an agent for a distant cabal. Eventually

Abu

Muslim was using the 'Abbasids for his own ends (rather than vice versa),
and exploiting their claims to the caliphate as a legitimizing factor for
his own revolutionary activity. After their installation in the caliphate
the 'Abbasids grew to realize Abu Muslim's power and intentions, and
understood that their victory over the Umayyads was for naught as long

Abu Muslim stood in their way.8* Abu Ja'far al-Mansur, the second
'Abbasid caliph, eliminated Abu Muslim by assassination in 137/754-55,
leaving the 'Abbasids with full political and military independence
as

and power.88
88

See Shaban (above, n. 2), chap. 9.

84

Compare Shaban (above n. 2), p. 155.
al-Tabari, 3, p. 67, where it Is Implied that Aba 'l-'AbbSs was completely
under the control of AbQ Muslim. In another account, the historian al-Dinawari
85 See

reports that Abu JaSfar, recognizing the power of Abu Muslim, tells his brother, the
"
You are not (really) caliph as long as Aba Muslim is alive"
caliph Abu 'l-'Abbas,
(al-AkhbOr al-fiwai, ed. 'A. M. 'Amir [Cairo, 1960], p. 376. = ed. V. Guirgass
[Leiden,

A

1888],

pp.

373f.).

companion of Aba Ja'far, upon seeing the corpse of Abu Muslim, is quoted as
saying to Aba Ja'far, "This day marks the beginning of your caliphate" (that is, in
88
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2:

130 (no. 19), 131 (no. 20), 132 (no. 21);

Jurjan,

(no. 22);

130

(no. 23); al-Rayy,

131

(no. 24)

By 130/747-48 Abu Muslim had much of Khurasan under his control."
He occupied Marw on 9 Jumada I 130/15 January 748.88 Jurjan was
Abu Muslim's general, at the end of
130, in Dhu 'l-Hijja/ August 748.38 Al-Rayy, which had been retaken
by Umayyad forces from partisans of 'Abd Allah b. Mu'awiya in 130,
and held for part of 131, was captured by Qahtaba' s son, al-Hasan, and
captured

by Qahtaba

b. Shablb,

occupied by Qahtaba in

131.40

The triple-annulet symbol found on the coins in Group

2 is present

on all the known silver and copper issues of Abu Muslim, except for

fulus of

131

(no. 36), which have what resembles a fleur-de-lis.41

Group
Marw,

131

(no. 25),

3:

132 (no. 26),

133 (no. 27)

The dirhams of this group must be attributed to Abu Muslim, who was
the strongest power in Marw in these years, and was the only one with

fact, not only in name; literally:

today") (al-Tabari,
37

al-Tabari,

"Begin counting the days of your caliphate from

3, p. 116).

2, pp. 1984ff., and 1997ff.;

compare al-Tabarf,

2, p. 1972;

Shaban,

(above, n. 2), pp. 160-63.
88
39

al-Tabari, 2, p. 1987.
Khalifa, pp. 591f.; al- Ya'qQbl, al-Ta'rlkh, 2, ed. M. T. Houtsma (Leiden, 1883),

"
p. 410; al-Mada'ini: al-Tabari, 2, p. 2005; EI2, s.v. "Kahtaba b. Shablb
(Sharon).
This means that the dies for the dirham of Jurjan, 130 (no. 23) must have been en
graved, and the coins struck, within a period of less than a month, unless we wish to

alter our notions about the validity of dates inscribed on early Islamic coinage.

The

possibility exists that the dies for this coin were cut in anticipation of the conquest of
the city, or were used after the year 131 had already commenced.
40 al-Mada'ini:
al-Tabari, 3, p. 3. See fals no. 35.
41

Coins struck by two of Abu Muslim's deputies also have the triple-annulet symbol

(see fulQs nos. 46 and 47).

Compare fals no. 45.
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sufficient

and

power

authority to issue coinage

there.42

A

possible

reason for the dropping by Abu Muslim of the slogan calling for loyalty
to the ahl al-bayt was that the supporters of Juday' al-Kirmanl and his
son, who were by no means interested in the ahl al-bayt, still constituted
a powerful force

in

Marw.48

When Abu Muslim entered Marw in 130, and

his dirham bearing Qur'an 42:23 (no. 22), he may have alien
ated a portion of the population still loyal to al-Kirmanl's faction.
introduced

Realizing this, and attempting to bring al-Kirmanl's faction into his own
fold, he judiciously dropped the slogan on the coinage in subsequent
years in Marw.

Another possibility is that the sloganless dirhams served
periment at a normalized currency type, intended to reflect

as

an ex

govern
Perhaps the
retreat and death of Nasr b. Sayyar, the Umayyad governor over
Khurasan, in 131/748, may have been interpreted by Abu Muslim as
the true commencement of his own reign in Khurasan.44 The dirhams
of Marw, 131 may thus represent the earliest "post-revolutionary"
ment independent

coinage, antedating

of 'Abbasid

the sloganless 'Abbasid type of 132 by one year.45

Group
Coinage

of
in

a

or Shl'a commitments.

4:

Khariji Revolutionaries,

and

Khurasan, Not Affiliated

of an

With

the

Independent

Rebel

Kharijls

Group 4-A:
Kharijls: al-Kufa,

128 (no. 28);

Tanbuk (?),

133 (no. 29).

The two dirhams minted by Kharijls carry the slogan la hukma ilia
li-llah, usually translated as "Judgment belongs to God alone."48
42

Compare Shaban (above, n. 2), pp. 160-63.

G. Stickel, "Besprechung von: Catalogue

On the coins of this group, compare

monnaies

musulmanes

J.

la bibliothiqut
nationale, I (Lavoix)," ZDMG 43 (1889), p. 682, and Van Vloten (above, n. 1), p. 442.
43 See
Shaban (above, n. 2), p. 160. On Juday' b. 'All al-Kirmanl, see pp. 178-79.
des

de

below.
44

The death of Nasr was on
in al-Tabari, 3, p. 2.

12

Rabi' I

45 Compare the
regular 'Abbasid
by three groups of triple annulets.
44

Compare Qur'an 12:40.

131/9 November 748, according to a report

posl-revolutionary

dirham type distinguished
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This phrase is supposed to have originated as a sectarian slogan when
the original Kharijis seceded from the army of 'All b. Abi Talib after
the battle of Siffin in 37/657, in protest against his decision to submit
to arbitration (tahklm) in his dispute with Mu'awiya over the caliphate.
The development of the so-called Kharijl movement(s) during the Umay
yad period is a complex matter.47 However, a glimpse at the activities
of many of the groups and individuals referred to by the literary sources
as Kharijis or any of several synonyms (Haruris, Shurat, Azraqls, and
others), reveals that they do not have much, if anything,

to do with

The slogan allegedly used by the original
Kharijis was maintained by some of the later Kharijis to lend to their
activities a religious and historical legitimacy and sense of continuity.
Their motto might also be translated "Authority (or "Law") belongs
to God alone," which would more appropriately characterize their acti
vities during the Umayyad period.48
A Kharijl army led by al-Dahhak b. Qays al-Shaybanl entered and
"judgment" of any sort.

took control of al-Kiifa in 127/745.49 Al-Dahhak himself did not remain
long, if at all, in al-Kufa. After his conquest of al-Kufa, al-Dahhak left
a lieutenant to govern the city, and marched against Wasit, in Ramadan
127/June-July 745.50 When the former Umayyad governor over al-Traq,
47 See

"The Kharijites under the first Umayyads," trans. S. Khuda
Bukhsh, in the latter's Contributions to the History of Islamic Civilization (Calcutta,
1930), pp. 153-200; W. M. Watt, "Kharijite Thought in the Umayyad Period,"
Islam, vol. 36, pt. 3 (1961), pp. 215-31; Wellhausen (above, n. 8), pt. 1; Shaban (above,
R. Brlinnow,

n. 8), index, s.v. "khawarij."
48 See

Shaban (above, n. 2), pp. 143, 147, and (above, n. 8), pp. 96tf. The name

"Khariji"

supposedly derives from

a

passage

[above, n. 47], pp. 177f., which is repeated

in the

Qur'an, 4:100 (see Brilnnow

by R. Nicholson, A Literary History of the

Arabs [Cambridge, 1969], p. 209). It seems that in some instances the literary sources
refer to certain rebels as "kharijis," having in mind the simple meaning of the verb
kharaja ('ala), "to rebel (against)."

Compare the statement of T. Noldeke that
"P>harijite was often little more than a polite name for bandit (in Sketches from
Eastern History, trans. J. S. Black ([Beirut, 1963, reprint of 1892 edition], p. 177). The
Kharijis are sometimes referred to in the literary sources as al-Muhakkima, "the

li-llah," and the verb hakkama is used with
Khalifa, p. 261).
1903; see £/», s.v. "al-Dahhak
b. Kays al-

ones who utter the slogan la hukma HIS

the meaning "to revolt as
49

Khalifa,

p. 570;

a

Khariji"

al-Tabari,

Shaybanl," (Vaglieri); al-Husaynl.
50

Khalifa,

pp. 570f.

2, p.

(see, e.g.
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'Abd Allah b. 'Umar, pledged allegiance to him, al-Dabhak headed for
al-Mawsil, whose inhabitants had invited him to come to "liberate'*
their city.51 He was soon thereafter killed in battle by Marwan II.
In 128 Yazld b. 'Umar b. Hubayra was appointed by Marwan as gover
nor over al-'Iraq. He marched against al- Kufa, and routed the Kharijls
whom al-Dahhak had left in control

of the city when he went to al-

Ibn Hubayra issued his own dirhams in al-Kufa in 128 and
129."
The specific circumstances surrounding the striking of the "Tanbuk"
dirham, and the identity of its issuer, are not clear. The reading "Tan
buk" may not be correct, but it is used here for the sake of convenience.**
The resemblences between the Kharijl dirhams of al-Kufa, 128 and

Mawsil.51

striking to have been the result of mere
coincidence, although both are variants of the standard postreform
Umayyad type. The designer of the "Tanbuk" coin probably wished to
preserve or revive what had become a standard or "classical" Kharijl dir
those of "Tanbuk,"

133 are too

ham type, and used the earlier piece as a model.

Group 4-B:
al-Kirmanl:

Marw,

128 (no. 30)

Juday' b. 'All al-Kirmanl (not to be confused with his son, 'AH b.
Juday', sometimes called Ibn al-Kirmanl) was chief of the Azd, a Yamain Khurasan.55 Rebelling against Umayyad authority in
Khurasan, he seized Marw in 128/745-46, when the Umayyad governor,
nite tribe,

51

ai-Tabari, 2, p. 1938.

See

Rotter (above,

n. 1), p. 193.

See fals no. 33, struck

by al-Dabb.Sk in al-Mawsil.
52

Khalifa,

p. 5781.

53 See

DeShazo-Bates (above, n. 5), pp. 118, and 115, n. 19.
M The coin has been studied, and described in detail by H. Nutzel, "Muhammedanischer Munzfund von Pinnow," ZJVum 17 (1890), pp. 272-73; Sourdel, pp. 5-9; Jaeckel
(above, n. 1), pp. 189-90.

None of these authorities reached a definitive conclusion

with respect to the reading of the name of the place of issue.
55 On al-Kirmanl, see Hamld
(above, n. 1), pp. 26-28; Shaban (above, n.
index; Wellhausen, (above, n. 29), index; Ibn Hazm, Jamharal ansab al-'Arab,
'A. M. HarQn (Cairo, 1391/1971), p. 381.

2),
ed.
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Nasr b. Sayyar, withdrew from the city.54 After short-lived alliances
with al-Harith b. Surayj (a rival revolutionary in Khurasan) and Abu
Muslim, al-Kirmanl was killed in 129 as a result of machinations by
Nasr b. Sayyar. His sons, 'All and 'Uthman, carried on his struggle
for a short time, but were ultimately put to death by Abu Muslim.57
The obverse outer margin of the dirham issued by al-Kirmanl carries
the legend mim-ma amara bi-hi al-amir al-Kirmanl b. 'All, "authorized
by the amir al-Kirmanl b. 'All." This is the only known post-reform
dirham struck in the Umayyad period which bears the name of anyone
other than the Prophet Muhammad.
The similarity in design of al-Kirmani's dirham and those of the
Kharijls is conceivably not due merely to coincidence. Although they
Umayyad type,
the number of shared features is remarkable. It is possible that examples
of the Kharijl dirhams of al-KQfa quickly made their way eastward to
Khurasan, where they came to the attention of al-Kirmanl. The large
number of extant specimens of the Kharijl dirhams of al-Kufa is an
are both basically

variants of the standard

postreform

indication that mintage may have been high, and the coins may have
seen circulation over a wide area.58 Al-Kirmanl may have heard of the
exploits of al-Dahhak and the Kharijls, and perhaps out of some sym
pathy for their activities and objectives, he possibly selected the Kharijl
dirham as a model for a revolutionary type, substituting his own name
for the Kharijl slogan.

CATALOGUE
For

a description

of the obverse field, the reverse field, the reverse

marginal legend, and reverse annulets of all the dirhams; and the obverse

inner marginal legend of the dirhams of Ibn Mu'awiya and Abu Muslim,
with the exception of Marw, 131-33 (nos. 25-27); and the obverse outer
margin of nos. 25-27, see pages 164-67, above. Illustrated coins are
marked by an asterisk (*).
»•

Khalifa,

p. 580; al-Tabari,

2, p. 1930; Shaban (above, n. 2), p. 137.

57 See
58

Shaban (above, n. 2), pp. 137, and 159-63.
Compare also the relatively large number of specimens

Mawsll (no. 33).

of

a

Khariji fals of al-
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1.

Jayy,

127

Obv. outer margin:

O

lO*Uj

*Paris (Lavoix,

O^-OiL-O^Oo^OJUIIO

no. 556); 2.85 g

Leningrad (Markov,
2.

Jayy,

j^-i

p. 13).

128

Obv. outer margin:

as no. 1,

but j^J rather than

*ANS (63.172; G. Miles, "Al-Mahdl al-Haqq,"

p.

333f.);

2.86 g,

24 mm

ANS (66.126; unpublished); 2.82

g

Paris (unpublished)
Cairo (S. Lane-Poole, "Catalogue of the Collection of Mohammedan
Coins belonging to E. T. Rogers Bey," NC 1883, p. 219; Khediv
246); 2.60 g

Leningrad (Markov,

p. 13)

Baghdad (al-Bakrl [1968], p. 121; B. and N., p. 137, no. 248); 2.90 g,
25 mm

3.

Jayy,

129 (compare no. 17)

Obv. outer margin: as no.

1,

*ANS (70.83; unpublished);
Berlin (Niitzel,
4.

Al-Taymura,

but

rather than

2.88 g

p. l09, no. 599)

128

Obv. outer margin:

O i>_jiUj O

O

Siju.

O S^-xJU

♦ANS (Slocum Hoard; unpublished);

Paris (Lavoix,
Paris (Lavoix,

O Mil O

2.78 g

no. 554); 2.91 g
no. 555); 2.85 g

Private collection of
Baghdad

O

C. and

(al-Naqshabandl,

2.81 g, 25 mm

E. Zygman (Miles, Persepolis,
no.

p. 67, n. 88)

277; B. and N., p. 136,

no. 246);

Late Umayyad Period
5. Al-Taymura,

181

129

Obv. outer margin: as no. 4, but

rather than

Istanbul (Artuk, Katalogu, no. 152); 2.80 g, 25 mm
N. Siouffi, Tables numismatiques (Mosul, 1879-80), p.
6. Al-Rayy,

45

128

Obv. outer margin:

O i>_j^U? O o[f O <u O
O
O *J| O
Private collection of S. M. Stern (S. M. Stern, rev. of G. Miles, Persepolis in NC 1961, p. 261)
♦Istanbul (Artuk, Denizbaci, no. 145; Artuk, Katalogu, no. 151);

^l)

2.75 g, 25 mm

7. Ramhurmuz,

128

^\ y

Obv. outer margin: as no. 6, but

*ANS (66.126; unpublished);

rather than <£jJU

2.76 g

London (BMCOriental 1, p. 33, no. 216); 2.82 g
Istanbul (Ghalib, no. 229)
Istanbul (Artuk, Denizbaci, no. 144; Artuk, Katalotju,

no.

150);

2.60 g, 23 mm

Private collection of A. DeShazo (unpublished);
Private collection of. S. Album (unpublished)
8.

2.82 g

Hamadhan, 129
Obv. outer margin:

O

i>_j-£>*J O

£+J

O

O

(jlJu^j O

<wJ^i

O

«U)|

O

London (W. Theobald collection; Lane-Poole, "Fasti Arabici
NC 1885, no. 12; BMCOriental, 9, p. 37, no. 216k); 2.72 g
9.

Mahl (Mahay ?),

129

Obv. outer margin: as no. 8, but

rather than

p*~>

III,"

jl i, ^

Paris (Lavoix, no. 560)
♦Paris (unpublished)

Istanbul (Artuk, Katalogu,
P. Scherzl, no. 5866.

no. 149); 2.50 g, 23 mm

The Istanbul and the unpublished Paris specimens have
three points on the obverse, to the right of the field legend.

a pyramid

of
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Al-Rayy,

129

jl

\.
rather than
Obv. outer margin: as no. 8, but
^^JU
♦Paris (Lavoix, no. 558; Miles, NHR, no. 36A); 2.90 g
Kabul (Sourdel,
Al-Rayy,

no. 34)

130

Obv. outer margin:
O

iUj

odJ

O

O

ii-

iSjil

O

London (E. G, Rodgers collection; Allan,
Isfakhr,

O

JLUl

O

p. 195)

128

jfrj

O i>_>Uj d\e O ii~ y*b*> O U
♦Baghdad (B. and N., p. 135, no. 244)

O

Obv. outer margin:

jJM JkA

O JUIl

^

Sju>

£-J

t_>^

JUIl

O
O 4i«j

Paris (Lavobc, no. 1684); 2.94
Paris (unpublished)
Istanbul (Artuk, Denizbaci,

O jieky»U

O

i>_j-lfj

g

O

O

Iftakhr, 129
Obv. outer margin:
O

13.

<->jJ>

O

12.

O

O

11.

^:

no. 142;

Artuk, Katalogu,

no. 147); 2.70

g,

10.

24 mm
p.

Leningrad (Markov,
13)
Private collection of C. Azami (unpublished)
Darabjird,

129
as no. 13, but

Obv. outer margin:

^jJb

^

14.

rather than

^tk^U

London (Allan, p. 195)
Private collection of E. Leuthold (unpublished)
Private collection of C. Azami (unpublished)
Sabur, 129

.
.

.

of

Catalogue
to

G. DaCunha,

the

Coins

in

(Bombay, 1888-89),

p.

rather than _,ick*>U

collection; Codrington,

♦London (Codrington
lection belonging

jjjL-j

269)

the
p.

Obv. outer margin: as no. 13, but

J.

15.

23

Numismatic

Col

Late Umayyad Period
Baghdad (al-Naqshabandi,

183

no. 278; B. and N., p. 138, no. 251);

2.35 g, 23 mm

16. Ardashir Khurra, 129

iji.

Obv. outer margin: as no. 13, but

Istanbul (Yapi
Do§u§u

ve

_fJt,}j[> rather than ^iek^U
ve Kredi Bankasi collection; Islamiyelle Paranin

gelismesi [Istanbul, 1971],

p. 12, no. 22

— illus. with

hand-drawing)

17.

Jayy,

129 (compare no. 3)

Obv. outer margin: as no. 13, but ^jt rather than ^j^k^U

ANS (73.245; unpublished);
*ANS (71.316; unpublished);
ANS (71.316; unpublished);

2.93 g
2.85 g
2.85 g

Paris (Lavoix, no. 557); 2.84 g
Paris (unpublished)
Paris (unpublished)
Cairo (Fahmi, no. 591); 2.78 g

Private collection of E. Leuthold (unpublished)
Berlin (Niitzel,

p. 110, no. 600)

The following specimen is undescribed and may belong either to no. 17
or to no. 3: Private collection of C. and E. Zygman (Miles, Persepolis, p. 67,
n. 88).

18.

Jayy,

130

Obv. outer margin: as 11, but
♦Private collection of

19.

Balkh,

J.

^ rather

than ^^JU

Slocum (2.89 g)

130

Obv. outer margin:

London (BMCOriental
215b); 2.40 g

1, p. 225,

no 2; BMCOriental

9, p. 37, no.
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20.

Balkh,

131

Obv. outer margin:

A Xt«j Q\iluj A

2Lm

mJu

o°o

jJ

Paris (Lavoix, no. 553); 2.28 g
Baghdad (al-Bakrl [1970], p. 334; B. and N.,

I

I Jkjh

i

o°o

p. 135, no. 245); 3.00 g,

27 mm

21.

Balkh,

132

(I.

Obv. outer margin: as no. 20, but £s^| rather than <_£ju.l
Artuk, "Abbasiler ve Endiiliis Emevileri Zamaninda.
Istanbul

no. 146); 2.30

Marw,

26 mm

130

Private collection of

J.

1887, p. 335, no.

Private collection of O. Codrington (Codrington,
23.

Jurjan,

p. 269)

130

Al-Rayy,

9,

♦London (BMCOriental

p.

Obv. outer margin: as no, 19, but

24.

jU.

rather than ^Lo

37, no. 215c); 2.915

131

Obv. outer margin: as no. 20, but
rather than
<£PL

Copenhagen,"

NC

no. 38A); 2.59

g

Lane-Poole,

1876, p. 267;

J.

131

ANS (63.172; unpublished);

2.86

g

Obv. inner margin

:

Marw,

^Ju

Symbvlaead rem numariamMuhammedanS.

Copenhagen (C. Tornberg,
orum [Tornberg, 1847];

25.

VI,"

g

NC

but j^c rather than
^Lj
Avent (S. Lane-Poole, "Fasti Arabici

as no. 19,

5)

Obv. outer margin

:

22.

g,

p.

3

Basilmis Miihim Sikkelarden Birkaci,"
[Istanbul, 1953], p. 135).
14l;
Artuk, Katalogu, p. 39,
36, no.
Istanbul (Artuk, Denizbaci,

"The Oriental

Ostrup,

Cabinet

no. 174; Miles,

at

NHR,

Late Umayyad Period

26.

*ANS (71.316; unpublished);

2.87 g

Paris (Lavoix, no. 561); 2.84
Leningrad (Markov, p. 13)

g

Marw,

185

132

Obv. inner margin: as no. 25, but ^cJI rather than 15JU.I

ANS (71.316; unpublished); 2.53 g
ANS (73.245; unpublished); 2.55 g
*ANS (Newell collection; unpublished);
Paris (Lavoix, no. 562);
Paris (Lavoix, no. 563);
Paris (unpublished)
London (unpublished)

2.85 g
2.85 g

Berlin (Niitzel, p. 107, no. 587);
Istanbul (Ghalib, no. 232)
Leningrad (Markov,

2.85 g

2.83 g

p. 12)

27. Marw, 133
Obv. inner margin: as no. 25, but

*ANS (66.126; unpublished);
Paris (Lavoix, no. 583); 2.82
Leningrad (Markov, p. 12)

oJJ

rather than

^j^l

2.82 g
g

Stickel (see above, n. 42), pp. 692f.
Baghdad (al-Bakri [1970], p. 334, no. 14147); 3.10 g, 27 mm

W. Anderson
(Dorpat,
28.

Al-Kufa,

and R. Vasmer,

Der Chalifenmunzfund

1926), no. 10

128

Obv. inner margin:

Obv. outer margin:

ANS (Nies Estate,

1927;

oo<mVi^Voo

unpublished);

♦ANS (Newell Coll., 1917; unpublished);
Paris (Lavoix, no. 559); 2.87 g

2.91 g

2.96 g

von Kochtel
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London (W. Theobald collection;
NC 1885, no. 10; BMCOriental

S.

Lane-Poole, "Fasti Arabici III,"

9, p. 35, no. 150bb)

Cairo (Fahml, no. 666); 2.78 g
(M. al-'Ush, The Silver Hoard of Damascus,
1972, p. 274, no. 203)

Damascus

Istanbul (Artuk, Denizbaci,

no.

143;

Damascus,

Artuk, Kalalogu, no.

158);

2.95 g, 24 mm

Istanbul (Yapi
Dogusu

ve

ve Kredi

Bankasi collection;

gelismesi [Istanbul, 1971],

Islamiyette

p. 12, no. 21

Paranm

— illus.

with

hand-drawing)

Leningrad (Markov,

p. 12)

Scherzl, no. 5865
Baghdad

275; B. and N., p. 139, no.

252);

no. 275A; B. and N., p. 140, no.

253);

no.

(al-Naqshabandi,

2.91 g, 26 mm

Baghdad

(al-Naqshabandi,

2.85 g, 25.5 mm

Baghdad (al-Naqshabandi, no. 275B); 2.33
Baghdad (al-Sarraf collection; al-Husaynl,

g, 22 mm
p. 34,

n.

B.

18;

and N.

p. 141, no. 254.

29.

TanbOk (?), 133
Obv. inner margin:

oduj ^Ji

Six~,

fjJiJI II* t-j^

(?)

|*~ J

Obv. outer margin:

Berlin (H. Niitzel, "Muhammedanischer Munzfund von Pinnow,"
ZNum 17 (1890), p. 272; Niitzel, no. 598); 3.28 g, 25.5 mm

30.

Monv,

128;

al-Kirmanl

Obv. inner margin:

b.

Munich (Jaeckel [above, n.

'All

pp. 181f., 189f.); 2.757

g,

3.1 g, 25.5 mm
1],

Kabul (Sourdel, no. 35);

24 mm

Late Umayyad Pkriod
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Obv. outer margin

Baghdad (al-Husaynl, p.
Hamld [above, n.

34, n. 14, para. 3; al

Bakri (1970), p. 333;

1], pp. 26-28); 2.80 g, 26 mm

3.

THE FULUS

The fulus under consideration in this study, in contrast to the dirhams,
often carry the name of the person who authorized their issuance. How
In comparison
to the dirhams, the fulus are crudely designed and struck, and are
generally much more worn. In some cases it is extremely difficult to
ever, they sometimes omit the year or the place of issue.

read them because of wear and tear, and because of the crudeness of

There is greater variety in the configurations of
and names, hence there is a greater variety of
types. The types of the same issuer are fairly similar, but no sharp
distinctions can be made between the features of the fulus of one issuer
design and inscription.

slogans, ornamentation,

and those of another,

as has been done

with the dirhams in the preceding

part of this study.
Several fulus struck after the year 132/749-50 are included in the fol
lowing list. The post-132 fulus included here, the dates of which range
from

for the persistence of revolutionary
and perhaps activities, by those who had

133 to 138/755-56, are evidence

religio-political

sentiments,

been involved in the struggle

against the Umayyads, even after the

The retention of the slogan calling for alle
giance to the ahl al-bayt (Qur'an 42:23) even after the accession of the
'Abbasids, may be an indication of discontent with the 'Abbasids on the
destruction of that house.

part of certain individuals or groups, or of pro-'Alid sympathies among
them. The slogan was used on coinage later in the 'Abbasid period,
apparently by 'Alid partisans.59

M See G. Miles, "Al-Mahdl al-Iiaqq," pp. 329-41.
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Tahle 2a
The Fulus — Summary

of Legend

Configurations

Obverse

Field
SAbd
31.
32.

al-Rayy,
al-Rayy,

127

place, year

129

place, year

33. al-Mawsll,

n.d.

34. al-Mawsil,

n.d.

Reverse

Allah

Mu'awtya

b.

—

tawhid

1

OOO

•/ (cf. Q

issuer

Qur'an 42:23
Qur'an 42:23

M/R/A
M/R/A

issuer, place
issuer, place

issuer

Kharijls

Q 112:1-2

Margin

Field

Margin

18:37)/
35.

al-Rayy,

131

tawhid

36.

No mint,

131

tawhid

37. No mint, 132

tawhid

38. No mint, 133

tawhid

39. No mint, 134

tawhid

40. No mint, 135

tawhid

III
III
III

No mint,

tawhid

II

41.

136

Abu Muslim

II
II
II

issuer, year

M/RA/place

Q 42:23
Q 42:23,

4x ^i-

Q 42:23,

4

x

o°o

issuer, year
issuer, year
issuer, year
issuer, year

/M/R/A

~T"

M/ ~o.

/RA
M/ *©. /RA
M/ <*<>- /RA
M/ «<>• /RA
Ml «0- /RA

issuer, year
issuer, year
Q 42:23, 4

x

Q 42:23, 4

x

Q 42:23, 4

x

Q 42:23,

A
A
A

4xa

Al-Saffah
issuer, place
Anonymous

year

132

tawhid

II

44. Shiraz, 130

tawhid

IV

45. No mint, 133

tawhid

II

46. No mint, 138

tawhid

II

lxx

place, year
annulets (?)
ZUHAYR B. AL-TURKI
Q 42:23, 4

KhXlid

issuer,

'Imran

year
b.

.'./M/R/A/...

A

Q 42:23, 4 x

A

Isma'll

3x A

ja'iz bi-danaq

place, year

of entries in Table 2:

I:

tawhid

II:

tawhid

III:

tawhid

IV:

^l

«JU.j/
dluyi

V/

MRA:

au\
A^l

a

VI

^l

^

A

o»o

[^.i

V/l *JI

»J^j *AJI/ VI
A-Ul

x

vi /

jo* a

*ii
v

*J Sj^, V oJl».j 4Ji\ Vl *JI V *Ji\

tawhid

Q 42:23, 4

x

issuer, year

x -4- -4- /M/R/A/

*J

Explanation

j

•

Q 42:23, 4

place, year

b. IbrahIm

issuer,

sittln bi-dirham

136

M/RA
.A./M/R/A

<0l

V

47. SijistSn,

Q 42:23

V

43. Bukhara,

M/R/A

Jj~j JUjI
V

42. Tawwaj,

jj

Late Umayyad Period
31.

Al-Rayy, 127; 'Abd Allah
Obv. field:

Cy_j^ I

j

b.

189

Mu'awiya

v/ j-^

iSj^k I

*Jll

Rev. field:
Rev. margin:

NZ, p.

Private collection of Zambaur (Zambaur,

NHR,

no. 35)

'AM Allah

ii"

l>_jJUj /

(^^U / ^jJuUI

I

(_)/

<U)I

v/ ./»*

*^

Obv. field, variety
Rev. field, variety

4: double

Rev. field, variety

2:

struck.

(variety

no. 36C; Miles,

j-1

RIC,

Lf

**

no. 376);

1)

ANS (Wood collection; Miles,

NHR,

/

as no. 31

3,

Rev. field, variety 3: as no. 31
Rev. field, variety 4: double struck.
Rev. margin, varieties
and 4:
2,

ji-i

1,

u^/aUI

25 mm

(t-H

1:

3:

I

j

iSj^k

Obv. field, variety

4.46

p-~J

2:

1

<y_

Obv. field, variety

Mu'awiya

VI

ii-lj

b.

1:

I
I

129;

Obv. field, variety

I

Al-Rayy,

g,

(variety

NHR,

no. 36B);

1.50

ANS (K. Minassian collection; Miles, RIC, no. 377); 2.80
(variety

19

mm

21

mm

3)

no. 36D) (variety
Paris (Lavoix, no. 1588; Miles,

g,

NHR,

g,

Miles,

2)

UM (Univ. of Pennsylvania collection on permanent loan to the ANS;

4)

32.

45, no. 5; Miles,
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33.

Al-Mawsil (no year); al-Da^ak
Obv. field, varieties

1

(b. Qays al-ShaybanT)

and 2:

JU*JI
Obv. margin, variety

/

AJUl

Jul

/

4JJ!

1:

<iLj£ V

»JUj

*M\

Vl *JI V

<UII

p-i

JU)

VI *JI V

AAll

^

Obv. margin, variety 2:

Jj

Rev. field, varieties

1

V

(sic)

and 2:
-UJl /

Rev. margin, varieties

1

J^-j

/

Jui

and 2:

(All of the following are also listed by Rotter, pp. 191f., no. 10; the
first nine are variety

1):

London (BMCOrienial 9, p. 101, no. 157t)
Cairo (Fahml, no. 1004); 2.10 g, 19 mm
Private collection of G. Rotter (Rotter, no.

10,

Private collection of G. Rotter (Rotter, no.

10,

R8); 3.65 g, 22 mm
R9); 2.38 g, 19 mm

ANS (72.100); 4.24 g, 22 mm
ANS (49.163; Wright collection); 2.60 g, 20 mm
UM (Univ. of Pennsylvania collection on permanent loan to ANS);
3.54 g, 16.5 mm

ANS (71.132; Newell collection); 2.98 g, 17 mm
ANS (73.250; Miles, RIC, no. 104b); 3.84 g, 22 mm
ANS (73.250; Miles, RIC, no. 104a); 5.23 g, 19.5 mm (variety 2)
This type was probably issued in 128/746, when the Kharijl rebel
al-Dahhak b. Qays al-Shaybani took control of al-Mawsil.80 The haplography in variant 2 is an understandable die-cutter's error; the second
of two adjacent alif's was absent-mindedly omitted. The relatively large
number of extant specimens of this coin and of another
the dirham of al-Kufa,

80 See

Kharijl issue,

128 (no. 28), is noteworthy.

Rotter (above, n. 1), pp. 191-93. For an account of earlier KhSrij! activity

in al-Mawfil,

see

Shaban (above, n. 8), pp. 106f.

Late Umayyad Period
34.

Al-Mawsil (no year); Zuhayr

b.

191

'Alqama

Obv. field:

v / JlUL/ VI cy

V/

j

V/

•

Obv. margin: divided into equal sections by three single annulets.
Rev. field: as no. 33.
Rev. margin:
Rotter, no. 11); 2.60 g. 22 mm
ANS (Newell collection; Rotter, no. 11); 2.68 g, 23 mm
This fals is discussed by Rotter, pages 194-95, who suggests that it
was struck by a Kharijl governor of al-Mawsil some time during the last
decade of the Umayyad dynasty. As Rotter pointed out, the slogan
la hawla wa-la quwwata illa bi-llah, "There is no power and no strength
Paris (Lavoix, no.

save in God,"81

li-llah,

is

although

1636;

similar in tone to the Kharijl motto la frukma illa
it does not have the specific associations with the

Kharijls that the latter slogan
35.

Al-Rayy,

131;

had.82

Abu Muslim

Obv. field: perhaps as no. 36.

Obv. margin:
j>Ji}\.ji}\
Obv. (?) annulets:

J

S-sjil VI F^l
O

•••

V Ji
^l
O v O v

Rev. field:

iSjl I

JJi\ (J^j

/

JU*

Rev. margin:
Private collection
Miles,

of E. Zambaur (Zambaur,

NHR,

no. 38B)
This fals corroborates the reports

NZ, p.

46,

no. 6;

that Abu Muslim's forces, led by
Qahtaba b. Shablb and his son, al-Hasan b. Qahtaba, had taken control
of al-Rayy in 131/748-19. The unusual annulet pattern is not elaborated
upon by Zambaur, and needs confirmation with respect to its configura81 See
82

Qur'an 18:37 for

See pp. 176-77, above

a

similar phrase.
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tion on the coin. On the use by Abu Muslim of the title amir dl M uhammad, "Governor for the family of Muhammad," which appears on this
fals and fals no. 36, see Shaban (above, n. 2), 163-68.
36.

(No mini), 131; Abu Muslim
Obv. field: tawhid II (see Table 2)
Obv.

margin:

a^J|

Rev. field:

J

-4-

Rev. margin:

[^l^4-

V!

-4-

-f

/ JOJl /

J^.j

/

^l

Jujt/

V

Ji

-4~

ANS (Wood collection; Miles, "Al-Mahdl al-Haqq," p. 334); 2.02 g,
20 mm

ANS (71.224); 2.55 g
ANS (71.316); 2.37 g
Baghdad (R. Guest, "A Coin of Abu Muslim,"

JiMS 1932,

pp. 555-

56; al-Husaynl, p. 34, n. 12)
Copenhagen (0strup, no. 176)

Berlin (Niitzel, no. 2064)
Private collection of Zambaur (Zambaur, NZ, p.
Miles,

NHR,

46, no. 7)

no. 38C

The ornamentation on the reverse field is slightly different on the
Berlin specimen. Among the coins included in the present study, the
fleur-de-lis ornament appears only in these fulus and on no. 45. This
may possibly provide a clue to the city or region in which this fals was
struck (see page 169, below).
37.

(No mini), 132; Abu Muslim
Obv. field: tawhid II (see Table
Obv. margin: Q 42:23, 4 0 A
Rev. field: probably as no. 38.
Rev. margin:

2).
(see

Table

London (BMCOriental 1, p. 191, no. 79)
Cairo (Fahml, no. 1006); 2.170 g, 20 mm

2).

Late Umayyad Period
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The description in the BMC has the obverse and reverse margins re
versed. I do not know whether the London or the Cairo description
is correct, or whether there are actually two distinct varieties here.
38. (No mint), 133; (Abu Muslim) 'Abd al-Rahman

Obv. field

:

tawhld

III (see

Table

b.

Muslim

2).

Obv. margin:

Reverse field:

<ml

<JL~j / «o»

/ Ju*s

Rev. margin:

Q 42:23, 4x <?o (see Table 2).
Ashmolean Museum (Acq. 1912 BN 1971.183); 2.83 g
39. (No mint), 134; (Abu Muslim)
As no. 38, except:

Obv. margin:
Fraehn, p.
40.

£j|

'Abd al-Rahman

b.

Muslim

rather than

18, no 3

(No mint), 135; (Abu Muslim) 'Abd al-Ra^man
As no. 38, except:
rather than
Obv. margin:

b.

Muslim

Fraehn, p. 18, no. 14.
London (unpublished)
41.

(No mint), 136; (Abu Muslim) 'Abd al-Rahman
Obv. field: tawhld II (see Table 2).
Obv. margin:
Rev. field:

b.

Muslim

as no. 38.

Rev. margin: as no. 38.
Istanbul (Yapi ve Kredi Bankasi collection;

Islamiyette

Paranin

24 — illus. with

Dogusu ve gelismesi [Istanbul, 1971], p. 12, no.
hand-drawing)
In addition to nos. 37-41 there are several specimens of similar type
which are too worn or damaged to allow classification by date. They are:
ANS (72.100): 3.56 g; Berlin (Nutzel, p. 322, no. 2065); Private collection

of Zambaur (NZ, p.

47, no. 8);

Yale University collection (unpublished).
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42.

Tawwaj,

132; {Abu

'l- Abbas) 'Abd Allah al-Saffah

Illegible counterstamp

ANS

(or dent?) on reverse.
(59.130; Miles, Persepolis, no. 504); 1.34 g, 20 mm.

This fals is discussed by Miles, Persepolis, pp. 66-68. It is the only
known coin which bears the name of the first 'Abbasid caliph together
with the slogan Qur'an 42:23. Since (Abu 'l-'Abbas) 'Abd Allah (alSaffah) is given the title amir al-mu'minin, "Commander of the Faithful,"
this fals must have been struck after 13 Rabi' I/30 October 749, on
which day al-Saffah received the pledge of allegiance. The retention of
the revolutionary slogan on a post-revolutionary 'Abbasid coin is
The official 'Abbasid coinage would have been sloganless,
puzzling.
as were the dirhams of al-Kufa, 132, for example, in order to demonstrate
that the revolution was over, and that the right people had won and
were in power. A possible explanation for this coin is that it is an un
official, unauthorized '"Abbasid" coin struck not by authorized agents
of the 'Abbasid family (despite the stereotyped

by

expression "authorized

"), but by a local chief who wished to commemorate

the event
Another possibility is that a
new official obverse (or reverse?) die, bearing 'Abd Allah's name, title,
and the place and year, was mistakenly combined with an old reverse die,
. . .

of al-Saffah's accession to the caliphate.

Qur'an 42:23. Miles considered the side bearing Muhammad
rasul Allah and Qur'an 42:23 as the obverse. Since in none of the
other fulus in this study is the side carrying Muhammad rasul Allah

bearing

considered the obverse,

it is here for the sake of convenience considered

the reverse on this coin also.8*
43.

Bukhara,

lxx

Obv. field: tawhld
Obv. margin
•3 See

J.

II

(see

Table

2).

:

Bacharach and H. A. Awad,

verse in Islamic Numismatics,"

NC

"The Problem of the Obverse and the Re

1973, pp. 183ff.
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Rev. field:
Rev. margin: very worn, but probably Q 42:23, 40 o°<. (see Table 2).
London (BMCOriental 1, p. 191, no. 80).
The slogan Qur'an 42:23 divided by four pyramids of triple annulets
inclines us to associate this coin with Abu Muslim (see Table 2). However,
there is no way of knowing precisely when this coin was struck. Abu Mus
lim and and his lieutenants were in control of Khurasan and Transoxiana, including Bukhara, for several years following the installation

of the 'Abbasid

although rebellions occasionally broke out
against his authority. In 133/750-51 a Shi'i, a certain Shurayk (Sharik ?)
b. Shaykh al-Mahri, revolted against Abu Muslim in Bukhara. The latter
sent Ziyad b. Salih al-Khuza'l against him, and he killed Shurayk.84 In
caliphs,

133 also, Abu Dawud

Khalid b. Ibrahim

(see fals no. 46), one of

Abu

Muslim's lieutenants, conducted a raiding expedition in Transoxiana.85
In 134 Khalid b. Ibrahim conducted another campaign in Transoxiana.88
Abu Muslim himself was in Samarqand and Bukhara in that year, ap
parently taking part in the expedition.87 Abu Muslim appointed Ziyad
b. Salih governor over Bukhara in 134/751-52.88
44. Shiraz, 130
Obv. field:

Obv. triple beaded border, uncertain number of marginal annulets.
Rev. field:

<Oil

Rev. margin:
Miles, Persepolis

***.

J

'

/

Jj-j

/

V^T*

Jiut/
^'

no. 193.

There is no specific information that Shiraz was controlled by revolu

tionaries in the year 130/747-48. Muharib b. Musa, who pledged al
legiance to 'Abd Allah b. Mu'awiya, conquered Shiraz in 128/745-46;
it is possible that someone loyal to him or to Ibn Mu'awiya was still
in control of Shiraz for part of 130, and issued this fals. The ornament
above the reverse field legend, the pyramid of three points, may be an
84

al-Tabari,

3, p. 74. Compare R. Frye,

84

al-Tabari,

3, p. 74.

88

al-Tabari,

3, pp. 79f.

87

al-Tabari, 3, p. 80.

88

al-Tabari, 3, p. 80.

Bukhara (Norman, Okla., 1965), pp. 20H.
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indication that someone associated with Abu Muslim, or an individual of
Yamani sympathies, was in control of the city in 130/747-48 (see
pages 171-72, above).

SJAS

Aj

"Al-Mahdl

al-Haqq,"

AJUl

-4-

n-;

p. 333, n. 3);

g

♦ANS (65.143; compare Miles,
3.44

j*j

i%

h~

al-Turki

If

Rev. margin:

b.

Cr.

(No mint), 133; Zuhayr
As no. 34, except:

45.

A

is

The fleur-de-lis ornament in the reverse margin
at twelve o'clock.
certain Zuhayr b. al-Turki was governor of Hamadhan in 137/754- 55.**
Perhaps he was governor there, or elsewhere in al-Jibal, in 133/750-51

Abu Muslim was officially governor over both Khurasan and
Zuhayr b. al-Turki may have
been one of AM Muslim's lieutenants, although he struck fulus in his
own name. On the basis of similarities in ornamentation and legend
configuration between this fals and Abu Muslim's of 131 the tentative
also.

In

133

al-Jibal, which includes Hamadhan.70

suggestion may be made that both coins may have been struck
Hamadhan or some other locality in al-Jibal.

in

b.

Ibrahim
46. (No mint), 138; Khalid
Obv. field: tawhid II (see Table 2).

JlUI

J^-j

p~

j

aj y>

/

v

/

i>.

JJU. js-VI
/

Rev. field

oLc

:

o^J

y)

Obv. margin:

Juj£/

4

89

al-Tabart,

70

al-Tabarl,

71

al-Tabari,

3, 3, 3,

is

is

Q

42:23,
Rev. margin:
X =°o
Fraehn, p. 19, no. 10.
This
the only known coin not struck by authority of Abu Muslim
divided by four pyramids of three
on which the slogan Qur'an 42:23
points or annulets (compare fals no. 45). Abu DawQd Khalid b. Ibrahim
was Abu Muslim's lieutenant.71 He was appointed governor over Khu-

p. 118.
p. 75.
p. 94.

See p. 195

above.
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rasan by the Caliph Abu Ja'far al-Mansur after the death of Abu
Muslim in 137/754-55.72
He was killed in 140/757-58 when, according
to a report, he fell off a wall and broke his back during an army revolt
against

him.73

'Imrdn

136;

b.

Ismail

Obv. field:

jJ

/

„°„

J-^^J

°'°

°°°

Or"

L

margin:

Cx,

Obv.

fj-k
a*

47. Sijistan,

l-i*

Rev. margin

:

Rev. field:

pp. 115-21).

(2

London (Walker, "New Coin Evidence from Slstan,"

JRAS

1935,

specimens)
a

Abu 'l-Najm 'Imran b. Isma'il al-Ta'l was
leader of the pro-'Abbasid movement in Khurasan, and was the father-in-law of Abu Mus
lim.74 According to the literary sources, he was sent by Abu Muslim as
nowhere indicated.
Sijistan, but the precise year
Khalifa b. Khayyat, whose lists of governors are among the most com
plete in comparison with those in other early Arabic histories, was unsure
of the exact year. He lists him among the governors over Sijistan
over

is

governor

during the reigns of both the last Umayyad caliph, Marwan II (127-32/
744-50), and the first 'Abbasid caliph, Abu 'l-'Abbas al-Saffah (132-36/
750-54).75

'

In commenting on the use of the triple-annulet pyramid symbol on
these coins of Imran b. Isma'il, Walker noted the association of that
symbol with the coinage of Abu Muslim, under whom the issuer of these

72

al-Tabarl,

73

al-Tabari,

74 On

Slstan,"

3, 3,

fulfls served as deputy.
The unusual field legends, which apparently give currency equivalents,
are discussed in detail by Walker (pp. 119-21).
p. 119.
p. 128.

AbQ 'l-Najm 'Imran b. Isma'il,

JRAS

1935, pp. 117-19.

see

J.

Walker,

See also Wellhausen

"New Coin Evidence from
(above, n. 29), 509 and 520;

the Arabs (Rome, 1968), pp. 80 and 125. His name appears
"Abu 'l-Najm 'Ammar" in the Ta'rlkh-Sistan (cited by Bosworth, p. 80), as
"Isma'il b. 'Imran" in Khalifa, p. 617, and "Isma'il b. 'Amr" in Khalifa, p. 632.
75 Khalifa, pp. 617 and 632.

C. Bosworth, SistSn Under
as
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ABBREVIATIONS
Allan— J. Allan,

"Unpublished

Coins

of the Caliphate,"

NC

1919,

pp. 194-98.

Artuk, Denizbaci — I. Artuk, Denizbaci Definesi, Ankara, 1966.
Artuk, Katalog~u — I. Artuk and C. Artuk, Istanbul arkeoloji muzeleri
leskirdeki isldml sikkeler katalogu, 1, Istanbul, 1970.

B. and N. — M. D. al-Bakri and N. M. Naqshabandi, al-Dirham alumawi al-mu'arrab, Baghdad,
1974.
al-Bakri,
al-Bakri (1968)— M. D.
"Shi'ar al-da'wa al-'abbasiya 'ala
Iran,"
fl
al-madruba
Sumer 24 (Baghdad, 1968), pp. 119al-nuqud
25.

al-Bakri (1970)— M. D. al-Bakri, "Nawadir al-maskukat fi 'l-mathaf
al-'iraql," Sumer 26 (Baghdad, 1970), pp. 329-37.
Codrington— 0. Codrington, "Some Rare Oriental Coins," NC 1902,
p. 267.

Fahmi — A. Fahml, Mawsu'al an-nuqud al-'arabiya wa-'ilm an-nummiyat, 1: Fajr al-Sikka al-'arabiyya, Cairo, 1965.
Fraehn — C. Fraehn, Recensio numorum Muhammedanorum Academiae
Imp. scienl., St. Petersburg, 1826.
Ghalib — I. Ghalib, Maskukat-i qadimeh-yi islamiyyah
bul, 1894.

qataloghu, Istan

al-Husaynl — M. B. al-Husaynl, "Shi'ar al-khawarij 'ala
islamiyya al-madruba bi-'l-Kufa," al-Maskukat, vol.
(Baghdad,

'l-nuqud al1,

no. 2

1969).

Khalifa — Khalifa b. Khayyat, al-Ta'rikh, ed. S. Zakkar, Damascus, 1967.
monet,
Markov — A. Markov, Inventarnyi kalalog musulmanskukh
St. Petersburg,

1896.

"Al-Mahdl al-Haqq"— G. C. Miles, "Al-Mahdl al-Haqq, Amir
al-Mu'minln," RN 1965, pp. 329-41.
Miles, NHR—G. C. Miles, The Numismatic History of Rayy, ANSNS 2
New York, 1938.
Miles,

— G. C. Miles, Excavation Coins from the Persepolis
Region, ANSNNM 143, New York, 1959.
Miles, RIC— G. C. Miles, Rare Islamic Coins, ANSNNM 118, New
York, 1950.
Miles, Persepolis
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al-Naqshabandi — N.
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M.

al-Naqshabandi, "al-Dirham al-umawi almadrub 'ala 'Hiraz al-islami al-khass," Sumer 15 (Baghdad, 1959),
pp. 53-73.

Niitzel — H. Niitzel, Katalog

der orientalischen

0strup — J. 0strup, Catalogue

des monnaies

Miinzen,

1,

Berlin,

1898.

arabes el turques du musee

nalionale de Copenhague, Copenhagen, 1938.
Rotter— G. Rotter, "The Umayyad Fulus of Mosul,"

ANSMN

19 (1974),

pp. 165-98.
Scherzl

— P. Scherzl, Opisanie medalei i monel

versitela, 3, Kharkow,

. . .

kharkowskago

Uni-

1912.

Sourdel — D. Sourdel, Invenlaire
musie de Cabvul, Damascus,

des monnaies musulmanes

anciennes du

1953.

— al-Tabari,

wa-l-muluk, vol. 2 (vol. 3)
al-Tabarl
Ta'rikh^ al-rusul
ed. M. J. De Goeje, et al., Leiden, 1879-1901.
Zambaur, Munzpragungen — E. von Zambaur, Die Miinzpragungen des
Islams, Wiesbaden, 1968.
2 (3)

NZ — E. von
Orientale, I," NZ 36

Zambaur,

Zambaur,
(1904), pp.
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NEW INFORMATION
AS A DEVICE

ABOUT THE SCREW PRESS
FOR MINTING

COINS:

BRAMANTE, CELLINI AND BALDASSARE PERUZZI
(Plate

Nicholas Adams

38)

Two Italian artists are generally associated with the development of
the screw press as a device for minting coins, the architect Donato
Bramante (1444-1514) and the sculptor Benvenuto Cellini (1500-71).1
I wish to add a third name to this period of early experimentation with
the screw press, the Sienese artist-architect Baldassare Peruzzi (14811536), and to offer what I believe is the earliest representation of the
screw press.2

The actual invention of the screw press is credited to Bramante.
The evidence is flimsy, a single line from Giorgio Vasari's Life of Bra
mante, but it is quite explicit:
Per il che meritd dal detto papa, che sommamente lo amava
per le sue qualita, di essere fatto degno dell'ufficio del Piombo,
nel quale fece uno edificio da improntar le bolle con una vite
molto bella.3

The press was probably

for attaching papal seals to important
and it was, in all likelihood, relatively small.
If Vasari is

documents
1 G.

F.

"Machines
Holmyard,

Hill,

used

1920), pp. 26-28; A. P. Usher,
in A History of Technology, 3, ed. C. Singer, E. J.
A. R. Hall, T. Williams (Oxford, 1957), pp. 338-39.

Medals of

the

Renaissance (Oxford,

and Mechanisms,"

2

This article is excerpted from my Ph.D. dissertation, "Baldassare Peruzzi: Archi
tect to the Republic of Siena 1527-1535" (New York University — Institute of Fine
Arts, 1977). I am particularly indebted to Kathleen Weil-Garris (New York Univer
sity) and Wollgang Lotz (Biblioteca Herziana) for their help in the preparation of my
dissertation. Aldo Cairola of the Museo del Comune (Siena) helped me with the
interpretation

of documents concerning the Sienese

mint.

Archivio di Stato (Siena) helped with the transcription
3

Sonia Fineschi of the

of the Sienese documents.
G. Vasari, Le Opere di Giorgio Vasari, 4, ed. G. Milanesi (Florence, 1879), p. 159.
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